
 

 

 
 

MIRROR, MIRROR ON THE WALL ~  
HOW DO YOU SEE YOURSELF THIS LENT? 

 
 
Somebody asked a Christian friend why he was eating doughnuts, when he had given 
them up for Lent! He answered, ‘At the bakers I told God, that if He wanted me to buy 
doughnuts, He should provide a parking space in front. On the eighth time around, there it 
was!’ Rather than seeing Lent simply as a time to give things up, let’s use it intentionally 
for self-examination, reading Scripture, penitence, fasting and prayer.  
 
At Jesus’ baptism, God’s voice says, ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.’ (Luke 3:22). The Holy Spirit then leads Jesus into the wilderness, where we find 
Him coming to terms with who He is. Satan’s temptations challenge Jesus in key three 
areas of His identity: social action, political power, and religious identity (Luke 4: 1-13). It 
is as though Jesus looked into the mirror at Himself to discern what kind of Saviour He 
would be. 
 
We can also think of Lent as an opportunity to hold a mirror up to ourselves and ask the 
question, ‘who am I? It is a season of honest encounter with who we are, what we’ve 
done, and the world in which we live. How will you keep Lent period of 40 days running up 
to Easter? What will you see when you hold up the mirror to yourself? Alongside taking 
time to read Scripture, study a Christian book and pray with fasting, why not give up 
texting for Lent and simply talk on the phone; commit ourselves to just working 40 hours a 
week or spend five minutes each day in silence!  
 
Whatever we do, Lent is a season for self-reflection, as we put ourselves in a position to 
receive afresh the forgiveness and healing that God offers. 
 
              Parish Pump 
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
We think again of friends and families of our 
Church fellowship who are sick or just confined 
to their homes for other reasons.  The many 
people who are anxious or depressed, we pray 
for them.  The winter months are long and 
dreary - maybe the oncoming Spring will 
lighten their spirits.  We pray especially for 
Barbara & Tommy Danson, Norman & Rena 
Lawrence and Ann and Madge Hardie. 
 
During February, Ed Strachan and Bernie 
Stevens alongside Alan led our worship.  On 5 
FEB, we joined in fellowship with our Bramhall 
church at their two morning services. 
 
Alison Manley would like to thank all those who 
supported the  February Coffee Morning in aid 
of cystic fibrosis which raised £78.50 and 
enabled Alison and her sister to send a cheque 
for £100 to the Society. 
 
Our Toddler Group is trotting and crawling 
along very nicely.  Numbers are steady and our 
volunteer helpers are coping without Louise 
Everett, whom we all miss very much. Also, 
from the ‘Outreach’ point of view, the Film 
Night is growing from strength to strength.  We 
have many folk from the neighbourhood joining 
us for, what is, a very friendly and successful 
evening. 
 
Thank you to all who regularly help at the 
Jumble Sale.  Again, a lot of the helpers are 
co-opted from outside our congregation.  This 
is good and we are so grateful to them. 
 
We were very shocked and sorry to hear of the 
large fire that destroyed the Church of 
Ascension in Salford. This was a very valued 
church, its building was of historical importance 
but more important was the community work 
that took place there.   The reason for our 
concern is that this is the church community 
that use all of our left over Jumble Sale items.  
The Vicar, Rev David Wyatt, who was 
interviewed on the television, and his wife are 
personally involved in the recycling of all this 
material.   Having spoken to Mrs Wyatt about 
the fire and consequences of the destruction, 
she seemed very positive about the future of 
the Church community.  As you probably know, 
they had just completed an expensive 
refurbishment and her words were “we will just 
have to raise the money again and sell a lot 
more of your second hand clothes etc” 
We will pray for this community in Salford as 

they climb a very steep hill into the future. 
 
Alan has been unwell - we hope that his week 
north of the border will have aided recovery. 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
SUN 19 MAR -11.45am CHURCH MEETING 
Sat 1 APR - 10 am Coffee Morning  
            7.30 pm  Sue’s Singers in Concert  

The News Team 
—————————— 

 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
 
We are grateful to Bernice for hosting our 
February meeting at short notice as Vera was 
ill. After a fairly simple and funny quiz, we 
enjoyed refreshments and chatting before 
thanks were expressed to Bernice. 
 
The next meeting will now be held at Vera’s 
on 1 MAR. 

Vivienne Wilson 
——————–——— 

 
LADIES CIRCLE 
The meeting last month was held at the home 
of Muriel Prestbury. 
We were given the opportunity to listen to the 
recording of the memorial service for BBC 
broadcaster Brian Johnston, held in 1994 in 
Westminster Abbey, and attended by a 
packed house of over 2,000 
I do not think there were many people who 
didn’t listen avidly to his broadcasts, even if 
they were not addicted to cricket.  He was a 
consummate presenter and for over 50 years 
was the voice of cricket on the BBC.  He had 
a unique style and his programmes were 
peppered with his amusing comments which 
sent all who heard him into fits of giggles. 
The service and music were beautiful to hear 
and the obituaries were read by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Prime 
Minister, John Major. 
We were all privileged to hear this service 
and, may I say, enjoyed it. 
Thank you Muriel for your hospitality, may you 
continue to enjoy your cricket. 
The next meeting will be at Vivienne Wilson’s 
on Thursday 16 MAR. 

Bernice Platt 



 

 

 
50 YEARS AGO! 
 
Women’s Circle - Our Annual Social Evening 
was held this month.  Fifty-five members and 
husbands attended what proved to be a 
delightful evening.  Our entertainment was 
very ably organised by Mrs Helen Keating, 
who brought along the Linley Singers. We 
were entertained with a varied and enjoyable 
selection of songs and music ranging from a 
piano “trio” (perhaps better explained as six 
hands on one piano!) to a recital on the 
Bassoon by Mr Keating. I think this is the first 
time many of us have seen this instrument at 
close quarters and had its workings (8ft of 
tube) explained to us. 
 
During the evening a Buffet supper was 
served. Our farewell presentation of a copper 
Flower Trough and flower Pin-Holder was 
made to our past President, Mrs Taylor, at the 
close of the evening. 
 
The Play-Group held an “open evening” on the 
9th February.  This was well attended by over 
40 parents and we were able to show them 
the equipment used by the children and 
explain our future aims. During the evening Mr 
Lee showed colour slides of pre-school 
activities with a commentary by Mrs Lee. 
 
The next meeting on March 15th will take the 
form of an Easter Anthology and Devotional 
Service. Members of the Women’s Fellowship 
and Men’s Meeting are invited to share the 
evening with us. 
 
May I close this report with a few words of 
appreciation to our Past President, Mrs C L 
Taylor.  Mrs Taylor has given us her full 
support and encouragement and, in fact, has 
moulded the Women’s Circle into the happy 
group that it is today.  We intend to continue 
along the same lines and hope that when Mrs 
Taylor reads about our activities in future 
magazines, she will feel happy and satisfied 
with her “girls”. 
 
We sincerely wish both Mr and Mrs Taylor and 
their son good health and happiness in their 
new home 

A Scott                      
———————————— 

 

HUMOUR 
 
What shall we do with the Nonconformists...... 
Some of the parishes in mid-Wales saw much 
bi t terness between Angl icans and 
Nonconformists.  A vicar of one such parish 
was out visiting a widower of a parishioner who 
had died.  As the vicar knocked at the door, 
the Free Church minister was leaving. 
“When do you want me to bury your wife?” 
asked the vicar. 

+++++++++++++++++++        
WED ~ 8 MAR 

    Soup  Sweet &  Meet                  
      12 .00   ~   2 pm                           
+++++++++++++++++++ 

“I’ve asked this minister to do it,” said the 
widower; “I thought you would refuse  as she 
was a Dissenter.” 
“Who told you that?” barked the vicar.  The 
widower looked sheepishly at the minister. 
“Did you say that?” snapped the vicar. 
Well“, said the minister, “I thought you would 
object to burying a Nonconformist.” 
“On the contrary,” said the vicar, smiling, “I 
should be only too happy to bury you all.” 
 

Reverend Sirs, Ladies and Gentlemen  
by Don Lewis 

 
————————–—————————— 

WOMEN’S WORLD 
DAY of PRAYER 

2 pm   Fri 3 MAR 2017 
Cheadle Hulme METHODIST Church 

 
Theme:  “Am I Being Unfair to You?” 
Prepared by the Christian Women of 

The Philippines 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
————————–—————————— 

    Breakfast Before                            
ON  12 MAR 2017 
  [and every 2nd Sunday]   

  Menu available:  
Cereal, toast, tea, coffee,  

Fresh orange, fruit 



 

 

children, following Lord Dubs’ amendment. 
While exact figures were not given in final 
legislation, the number envisaged was 
considerably more than the limit that has now 
been imposed. The intention to suspend the 
programme was made in a written ministerial 
statement earlier this week. 
 
In the statement and a letter to the Home 
Secretary, Amber Rudd, leaders of the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Church 
of Scotland, Quakers in Britain, the United 
Reformed Church and the Methodist Church 
urged the Government to reconsider and 
adopt a policy that prioritises the wellbeing 
of children. The statement points out the 
potentially damaging effect of signalling to 
already vulnerable minors that they are unlikely 
to find safe passage and re-settlement if they 
make themselves known to relevant 
authorities. Compelling evidence shows that 
many such children have simply “disappeared” 
from the temporary refugee camps. The 
statement also highlights work already done by 
churches and community groups to provide 
welcome and support for refugee children and 
families, and encourages an approach that 
actively seeks to engage with such agencies, 
rather than limiting provision to the capacity of 
Local Authorities. 
 
Commenting on the statement, the Rt Revd Dr 
Russell Barr, Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, said: ‘We 
urge UK Government ministers to reconsider 
and we remain willing to work with the Home 
Office to find creative ways to deliver on the 
widespread expectation on the part of the 
general public to achieve the goal of 3,000 
children as soon as possible. As Christians we 
believe that there is a moral imperative to ‘love 
our neighbour’, illustrated in Jesus’ parable of 
the Good Samaritan, that defines anyone in 
need as our neighbour regardless of race, 
nationality, religion, language or culture.’ 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER   

Our prayers are asked on:  
  

5 March URC   The minister, 
Alan Poolton, as he takes on 
additional pastoral work and the 
fellowship as they support each 
other.  

12 March   All Saints (Cof E)   
The minister, Janet Bacon and 
the fellowship as they encourage each other and 
show God’s love in the community.     

+ Grove Lane Baptist    Youth Groups Open 
Sunday special service and event –featuring their 
activities during the week and on Sunday. 

 
19 March Grove Lane Baptist The fellowship 
and deacons as they lead all services and activities 
whilst moving forward in the process of appointing a 
minister.    
 
26th March Society of Friends For the times of 
worship and cherishing God’s love in worship and 
daily life.  

—————— 
 

LENT LUNCHES  ~  12 noon to 2 pm 
4 March  -  St Ann’s 
 11 March  -  URC 

 18 March  -  All Saints 
 25 March  -  Grove Lane 

 1 April  -  Society of Friends 
 8 April  -  Methodist 

——————————————— 
 
SUSPENSION of “DUBS” POLICY 
 
In a joint letter and statement to the Home 
Secretary, the leaders of five Churches, including 
the United Reformed Church, have denounced the 
suspension of the “Dubs” programme for the safe 
re-settlement of unaccompanied minors seeking 
refuge in the United Kingdom. 
 
The statement was signed on behalf of the URC by 
General Assembly Co-Moderators, the Revd Kevin 
Watson and Mr Alan Yates.  Kevin Watson 
commented, ‘We lament this decision made by the 
Government, which must do all that is within its 
power to recognise and uphold the rights of 
children fleeing conflict.’ 
 
In May 2016 Parliament committed itself to an 
ongoing programme of resettlement for lone 

 
 

 
 
 
 

7 pm                          
 Sat 25 MAR 



 

 

The Revd Lynn Green, General Secretary of the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain, commented: ‘I 
have visited some of the temporary camps for 
myself and have been deeply moved both by the 
humanity of those who live there, and the 
vulnerability of unaccompanied children and 
young people who seek shelter within those 
communities. Many have already been robbed of 
much of their childhood and we have a moral 
responsibility to do all that we can to protect them 
and provide places of refuge and support.’ 
 
The Revd Dr Roger Walton, President of the 
Methodist Conference, added: ‘It is not a 
question of the management of resources, but 
rather a matter of political will. The way that we 
treat the most vulnerable is a sign of what we 
aspire to be as a society.’ 
 
Paul Parker, Recording Clerk for Quakers in 
Britain, said: ‘The ability to ask for sanctuary is a 
human right, and the willingness to provide it is 
an act of basic humanity. If the effect of the 
Government’s decision is that a child’s safest 
route to sanctuary in Britain is to risk their life on 
the back of a truck, then we as a country must do 
better.’ 
 
STATEMENT 
We are dismayed to hear, through the 
announcement from the Immigration Minister this 
week, of our Government’s intention to suspend 
its programme of resettling unaccompanied 
minors in March 2017. We urge the Government 
to reconsider this decision and to recognise the 
potential harm that this policy might cause. 
 
Throughout the United Kingdom, our churches 
have sought to offer welcome and practical 
support to refugees and asylum seekers of all 
ages, often working in partnership with other faith 
and community groups. It is disappointing your 
consideration of provision is restricted to the 
perceived capacity of Local Authorities. This 
approach is devoid of ambition and lacks 
creativity. We would encourage an approach to 
refugee re-settlement that actively includes and 
engages those community groups and agencies, 
who offer the potential of raising our existing 
capacity. 
 
There is compelling evidence that many young 
people have “disappeared” from temporary 
camps. If this disturbing trend is to be avoided in 
future, it is vital that they have the confidence to 
present themselves to the relevant authorities at 
their earliest opportunity. This will only happen if 

they know that in so doing, they will be cared for 
and given safe passage. The current policy 
announcement risks sending out a message that 
will further discourage this, and thus significantly 
increase the risk of harm to these children. 
 
As the minister rightly asserted, the UK can be 
proud of its record in welcoming refugee 
children, which now extends back for over half a 
century. We believe that this should continue to 
be the case and would urge the abandonment of 
any policy that gives any impression to the 
contrary. 
As a nation we have a rigorous approach to 
safeguarding, reflecting a strong commitment to 
the wellbeing of children and vulnerable citizens. 
We do not believe that this commitment should 
be limited by political borders. 
 
We urge you therefore to adopt a policy that 
places the wellbeing and safety of children 
above every other consideration. Not only do we 
commend this as representing our own Christian 
values, but it is what we believe the 
overwhelming majority of UK citizens would 
believe to be right and just. 

Signatories 
The Rev Lynn Green,  

~Baptist Union 
 

The Rt Rev Dr Russell Barr,  
~Church of Scotland 

 
The Rev Kevin Watson  

& Mr Alan Yates, ~URC 
 

Rev Dr Roger Walton  
& Ms Rachel Lampard,  
~Methodist Conference 

 
Mr Paul Parker,  

~Quakers  in Britain 
=============================== 

SUE’S SINGERS  
in CONCERT 

~ 
at CHEADLE HULME URC 

~ 
SATURDAY 1 APRIL 2017 

 
7.30 PM         Tickets:  £5 

============================== 

7 pm                           



 

 

people living in the developing world where 
poverty, climate conditions, natural disasters, 
corruption and trading injustice prevent 
freedom of choice. 
 
Crucially, the choices we make in the UK often 
have a direct impact on the scope for choice 
available to our brothers and sisters in the 
developing world. In recent years our own 
culture and attitudes to the poor and vulnerable 
have been changing beyond recognition. 
 
Fairtrade Fortnight is crunch time. As Christians 
it’s time to choose. Are we on the side of 
‘anything for a bargain’ and ‘who cares where 
my food comes from’ or are we on the side of 
Christ who identified with the poor and lived 
and died sacrificially for others? Choosing Fair 
Trade over other shopping options is not an 
optional extra for Christians and it’s time to 
change our lifestyles if we’re serious about 
following Christ. 
 
Come and support Traidcraft over the weekend 
of 4th/5th March 

Morag Smith 

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT  (27 FEB TO12 MAR) 
 
There is a place up in the Rocky Mountains of 
Colorado where a small trickle of water 
separates into two streams. For those drops of 
water a small drift to the left or to the right can 
have an immensely different outcome. Water to 
the left flows west into the Colorado River, the 
Gulf of California and then the Pacific Ocean. 
Water to the right flows east to the Mississippi 
River, the Gulf of Mexico and then the Atlantic 
Ocean. One small turning point, two very 
different destinations. The choices we make can 
be like that. They may not seem great at the 
time, but they can change the course of our life. 
 
Life is all about choices. As children we choose 
our friends, our interests, whether to work hard, 
or not. Later we choose where we live, our 
career path, how we look after our health, our 
attitude to obstacles and difficulties, our 
response to causes and issues. As Christians we 
choose to follow Christ, and then to keep 
following Him in the choices of day to day life. 
Sometimes our ability to choose is limited by 
life’s circumstances. That’s especially true for 



 

 

SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify 
Glyn Elsden and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.   
On arrival, always check notice board for last minute changes. 

 

 
 
 

CHURCH REGISTERS  -  NONE 
 

——————————————————————————— 
SPRING 

 Another winter finished; 
Our hearts are full of joy! 

The icy frosts diminish 
And summer sun’s ahoy! 

  

Last summer seems so distant 
The autumn leaves long gone; 
But now, each passing instant 

Is full of sunny song. 
  

The seasons flow reminds us –  
The climbing, sinking sun; 

That death’s dread cords won’t bind us 
Our time with Christ will come! 

 

  by Nigel Beeton 
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26 MAR 

 
Service 

 
Morning  
Worship 

 
Family                           
Service 

 
Morning                         
Worship 

 
Morning                      

Communion 

 
Time 

 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 

 
Leaders Sandy & Morag 

Smith 
Rev Alan                    
Poolton Ed Strachan Rev Alan  

Poolton 

 Reader V Elliott Louise Frankish J Hodson V Lees 

Duty                   
Elder 

P Oliver B Stevens S Smith H Frankish/             
C Davies 

Door  
Duty 

D Green B Danson M Morton 

Flowers S Altree I Grieve J Mirams 

Coffee D Green / B Platt M Davies / C Brooks S & M Smith 

 
Notes 

FAIRTRADE 
1ST SUNDAY  

IN LENT 

                                 
BREAKFAST      

BEFORE 

 
CHURCH  
MEETING 

COMMUNION+ 
MOTHERING 

SUNDAY 

V Elliott 

M Morton 

H & L Frankish 



 

 

CALENDAR 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......        
 
MARCH 
 
Wed 01   2.15 pm    Women’s Fellowship ~ Vera Lees’ home     
Thu 02             
Fri 03 10.00 am    Toddlers     
    2.00 pm    Women’s World Day of Prayer ~ Methodist     7.45 pm  Choir rehearsal 
  Sat 04 10.00 am   Coffee Morning ~ Traidcraft      12 noon     CTCH Lent Lunch ~ St Ann’s 
  Sun 05   3.00 pm   Traidcraft Afternoon Tea    
Mon 06         8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 07     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church   7.30 pm Lent Studies ~ Bramhall URC Library 
Wed 08 12 -2 pm     Soup, Sweet & Meet   
Thu 09                
Fri 10 10.00 am   Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir rehearsal 
  Sat 11 12 noon    CTCH Lent Lunch ~ URC 
  Sun12      
Mon 13     7.30 pm  Elders’  ~ Church    8 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 14   9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  7.30 pm Lent Studies ~ Bramhall URC Library 
Wed 15    
Thu 16   8.00 pm    Ladies Circle ~ Vivienne Wilson’s home      
Fri 17 10.00 am    Toddlers       7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 18 12 noon      CTCH Lent Lunch ~ All Saints  7.00 pm   Sausage, Mash & Quiz ~ Church 
  Sun 19     CHURCH MEETING    
Mon 20        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 21   9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  7.30 pm Lent Studies ~ Bramhall URC Library 
Wed  22  
Thu 23                 
Fri  24 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 25  12 noon     CTCH Lent Lunch ~ Grove Lane    7.00 pm  Film Night       
  Sun26         
Mon 27         8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 28     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  7.30 pm Lent Studies ~ Bramhall URC Library 
Wed  29  
Thu 30                 
Fri  31 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 
APRIL 
  Sat 01  10.00 am    Coffee Morning  12 noon    CTCH Lent Lunch ~ Society of Friends    
         7.30 pm Sue’s Singers in Concert    
  Sun02   
 
  Copy for APR 2017 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  19 MAR 2016 
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