
 

 

Friends      Pray for us all….. 
 
 I wrote to you last month about “ calming the storms of life” - a good sentiment but perhaps a month 
too early!  As I write this the nation is in turmoil after a divisive and inconclusive General Election 
result, and by the time you read it I doubt that much will have been resolved. 
 
 This is not a party political paper, nor is it (to keep the “P” theme) a polemic.  I have read too many 
strident facebook posts from many of my colleagues to be unaware that extreme political views are 
doing little to solve our problems.  Instead, I am simply asking you to pray for our nation.  This may 
seem an extreme response, but I believe that as a nation we are at a crossroads and that Mrs May 
has been proven wrong when she asserted that “the nation has come together but Westminster has 
not”.  Simply put, our nation is at least as divided as it was a year ago, and possibly more so.  Not 
only is the argument around “Brexit” but we also have an awakened youth who feel that our gener-
ation has taken more than our fair share and have left the young of today with all the problems.   
 
We have a division between ages, between the haves and the have nots, between those who feel 
that they are paying the price of austerity (those of us in work have barely had a pay increase for 9 
years) and those protected by the “triple lock”, by those on sink estates especially in the North East 
and those struggling to get on the property ladder, in all areas.  There are those of faith, those who 
feel that our nation is founded on leading the world through troubled times, and those who feel that it 
is time to let that mantle go. 
 
 So I ask you to pray for wisdom for ourselves, our neighbours and our leaders.   Pray for 
wisdom, pray for tolerance (a commodity in short supply just now), for a willingness to see another’s 
point of view and for peace for that is what Our Lord told us to do. 
 
 Our DNA is based on being generous, on welcoming the stranger, of finding a compromise which 
as acceptable to all, and above all, my prayer is that as a nation, as a people of faith, we do not 
forget “who we are”.  There are many things we have to give thanks for and there are many poorer 
off than ourselves who will get left behind unless you and I speak for those who cannot. 
 

 Thank you and see soon, Alan 
 
PS On the subject of saying “thank you”, I would like to say thank you to those who have made our 
church garden such a lovely and peaceful place to be. 
 

Cheadle Hulme United Reformed Church 
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 NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
Our thoughts are with all the members and 
friends of our congregation who are troubled 
in any way, whether it be illness, anxiety or 
bereavement.  We think especially of 
Christine Brooks and her family as they 
mourn the loss of John, and Dorothy Green 
and family who mourn the loss of daughter 
Amanda.  We also pray for David Williams, 
Michael & Mo Morton,  Tommy & Barbara 
Danson and Robert & Lesley Denton.  May 
God’s presence be with them all and support 
them through these difficult times. 
 
We were also sorry to learn of the passing of 
Ken Broadhurst on 21 JUN aged 89yrs and 
our thoughts and prayers are with David, 
Caroline and Philip and their families at this 
sad time. 
 
We show our gratitude to the friends of 
Swann Lane who led our worship last month 
whilst Alan was supporting his other two 
churches.  We welcomed the Rev Dr Jack 
McKelvey and Ed Strachan. 
 
The homemade soups and puddings are still 
being enjoyed by the people who attend the 
monthly ’Soup and Sweet’ lunches. These 
take place on the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month.  Do come and join us.  
 
Our best wishes for the future go to Norman 
& Mildred Burnell, past members of Swann 
Lane, who have recently moved from Kendal 
to Nottingham to be nearer to their daughter 
Naomi. 
 
Lastly, a reminder of the Summer Open Day 
on 7 JULY at 18 
Hyl ton Drive.  
Bring & Buy, 
p l a n t s  a n d 
Fairtrade stalls 
and food served 
from 12.30 - 8.00 
pm.  Tea and 
coffee available at 
all times. 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
SUN 9 JUL— CHURCH MEETING 
Sat 14 OCT - Fish & Chip Supper  + Beetle 
Drive 

The News Team 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 
The July meeting is on Wednesday 5th when 
members will meet at 12.30 pm for lunch at  
The Deanwater. 

Vivienne Wilson 
——————–——— 

 
LADIES CIRCLE 
A group of us had a really enjoyable evening 
at the home of Vera Lees.   
Vera had suggested we each read a poem 
which we had enjoyed at school. This resulted 
in poems written by Shakespeare, Tennyson, 
Wordsworth and many others being read and 
we all discovered that many of these we knew 
by heart. The many memories that this 
evoked made it a wonderful evening. We 
finished off with refreshments. Thank you 
Vera so much. 
The next meeting is 13 JUL when we have 
our annual meal out, at Piccolinos on Moss 
Lane in Bramhall.  I am making a list, so 
please let me know if you would like to go. 

.      Bernice Platt 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
+++++++++++++++++++        

WED  12 JUL 
    Soup  Sweet &  Meet                 

      12 .00   ~   2 pm 
  [NOT IN AUGUST]                          

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
In the lobby of a Moscow hotel across from a 
Russian Orthodox monastery:  
 
‘You are welcome to visit the cemetery where 
famous Russian and Soviet composers, 
artists, and writers are buried daily except 
Thursday’ 

JUMBLE SALE 
SAT 12 AUG 

 1pm   

 Jumble and helpers needed   



 

 

    Soup  Sweet &  Meet                  

                          

end of July when I come to lead the 
Communion service. 
 

With love and best wishes, Alison 
 

———————————— 
KEN BROADHURST 1927 – 2017 

Ken Broadhurst died peacefully on 21st June 
in Woodlands Care Home, Poynton. 

Ken was fortunate to lead a long and happy 
life, most of it with his wife Rosemary whom 
he adored.  Having been brought up attending 
the Congregational Church in Wilmslow, he 
felt immediately at home at Cheadle Hulme 
Congregational Church.  Ken and Rosemary 
joined the church in 1956 and were active 
members of the church for 22 years.  He was 
a sociable and jovial character who enjoyed 
the company of others.  He and Rosemary 
took on various roles in church life.  Their 
children David, Caroline, Robert and Philip 
were fortunate to enjoy a very successful 
phase of Youth Fellowship at the church 
during the 70’s and 80’s. 

Ken and Rosemary never quite left the church 
and would take every opportunity to return and 
to meet up with friends made through the 
church.  Ken continued to receive the church 
magazine and looked forward to it’s arrival. 
Despite attending other wonderful Churches in 
Reading and Burton, Swann Lane was always 
his spiritual home.  It was the place where 
Christianity had been most alive.  It was a 
place where he had experienced the joy and 
friendship of the Christian community.  It was 
also the place where, when they sadly lost 
their son, Robert, gave him and his family their 
love and support. 

David Broadhurst 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM CAMBRIDGE 
 
Dear friends, As we come to the end of 
another academic year, I thought it was time to 
send a quick update. 
 
This year has not been easy, but has been a 
year of discovery and learning not only about 
theology, but also about myself and what I may 
be capable of.  Work this year has included an 
essay exploring Matthew’s use of prophecy in 
his infancy narrative, and a dissertation 
focusing on ministry and mission with older 
people, an area which I feel particularly drawn 
towards. 
 
Having less academic work to do this year has 
allowed me to explore other aspects of 
ministry.  I have spent one day each week 
working in the cafe at Emmanuel URC, which 
has been a really good experience, allowing 
me to build relationships with the other 
volunteers, regular customers and day-
trippers.  I also spent two weeks in May with 
the Chaplains at West Suffolk Hospital in Bury 
St Edmunds, exploring chaplaincy in the 
hospital, hospice and mental health unit, which 
was a really useful experience – I know that I 
would not make a natural chaplain, but 
hopefully have new skills which will be helpful 
in other situations. 
 
The next few months will be a time of change 
as I move to Peterborough in mid-July ready to 
start my Living Ministry Programme placement 
in September.  I will be working alongside Rev 
Lesley Moseley in two Methodist/URC LEP’s – 
Westgate New Church and Whittlesey Queen 
Street Church.  Westgate is right in the centre 
of Peterborough, Whittlesey is a market town 
about 8 miles outside the city.  I am looking 
forward to exploring ministry with these two 
churches, as I learn how to put four years of 
theory into practice. 
 
Alongside the placement, I will also be entering 
the call process so will, hopefully, be invited to 
join a pastorate in summer 2018.  Obviously I 
will let you know as soon as I know where I will 
be going. 
 
Thank you for your continued prayers and 
support.  I look forward to seeing you at the 

 
 

 
 
  
Sat 22 JUL     7pm 



 

 

148 YEARS AGO!! 
 

35 YEARS AGO!                     WILD GEESE 
 
 One of the intriguing mysteries of nature is a 
flock of wild geese flying in a V-shaped 
formation.  When a group of aerodynamic 
engineers studied this phenomenon, they 
made an interesting discovery. 
 
 As the geese fly in the V-formation, the 
flapping of the wings of each bird gives an 
uplift to the one before and behind him, and 
he in turn receives an uplift from them.  This 
lift creates approximately 70% more forward 
thrust, so that as a group the geese can fly 
further than they can individually.  If one 
goose slips out of formation and tries to fly on 
his own, he gives and receives nothing. 
 
 In these troubled days God is trying to pull 
us together and show us that as we move 
with one another, we can go further and 
accomplish more then we can by travelling 
alone.  He is telling us that if we will walk side 
by side, love each other and feel for one 
another, we will be stronger and have a much 
more powerful thrust in our lives, both as a 
Church and as individuals. 

 submitted  in 1982 by Mrs Parbury 
 ~ Minister’s wife 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Excerpts from a book written by Miss Ingham of 
Claremont, Cheadle Hulme, from an archive supplied by 
M Haldenby.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The family of his mother-in-law Mrs Thompson, 
like the Ingham’s, was very involved with the 
Congregational Church. 
 



 

 

One. But for the message of hope to continue 
to go forth, we need thousands to send in 
their donation – TODAY! 
 
 How many Roman Catholics does it take to 
change a light bulb?  
None: We use candles only.  
 
 How many Unitarians does it take to change 
a light bulb?  
We choose not to make a statement either in 
favor of or against the need for a light bulb. 
However, if in your own journey you have 
found that light bulbs work for you, that is 
fine. You are invited to write a poem or 
compose a modern dance about your light 
bulb for the next Sunday service, in which we 
will explore a number of light bulb traditions, 
including incandescent, fluorescent, three-
way, long-life and tinted, all of which are 
equally valid paths to luminescence.  

Parish Pump 

 
 
HOW MANY...  to change a light bulb? 
 
 How many charismatics does it take to change 
a light bulb?  
One, since his/her hands are in the air anyway.  
 
 How many Calvinists does it take to change a 
light bulb?  
None. God has predestined when the lights will 
be on.  
 
 How many Brethren does it take to change a 
light bulb?  
CHANGE?!!!  
 
 How many Pentecostals does it take to 
change a light bulb?  
10.  One to change it and nine others to pray 
against the spirit of darkness.  
 
 How many TV evangelists does it take to 
change a light bulb?  



 

 

 
SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify Glyn 
Elsden and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.  On arrival, always check 
notice board for last minute changes. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH REGISTERS  -  NONE 

——————————————————————————— 

 2 JUL 9 JUL 16 JUL 23 JUL 30 JUL 
 

Service 
 

Morning  
Worship 

 

Family  
Service 

 

JOINT  
Morning                      
Worship 

 

Holy  
Communion 

 
Morning                      
Worship 

 
Time 

 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

9.30 & 10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 

 
Leaders Margaret Dexter 

Brown Bernie Stevens Rev’d Alan  
Poolton Alison Smith Robert Williams 

 Reader J Smeathers J Hodson A Stevens V Wilson H Elsden 

Elder 
Duty                    

G Elsden A Stevens B Stevens/H 
Frankish 

S Smith 

Door  
Duty 

D Green B Danson V Wilson H Elsden 

Flowers D Phillips G Thompson B Chance J Sallaway 

Coffee H Elsden/ 
M Morton 

V Elliott/M Hardie A & S Altree B & A Stevens 

 
Notes 

  
BREAKFAST BEFORE 

FAMILY SERVICE 
CHURCH MEETING 

  
HOLY  

COMMUNION 

 

 
 

JOINT  
SERVICES  

AT  
BRAMHALL 

 6 AUG 13 AUG 20 AUG 27 AUG 
 

Service 
 

Morning  
Worship 

 

Family  
Service 

 

Morning                      
Worship 

 

Holy  
Communion 

 
Time 

 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 

 
Leaders Hilary Jackson Margaret Dexter-Brown Ed Strachan Bernie Stevens 

 Reader B Platt T Clarkson J Smeathers V Elliott 

Elder 
Duty                    

C Davies H Frankish A Stevens P Oliver/G Elsden 

Door  
Duty 

B Platt N Lawrence A Manley V Elliott 

Flowers V Wilson C Brooks A Manley B Danson 

Coffee H & L Frankish D Green/B Platt M Davies/ 
C Brooks 

S & M Smith 

 
Notes 

  
 

FAMILY SERVICE 

  
 

HOLY COMMUNION 



 

 

 
CALENDAR 
 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......        
 
JULY 
Sat 01  10.00 am    Coffee Morning in aid of Epilepsy 
      
Mon 03        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 04   9.30 am     Gardening group ~ Church  
Wed 05  12.30 pm    Women’s Fellowship Meal Out ~ Deanwater         
Thu 06   
Fri 07 10.00 am    Toddlers  12.30-8 pm SUMMER OPEN DAY~ Mavis Davies’ 
        
  Sun  09    9.30 am    BREAKFAST BEFORE   11.45 am     CHURCH MEETING  
Mon 10    7.30 pm Elders’ meeting ~ Church 8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 11   9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed  12  12 -2 pm    Soup, Sweet & Meet    
Thu 13                     8.00pm  Ladies Circle ~Meal Out Piccolinos  
Fri  14 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 15   
  Sun 16 11.45 am    Management  meeting 
Mon 17         8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 18     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 19 
Thu 20               
Fri  21 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Sat 22         7.00 pm  Film Night       
           
Mon 24        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 25     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 26 
Thu 27                
Fri  28 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 
Mon 31        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
 
AUGUST 
 
Thu 10     8.00 pm    Ladies Circle ~  Play reading ~ Church 
Sat 12   1.00 pm     JUMBLE SALE 
     7.00 pm     Scottish Country Dance Evening ~ Church 
Sun 13    9.30 am     BREAKFAST BEFORE 
 
 
  Copy for SEPT 2017 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  20 AUG 2017 
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