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DEAR FRIENDS 
 
 

Immanuel – God is with us 
A couple of weeks ago, Karen and I with 
some friends from church spent a few days 
in Krakow, Poland and paid a visit to 
Auschwitz and Birkenau.  Much of my adult 
spiritual life has been fascinated by the idea 
of pilgrimages, and this was one such event 
for me, an awful pilgrimage to show  the full 
extent of the horrors which can be exacted 
on the innocent and unprepared.  There is 
indeed little to redeem the experience, few 
stories of redemption, it is truly “a place 
where the birds don’t sing”.  One Israeli 
theologian and historian from Yad Veshem  
says that as we go through life experiencing 
bereavement  and loss our experience is 
one of feeling the “absence of presence”, 
but that at Auschwitz the evil is present on 
such a scale that what one feels is the 
“presence of absence”, as if the absence 
was itself a physical thing. 
 
There is a play based on conversations of 
several Rabbi’s at Auschwitz entitle “God on 
trial” which asks “why God allowed this?” – 
a hard question indeed and one to which 
most of us would only offer silence as a 
response.  However, out of that horror 
came the birth of the Jewish nation which 
would not have occurred otherwise. So it is 
with so much of our shared faith story that 
God brings something astonishing out of the 
most unlikely of circumstances. 
 
Like half of the world’s population I have a 
facebook account. Something which at 
times I deeply regret.  Last week was my 
61st birthday and I received many  facebook  
well wishes which set me on a chain of 
thoughts. The day previously was my son 
James’ birthday, the anniversary of 
Kristallnacht but also of the felling of the 
Berlin Wall.  This is often the case, that 
what seems an absolute horror, has a way 
of finding redemption in the unlikeliest of 
events. 
 
This season we celebrate the obscure birth 
of a Jew to an young unmarried girl – 
possibly in her mid teens -  in a poor family 
in the most questionable of circumstances; 
what could God do with that?  
The only possible response is ask, “where 

is God in the midst of horror and 
suffering?” – Immanuel, God is in the 
middle of it. 
 
Have a good Christmas and Best wishes   
 

Take Care, Alan 
——————————————— 

 
NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
It is with sadness that we report the 
sudden death of Fiona Macrae on 10 NOV 
at the age of 82 years.  Her funeral was 
held at Swann Lane and then Stockport 
crematorium on 21 NOV.  Our thoughts 
and prayers are with Tom, Stephen and 
Nicola and all the family and friends at this 
difficult time. 
 
We are grateful, yet again, to friends who 
led our worship during November—
Margaret Dexter-Brown, Bernie and 
Heather and our minister, Alan. On 6 NOV, 
we shared our worship time with our 
friends at Bramhall. 
 
Congratulations to Vernon Elliott on the 
birth of his first great grandchild, Alex, a 
son for Jessica and Jonathan.   
 
Our sympathy and prayers are with 
Heather, David, Louise and Rachel  
Frankish following the death of  Heather’s 
mother, Jean McMillan.  Our thoughts and 
prayers are with Bill and the family and 
particularly Heather who was in hospital at 
the time but is now at home. 
 
As the Christmas season approaches and 
folk think towards their families, we must 
remember the many people who have no 
family and will spend Christmas on  their 
own.   Our thoughts are with any members 
of our church fellowship who are ill, or 
troubled, in any way. In  addition to the 
Clarkson and Frankish families, we pray 
for  Jean Murkin, Barbara & Tommy 
Danson, and Norman & Rena Lawrence. 
 
Thank you to everyone who was involved 
with the arrangements for the Armistice 
Day presentation on 11 NOV, particularly 
the members who brought memorabilia 
and shared their experiences with the 



 

 

—————————— 
CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING 

SAT 3 DEC 
10 am—12 noon 

Christmas ‘Bring & Buy’ stall 
Traidcraft and a Raffle 

Children welcome 
All proceeds in aid of  
the 4 church charities 

——————————- 
LADIES CIRCLE 
 

The Ladies Circle held a Games Night last 
month in our Church under the auspices of 
Mo and Alison Manley. 
 
Several games were laid out on the tables 
so we could make our choice and both 
tables chose Triominos, which is a triangular 
version of Dominoes. 
 
Our numbers were quite small, but we had 
quite a fun night followed by refreshments. 
Our thanks go to Mo and Alison for their 
efforts on our behalf. 
 
The next meeting on 8 DEC is the 
Candlelight Service arranged by the 
members. Coffee and mince pies will be 
served at the end of the service and there 
will be an opportunity to contribute to the 
Church charities.  Everyone is very 
welcome.  

Bernice Platt 
 
 
 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
WEDNESDAY 14 DEC 

Christmas Lunch                         
(pre-booked) 

      12 .15 for 12.30   ~   2 pm  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

children from Greenbank School.  The children 
were a joy to be with and their knowledge of 
both World Wars impressed all they spoke to.   
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the 
‘Link to Hope’ shoebox appeal by supplying 
boxes, wrapping paper, gifts, monetary 
donations towards the postage and help with 
filling the boxes themselves.  A record 24 were    
taken over to Altrincham in the end. 
 
Our very best wishes go to Nancie Kilpatrick 
who is moving to Tytherington this month to be 
nearer to her family.  She will be missed but 
we hope there will be an opportunity to see her 
in the not too distant future.  New contact 
details will be included in next year’s ‘Year 
Book’. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
Sat  25 FEB 2017   -  Jumble Sale ... 1pm 
Sat 20 MAY 2017  -  URC BIG DAY OUT at 
Warwick Castle 

The News Team 
 

 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
 
Mavis Davies hosted our November meeting 
and gave us an interesting talk on her recent 
holiday in New York.  She told us about visiting 
the site of the Twin Towers i.e.9/11 and 
explained what it is like now.  We heard about 
her walking in Central Park which brought back 
memories for me I and my husband, Charles, 
walked the length of the park in 1997. 
 
After a lovely afternoon’s talk, Mavis produced 
refreshments and was thanked for her 
hospitality. 
 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 7 
DEC in Church at 2.15 pm and will take the 
form of a Carol Service. There will be tea and 
mince pies at the end of the service and 
everyone will be very welcome. 
 

Vivienne Wilson 

    Breakfast Before                            
ON  11 DEC  

  [every 2nd Sunday]   
  Menu includes:  

Cereal, toast, tea, coffee,  



 

 

CHRISTMAS INTERNAL MAIL 
There will be a ‘post box’ in the church foyer for all 
those Christmas cards you want to send to 
friends at Swann Lane.   
   
There will be a box on the side for small donations 
to take account of the postage saved!  These, 
along with those contributions for published 
Christmas Greetings in the magazine, will go to 
the charities.   

——————————————— 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER   

Our prayers are asked on:  
4 Dec Chelwood Baptist    The 
minister, Andrew Philips and the 
fellowship as they work with the 
Foodbank and serve God in the 
community. 
 
Cheadle Hulme Methodist  The Community Carol 
Service held this Sunday evening. That all who 
come will be blessed by it 
  
11 Dec Grove Lane Baptist The ongoing 
life of the Church- putting a profile together with a 
view to welcoming a new minister. For the 
deacons as they continue to lead the fellowship 
and witness in the community. 
 
17 Dec    Churches Together in Cheadle Hulme    
The Carol Service in the Oak Meadow Park. A 
joyful witness to the reason and meaning of 
Christmas For all the different services taking 
place in our Churches- Crib/Christingle/Carol – 
people will be encouraged to come along. 
 
25 Dec     Churches Together in Cheadle Hulme   
All our fellowships meeting today to celebrate the 
Good News of Christmas Day. For Grove Lane 
providing lunches throughout the period and into 
the New Year- bringing people together. 
 

Sat 17 DEC ~ 11 am 
Carols in the Park 

in Oak Meadow 
followed by hot drink and mince pie 

 
 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
 
Madge & Ann Hardie wish all their friends 
at Swann Lane a very happy Christmas and 
best wishes for the New Year. 
 
Isobel Grieve will not be sending 
Christmas cards this year but wishes 
all members and friends at Swann 
Lane a very happy and joyful 
Christmastide and with every 
blessing for 2017. 
 
Christmas greetings to everyone at Cheadle 
Hulme and Bramhall United Reformed 
Churches from Mo Morton. May everyone 
have as peaceful, happy Christmas and may 

2017 be full of 
friendship and love. 

 
Heather, Mike and 
Glyn Elsden would 
l i ke  t o  w i sh 

everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 
 

Jean Murkin wishes all her friends at 
Cheadle Hulme a very happy Christmas and 
a peaceful New Year. 
 
Vera and Ron Lees wish all their friends at 
Swann Lane a happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year. 
 
The seasons greetings to all at Swann Lane 
URC with a great New Year to follow. Thank 
you for all your love and many condolences.  
It is much appreciated.  Tom & family 
Clarkson. 
 
Sandy & Morag would like to wish all at 
Swann Lane a Happy Christmas and a 
Peaceful New Year and thank everyone for 
their continued support of Christian Aid and 
Traidcraft throughout the year. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

7 pm                           
 Sat 17 DEC 



 

 

FIONA (FION) MACRAE 
 
Fiona was born at the family home in 
Grange Avenue 82 years ago where she 
lived all her life.  She was the last of three 
sisters, Moira who died November last year 
and Anne who died in 2004.  They were 
very close and shared creativity in 
common. Fiona’s Scottish roots were very 
important to her. 
 
She invested a lot of her artistic, creative 
talents and gifts in designing the front 
garden when the conifers were removed 
and had great plans for a new kitchen – 
this was her job for a long time – designing 
kitchens for clients. 
 
She drew the picture of the child that is in 
the foyer here and designed a number of 
different images for the church, including a 
design for William & Kate’s royal wedding 
card! She kept the thank you letter from 
Clarence House in a drawer! 
 
Fiona spent the best part of 20 years 
helping Brian renovate his cottage in 
Poynton, hand painting the tiles for the 
work surfaces and completing every job 
with a perfectionist eye. 
 
She was someone who was always very 
willing to help others, including doing the 
flowers here at the URC, helping decorate 
the church hall, designing cupboard art for 
the crèche room, gardening and helping 
with the famous jumble sales!  
 
Moira, her daughter Ann and grandson 
Stephen, would regularly go round for tea 
to Grange Avenue on a Saturday and 
Stephen spent many Sundays with Fiona & 
Brian helping with DIY, cooking and 
enjoying the outdoors. 
 
She loved holidays in Anglesey, as did the 
rest of the family, the beach at Rhosneigr 
being a particular favourite, where her 
mum would show the younger ones up by 
being the first in to swim in the cold sea. 
 
Latterly, she spent many years diligently 
caring for Brian, even though her own 
health was deteriorating.  She would rarely 
ask for help with anything and was fiercely 
independent and strong-willed.  Her circle 

of friends knew this – it was quite an 
honour to be asked by Fiona to help her 
with anything.   
 
‘Jesus Folk’ was a production she was 
involved in – some singing and set design 
with her friends and sister Moira here at 
Swann lane and other local churches. 
 
She was a great cook and delighted in 
finding things at local shops in Cheadle & 
Cheadle Hulme – spare ribs, salmon fillets 
and various chocolates from Lidl took her 
fancy. 
 
She had strongly held beliefs which led 
sometimes to  ‘enthusiastic’ discussions 
and debates about faith and Jesus and the 
bible. 

taken from address given by  
Rev Alan Poolton  

from notes by Stephen Clarkson 
—————————————— 

 
WWII MEMORABILIA 
 
The following instructions were found by 
Mo Morton, whose father was a Fire 
Warden. 
 

DUTIES FOR FIRE WATCHERS 
EQUIPMENT TO BE CARRIED BY FIRE 

WATCHERS 
 

1. One belt to go round waist fitted with 
10 hooks to support six full sand-bags 
and four buckets of water. 

2. One axe stuck in belt. 
3. One Stirrup Pump to be carried on left 

shoulder. 
4. One extending ladder to be carried on 

right shoulder. 
5. One Whistle ready in mouth. 
6. Two Wet blankets to be carried on 

head. 
7. One Long Handle Shovel to be tucked 

under the left arm. 
8. One Tin Helmet with turned up rim to 

carry extra water. 
9. Spare Sand to be carried in all pockets. 
10. One Box of Matches to light any 

Incendiary Bombs which have failed to 
ignite. 

11. One Role of Toilet Paper to be slung 
over shoulder ready for immediate use. 

12. Extra Pair of Trousers. 
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SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify 
Glyn Elsden and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.   
On arrival, always check notice board for last minute changes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHURCH REGISTERS  - FUNERAL 
FIONA MACRAE who died on 10 November 2016 aged 82 yrs, on 21 November 2016 at 
Cheadle Hulme URC and Stockport crematorium.  

——————————————————————————— 
 

 
 

 
8 DEC 

 
11 DEC 

 
12 DEC 

 
18 DEC 

 
Service 

 

Candlelight                 
Service 

Family                               
Communion 

Bereavement 
Service 

Morning                      
Worship 

Time  

8.00 pm 
 

10.30 am 
 

7.30 pm 
 

10.30 am 
 

Leaders Ladies Circle Rev Alan Poolton Rev Alan                          
Poolton In House 

 Reader    Various 

Duty                   
Elder 

 
M Morton 

D Phillips/                              
B Stevens 

 
P Oliver 

 
A Stevens 

Door Duty  B Danson  N Lawrence 

Flowers   
D Green 

                            
 Christmas          

Coffee Ladies                          
Circle 

N & R 
 Lawrence 

                            
 H & L Frankish  

 
Notes 

 
CANDLELIGHT 

Breakfast  Before 
HOLY                         

COMMUNION 

 
BEREAVEMENT 

 

LESSONS & 
CAROLS 

 
4 DEC 

Morning                       
Worship 

 

10.30 am 

Bernie Stevens 

B Platt 

 
G Elsden 

B Platt 

 
J Dickson 
M Hardie /                        

V Elliott 
 

CHRISTINGLE 

 
 

 
24 DEC  

 
25 DEC 

 
1 JAN 

 
Service 

 
Nativity 

JOINT EVENING 
WORSHIP AT                
BRAMHALL 

 
Christmas                   

Morning Worship 

Joint Morning 
Worship at 

Cheadle Hulme 
Time  

4.00 pm 
 

11.30 pm 
 

9.30 am 
 

10.30 am 

 
Leaders Rebecca/Alison Pope Rev Alan                        

Poolton 
Rev Alan                 
Poolton Bernie Stevens 

 Reader  T Clarkson V Elliott 
Duty                   
Elder 

 
S Smith 

 
H Frankish 

 
A Stevens 

Door Duty  M Morton V Elliott 

Flowers Christmas Christmas Christmas 

Coffee   M Davies /          
C Brooks 

Notes CHRISTMAS  
EVE 

CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

LOW  
SUNDAY 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
CALENDAR 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......       
  
DECEMBER      
Thu 01        
Fri 02 10.00 am      Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir rehearsal 
  Sat 03 10.00 am  CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING including stalls  
  Sun 04     
Mon 05        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 06   9.30 am       Gardening group ~ church       7.30 pm Elders’ meeting ~ Church 
         8 pm  Badminton Club 
Wed 07   2.15 pm  Women’s Fellowship - Carols with the Choir ~ Church  
Thu 08   8.00 pm  Ladies Circle ~ Candlelight Service       
Fri 09 10.00 am       Toddlers      7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 10  
  Sun 11         
Mon 12        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 13    9.30 am       Gardening group ~ Church      8 pm    Badminton Club 
Wed  14 12.15 for 12.30 Christmas Lunch (pre-booked) ~ Church 
Thu 15                 
Fri  16 10.00 am        Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 17 11.00 am    CTCH ~ Carols in the Park on Oak Meadow       7.00 pm   Film Night       
  Sun18         
Mon 19         8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 20     9.30 am   Gardening group ~ church       8 pm  Badminton Club 
Wed 21      
Thu 22             
Fri 23        7.45 pm  Choir rehearsal 
  Sat 24   4.00 pm   NATIVITY       
  Sun 25       
Mon 26        8.00 pm   Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 27   9.30 am       Gardening group ~ church       8 pm  Badminton Club 
Wed 28       
Thu 29 
Fri 30        7.45 pm  Choir rehearsal 
  Sat 31  
 
JANUARY 2017 
 
  Sun 01 11.45 am  Management meeting 
Mon 02         8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 03     9.30 am   Gardening group ~ church       8 pm  Badminton Club 
Wed 04 
 
Copy for JAN 2017 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by   18 DEC 2016 
 Edited & Published by Bernie & Alison Stevens, 77 Dean Lane, Hazel Grove, Stockport SK7 6EJ               

01625 877180;   swannlanesecretary@gmail.com  
 


