
 

 

 
Friends   Calming the storms in life 
 
I know as I talk to many folk in church – this church and others I am involved with, that many 
have serious worries and concerns about our future. In one sense this is understandable, 
after all much of the change we face is at the same time unavoidable and by definition, 
uncertain. 
 
But I also want to say what I truly believe, which is that it is at the most uncertain times that 
God is able to shake us out of our complacency and stand with us during the toughest of 
storms.  
 
The policy of this Synod is to “face the storm” and deal with it now rather than ignore it until it 
is too late, which is what appears to be happening in other places. In some ways this is what 
has been happening here for a number of years. I knew that the storm was coming and have 
been working with elders to try and prepare the church for difficult times. There have been 
some folk who would rather that I did not, but let me say to you that other churches will have 
to deal with the shock of the situation whereas in our churches we have learned to deal with 
the issues, and we are confident that we can face further change. 
 
That goes for organizational change, but what about changes to our services? It became 
clear at a recent church meeting that some folk still pine for the way in which services used 
to happen in the past. Upon returning home, perturbed in mind, I found waiting for me (I do 
not think it was a coincidence) the report regarding why churches decline (excerpt included 
elsewhere in this newssheet). It should sound a clarion call, especially the phrase ( it has 
haunted me) which talks of “The past becoming the hero”. We cannot afford to let that 
happen. 
 
We can do little to influence organizational change, sharing ministers and so on, but we can 
shape our own future in terms of our mission. We do so confident that it is the same God 
who calmed the storm on Lake Galilee who is also able to calm the storm in our life and 
church – but we have to do our part too. 

          God bless you,  Alan 
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
Our thoughts are with any of our friends, 
families and congregation who are sick, 
anxious or depressed.  We pray especially 
for Michael & Mo Morton, Andy & Sue Altree, 
Tommy & Barbara Danson, Alison & Gerry 
Manley and Paul & Anita Davies.  We ask 
God to be with all families who have recently 
been bereaved. 
 
We welcomed Margaret Dexter-Brown and 
Ed Strachan to lead our services in May 
along with Alan. 
 
A big thank you to the folk who provide the 
film each month for the Film Night.  This is a 
very enjoyable evening along with 
refreshments and the attendance is rising. 
 
Summer Open Day is fast approaching on 
Friday 7 JUL - a chance to raise funds for the 
Church charities.  Fairtrade, plants and the 
Bring & Buy stall and hopefully lots of 
sunshine! 
 
Our thanks go to Bill McMillan for the 
humorous contributions in both this and last 
month’s magazines. 
 
Thanks also go to those who have recently 
made monetary contributions to the 
Chelwood Foodbank.  Volunteers are needed 
for forthcoming food collections: 
Friday 2 & 3 June @ Waitrose Cheadle 
Hulme 
Friday 16 & 17 Tesco Portwood Stockport 
Friday 15 & 17 Tesco Didsbury Parrs Wood 
Lane 
 Bag Packing @ Sainsburys Stockport Town 
Centre, Warren Street 08 July 2017. 
 
If anybody could spare a minimum of one 
hour between 0900 - 17:00 on any of these 
dates and is able to help out, please do not 
hesitate to contact  Linzie Hogan, Foodbank 
Manager   0161 486 0043. 
 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
FRI 7JUL Open Day at Mavis’ 
SAT 12 AUG -  JUMBLE SALE 
 

The News Team 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
Thank you to the Church Elders, members 
and friends of Swann Lane Church for giving 
Ann the lovely shawl which Margaret Dexter-
Brown knitted and donated to the Church 
when she took our service on Sunday 7 May. 
 
Ann was thrilled to receive such a beautiful 
gift and it really brightened her day. 
 
It was very kind and thoughtful of you all and I 
was really touched by the gesture. 
 
Many thanks again.                 Madge Hardie 

————————————- 
 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
 
Mavis Mott hosted our May meeting when 11 
members met, just chatted and enjoyed 
refreshments.  Thank you Mavis.  There will 
be no meeting in June as several members 
are away on holiday. 

Vivienne Wilson 
——————–——— 

LADIES CIRCLE 
10 of us met at the home of Carole Davies for 
last month’s meeting.  She read out a number 
of Pam Ayres poems which we enjoyed 
immensely as they are so funny, and we all 
had a good chat as Carole served 
refreshments.  We all agreed that it was a 
lovely evening and we thank Carole for 
inviting us to her home.   
The next meeting is on 15 JUN at Vera Lees’ 
home and she would like us all to choose a 
favourite poem from our school days to read 
out.  If anyone has a difficulty with this, Vera 
would like them to get in touch with her when 
she will offer her help. 

.      Bernice Platt 
 
 
 
 
 
 +++++++++++++++++++        

WED  14 JUN 
    Soup  Sweet &  Meet                 

      12 .00   ~   2 pm                          
+++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 



 

 

    Soup  Sweet &  Meet                  
                          

 I did a theatrical performance about puns.   It 
was a play on words. 
Why were the Indians here first?  They had 
reservations. 
I didn't like my beard at first.  Then it grew on 
me. 
 
Did you hear about the cross-eyed teacher 
who lost her job because she 
couldn't control her pupils? 
When you get a bladder infection, urine 
trouble. 
 
Broken pencils are pointless. 
What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive 
vocabulary?  A thesaurus. 
I dropped out of communism class because of 
lousy Marx. 
I got a job at a bakery because I kneaded 
dough. 
Velcro - what a rip off! 
Don’t worry about old age; it doesn’t last.  
 
Lexophia - WHO ON EARTH DREAMS 
THESE UP?   A lexophile of course! 
 
 
 
LESSON IN LYING 
 
 A minister told his congregation, "Next week I 
plan to preach about the sin of lying. To help 
you understand my sermon, I want you all to 
read Mark 17." 
 
The following Sunday, as he prepared to 
deliver his sermon, the minister asked for a 
show of hands. He wanted to know how many 
had read Mark 17. Every hand went up. The 
minister smiled and said, "Mark has only 16 
chapters. I will now proceed with my sermon 
on the sin of lying." 

Parish Pump 

——————————————- 
SUMMER  
OPEN  
DAY 

 Friday 7 JUL 2017 
 at 18 Hylton Drive,  

Cheadle Hulme 
 from 12 noon – 8 pm 

Admission – £1 - includes 1 free drink 
(accompanied children free) 

Lunches, Teas & Suppers  
Bring & Buy, Cakes, Plants 

 ~~~ 

All proceeds to our 4 charities… 
Lifeshare,  

Francis House ,  
Suk Jai orphanage (Mae Gone)  
& Stockport Without Abuse 

 
——————————————- 

 
HUMOUR 
 
Lexophile is a lover of words, especially in 
word games, puzzles, anagrams, 
palindromes, etc.  They love to use words in 
unusual ways, such as a calendar's days are 
numbered or a thief who stole a calendar got 
twelve months. 
 
Venison for dinner again?   Oh deer! 
How does Moses make tea?   Hebrews it. 
England has no kidney bank, but it does have 
a Liverpool. 
I tried to catch some fog, but I mist 
They told me I had type-A blood, but it was a 
Typo. 
 I changed my iPod's name to Titanic.  It's 
syncing now. 
Jokes about German sausage are the wurst. 
  
I know a guy who's addicted to brake fluid, but 
he says he can stop any time. 
 I stayed up all night to see where the sun 
went, and then it dawned on me. 
This girl said she recognized me from the 
vegetarian club, but I'd never met herbivore. 
When chemists die, they barium. 
 I'm reading a book about anti-gravity.   I just 
can't put it down. 

    Breakfast Before                            
on  11 JUN 2017 
  [& every 2nd Sunday]   

  Typical menu available:  
Cereal, toast, tea, coffee,  

Fresh orange, fruit 
 Bacon baps,  

Pancakes /waffles or croissant 



 

 

6. Culture is seen as the enemy instead of 
an opportunity for believers to become 
salt and light. 

7. Pastors and other leaders in the church 
become discouraged and withdraw from 
effective leadership. 

8. If the churches are a part of a 
denomination or similar affiliation, 
meetings of those denominations mirror 
the churches in lost focus and 
divisiveness. 

       Alan 

CROSSWORD 
 
Across 
8  Laban complained he had not been allowed 
to kiss them when Jacob fled with his family 
(Genesis 31:28) (13) 
9  In favour of (3)  
10 ‘The child’s father and mother — at what 
was said about him’ (Luke 2:33) (9)  
11 Swagger (Psalm 12:8) (5)  
13 ‘Terrors — him on every side and dog his 
every step’ (Job 18:11) (7)  
16 Bay bits (anag.) (7)  
19 Preach, address an audience, speak in 
public (5)  
22 Holy Communion (9)  
24 ‘On their way to — out the land, Joshua 
instructed them, “Go and make a survey of the 
land”’ (Joshua 18:8) (3) 
25 Joseph advised Pharaoh to appoint these 
to administer his grain storage plan (Genesis 
41:34) (13) 
 
Down 
1  ‘Assyria’s pride will be brought down and — 
sceptre will pass away’ (Zechariah 10:11) (6) 
2  ‘And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and 
in — with God and men’ (Luke 2:52) (6) 
3  The descendants of Esau (Genesis 36:9) 
(8)  
4  The components of the crown that Jesus 
was made to wear before his crucifixion (John 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
All of our major denominations pay towards a 
national survey of churches which studies 
trends, growth and decline. 
 
Here is an extract from their report regarding 
churches of all types which are in decline. 
Please read this and see if you think that it 
applies here. 
 
For those who wish to read further, a fuller 
version can be found at: 
http://www.lifeway.com/pastors/2016/08/16/the-
most-common-factor-in-declining-churches/ 
 
The Most Common Factor In Declining 
Churches   By Thom S. Rainer 
I am honoured and humbled to be in a place 
where I get to hear from and study about 
thousands of churches. The leaders and 
congregants in those churches provide me with 
incredible information and data. I am grateful, 
because I’m not smart enough to understand 
these issues on my own. 
 
THE MOST COMMON FACTOR 
Stated simply, the most common factor in 
declining churches is an inward focus. 
 
The ministries are only for the members.  
The budgetary funds are used almost 
exclusively to meet the needs of the members.  
The times of worship and worship styles are 
geared primarily for the members. Conflict takes 
place when members don’t get things their way. 
You get the picture. 
 
WARNING SYMPTOMS 
After studying and consulting with thousands of 
churches, I began to see clearly this pattern. 
Even more, I began to recognize symptoms of 
an inward focus. See if you recognize a few of 
these. 

1. There are very few attempts to minister to 
those in the community. 

2. Church business meetings become 
arguments over preferences and desires. 

3. Numbers of members in the congregation 
are openly critical of the pastor, other 
church staff, and lay leaders in the 
church. 

4. Any change necessary to become a 
Great Commission church is met with 
anger and resistance. 

5. The past becomes the hero. 

 
 

 
 
 

  
Sat 24 JUN 7pm 



 

 

19:2) (6)  
5  Colour of cloth which was to cover holy objects 
in the tabernacle when moving camp (Numbers 
4:6–12) (4)  
6  One of the gold articles plundered from the 
Midianites offered to the Lord by the Israelite army 
‘to make atonement’ (Numbers 31:50) (6)  
7  ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children’s teeth are set — — ’ (Jeremiah 31:29) 
(2,4)  
12 Ate (anag.) (3)  
14 ‘We ourselves... groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for our — as sons’ (Romans 8:23) (8)  
15 Abram’s nephew (Genesis 14:12) (3)  
16 Rupture (Job 30:14) (6)  
17 ‘Yet to all who received him... he gave the right 
to — children of God’ (John 1:12) (6)  
18 ‘I... asked him the true meaning of all — . — he 
told me and gave me the interpretation of these 
things’ (Daniel 7:16) (4,2)  
20 Military units (Exodus 14:20) (6)  
21 ‘Joseph her husband was a righteous man and 
did not want to — her to public disgrace’ (Matthew 
1:19) (6)  

23 Diva (anag.) (4) 

ORGAN REPLACED BY COFFEE 
 
 The story of a church finding a new 
way to serve its community – and the 
sacrifice it entailed 
 
Southcote, a housing estate in 
Reading, Berkshire, used to have a 
cafe, a pub and a library, but the cafe 
and pub closed down and the library 
was under threat too.  For a church 
wanting to connect with and to serve 
its community, the question was clear: 
in an estate deprived of amenities, 
what can we offer?  The answer was 
a cafe. 

Would people come?  Grange United 
Reformed Church had previously 
invited parents of the preschool that 
used its hall to coffee mornings, but 
with no success.  However, a church 
on a nearby estate ran a successful 
after-school cafe attracting parents 
and children on the way home from 
school.  Grange URC was in a similar 
situation, with two schools nearby, the 
pre-school on its premises and a 
doctor’s surgery across the road. 

Grange is a small church with limited 
resources and few members under 70.  One 
asset it had was a modern sanctuary that was 
not much used during the week.  When the 
pub closed, a covenant on the land meant 
that the council had to use some of the funds 
released to benefit the community.  A 
community meeting was held to consider how 
to spend these funds and the idea of a cafe 
proved popular, but the council could not staff 
it or provide premises. 

The church discussed and prayed.  Despite 
some trepidation, they decided they wanted 
to make the cafe happen, but could not do it 
on their own.  The three churches and two 
faith charities on the estate regularly work 
together well as ‘Southcote Alive’, so they 
agreed to work on this together.  This also 
gave them a name for the project: Cafe 
Alive. … 

from the May 2017 edition of REFORM 

 

http://www.reform-magazine.co.uk/category/may-2017/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap,  
notify Glyn Elsden and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.   
On arrival, always check notice board for last minute changes. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH REGISTERS  -  NONE 
——————————————————————————— 

 
32 YEARS AGO!!!!                    

 “YOU” 
 
“You are a walking advertisement of your  Church and the Christ whom it proclaims.  You take the 
Church out of its four walls, and make it live in the everyday affairs of life.  In fact, what people think of 
your Church, they think of you. 
 
The preaching in the pulpit is fruitless unless it is reflected in the lives of members of the congregation.  
Christian teaching is ineffective unless it comes to life in the attitudes and behaviour of people. Your 
church is measured not so much by what its leaders say as by what you do. 
 
It is easy to make speeches and claims, but claims must be validated by the product.  You are your 
church’s product and the validation of its claims.  You are the means by which the good life advocated 
by the church is communicated to people. 
 
Your church professes a concern for people; you express that concern in the way you act towards 
others.  Your church tries to build up a Christian world; you validate these attempts by your conduct on 
the job or in your community. Your church claims to have a gospel that will make people new, opening 
to them a more satisfying life; you are the demonstration of that claim. 
 
Your daily acts as Christians preach more sermons, teach more people, and save more lives than the 
words that are spoken inside the four walls of your church building.  Without you the church has no 
life.” 

(extract from an Australian Church magazine) 
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Morning  
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Holy  
Communion 

 
Time 

 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 

 
Leaders Rev Dr Jack 

McKelvey Rev Alan Poolton Ed Strachan Rev Alan Poolton 

 Reader B Platt Louise Frankish T Clarkson V Elliott 
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B Platt N Lawrence A Manley V Elliott 

Flowers M Smithers H Elsden R Lawrence T Clarkson 
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CALENDAR 
 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......        
 
JUNE     
  
Thu 01                
Fri 02  10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir rehearsal 
  Sat 03  10.00 am    Coffee Morning in aid of Church Charities 
      
Mon 05        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 06   9.30 am     Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed 07   
Thu 08                  
Fri 09 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 10       
  Sun 11 11.45 am     Management meeting  
 
Mon 12        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 13   9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed  14 12 -2 pm    Soup, Sweet & Meet    
Thu 15             7.30 pm Elders’ meeting ~ Church    8 pm  Ladies Circle ~ Vera Lees’ 
Fri  16 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 17  ] JOINT CHURCH WEEKEND AWAY -  THORNLEIGH 
  Sun18  ] 
Mon 19         8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 20     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed  21  
Thu 22                 
Fri  23 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Sat 24         7.00 pm  Film Night       
 Sun 25      CHURCH ANNIVERSARY, GIFT DAY and FAITH LUNCH    
   
Mon 26        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 27     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed  28 
Thu 29              
Fri  30 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 
  Copy for JULY 2017 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  18 JUN 2016 

 Edited & Published by Bernie & Alison Stevens, 77 Dean Lane, Hazel Grove, Stockport SK7 6EJ               
01625 877180;   swannlanesecretary@gmail.com  

 
 
CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS:  
 8, Grandchildren. 9, Pro. 10, Marvelled. 11, Strut. 13, Startle. 16, Babysit. 19, Orate. 22, Eucharist. 24, Map. 25, Commissioners.  
 DOWN:  
 1, Egypt’s. 2, Favour. 3, Edomites. 4, Thorns. 5, Blue. 6, Armlet. 7, On edge. 12, Tea. 14, Adoption. 15, Lot. 16, Breach. 17, 
Become. 18, This So. 20, Armies. 21, Expose. 23, Avid. 


