
 

 

Friends  “I wish it could be Easter everyday….” (apologies to Roy Wood) 
 
Do you remember the old “Roy Wood and Wizard” song – “I wish it could be Christmas 
everyday”?  It is something which children tend to say – in essence I wish I could have 
the presents and the excitement of Christmas every day.  It may be so for children, but I 
think I speak for many adults in saying that it would be cripplingly expensive and just too 
difficult to arrange ordinary workaday life around. 
 
But there is a sense, as we sit here with Easter behind us, looking forward to Pentecost 
and beyond, that what we all need, is not Christmas every day – welcoming the new born 
baby into our world, but Easter every day.  We need that sense of starting again, of 
finding that the impossible is after all not only possible but something that can be on offer 
to each of us.  We need to see signs of resurrection in our personal and church lives. 
 
There was a time when I was a small child in church when it would be quite common to 
meet other Christians and ask “Are you born again?”.  It was a way of asking if people 
had had a conversion experience.  The phrase has come somewhat into disrepute in 
recent years so Bible translators have started to use the phrase – “you must be born 
from above”; both carry the need for a fresh start, in effect a resurrection experience.  
 
In practice what we all ask for is not only to be “born again” but to carry on constantly 
being reborn.  This is what our forebears used to term revival.  This happens when we 
stop believing that things cannot change but instead look for the simple signs of new 
growth in the everyday things around us.  The signs are there, but we tend to focus 
instead on the failures, on the things which do not change.  But this is not what God 
wants for our society. 
 
It says in the New Testament regarding Jesus’ ministry that “he was not able to perform 
many miracles in that place due to their (his own people) unbelief”.  Belief is the key, 
simply expecting God to work in our lives, not bound by old ways but to see a new thing. 
 
I wish it could be Easter every day, though I’m not a great fan of Easter Eggs!  

Best wishes Alan 
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
Again, this month, we pray for all who are 
sick in any way, housebound for any reason 
or just disillusioned with life.  We pray that 
God will be with them in whatever need they 
have.  We think especially of Michael & Mo 
Morton, Andy & Sue Altree, Tommy & 
Barbara Danson and Paul & Anita Davies.  
We pray that God will strengthen any families 
who have been bereaved in our community. 
 
We were pleased to welcome Margaret 
Dexter-Brown, Rev Dr Jack McKelvey and 
Robert Williams to lead our services during 
April.  Our joint service on Palm Sunday, 
shared with our friends from Bramhall, was a 
very thoughtful service of music, drama and 
readings ably led by church members from 
both churches.  On Maundy Thursday, Bernie 
led a very well attended Tenebrae service, 
also joint with our friends from Bramhall.  
Holy Week ended with the reverence of the 
death of Jesus being remembered with the 
Rev Dr Jack McKelvey on Good Friday and 
on Easter Sunday we celebrated with Alan as 
he shared all-age communion with us.  
 
Thanks go to Nancie Kilpatrick who sent 
good wishes for Easter to all her dear friends 
at Swann Lane.  We wish her the best of 
health for the coming summer months. 
 
Once again, Mavis thanks the people who 
give regularly to the Leprosy Mission.  
Perhaps more folk would consider giving a 
very small donation at the next collection in 
October.  ‘Many very small donations all add 
up to a worthwhile amount’.   
 
Open Day at 18 Hylton Drive will be Friday 7 
JUL 12.30 pm - 8 pm with food, stalls and 
lots of tea and coffee. 
 
Thank you all those who continue to donate 
money or food items to the Chelwood 
Foodbank.  Unfortunately, the need is still 
there and we are grateful for all donations. 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
14 – 20 MAY – CHRISTIAN AID WEEK - 
sponsored walk 13th; forms will be available   
+volunteers needed for the house collections  
25 JUN - Gift Day and Anniversary 
9 JUL -  CHURCH MEETING 

The News Team 

MARY’S MEALS 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who was able 
to support last month’s Saturday Coffee 
Morning which was in aid of Mary’s Meals.  
We raised an amazing £105 which has been 
sent to them.  Thank you on behalf of all the 
extra children who will benefit from a day’s 
schooling and a meal. 

Mo Morton 
 

—————————————— 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
 
I had arranged for 2 tables of whist at our April 
meeting as I expected 8 people.  
Unfortunately, 1 member was ill so we only 
had 7 and therefore played all together with 2 
packs of cards.  It really was “Whacky Whist” 
as we called it with the rules being made as 
we went along!  However, we had a lot of fun 
and finished with the usual refreshments. 
 
The next meeting is at Mavis Mott’s home on 
3 MAY at 2.15 pm 

Vivienne Wilson 
——————–——— 

LADIES CIRCLE 
We had a most interesting and peaceful 
evening listening to beautiful music supplied 
by our friend Elva who also had researched 
the background to each piece. 
Elva had asked each of us to tell her our 
favourite hymn and this was the basis of our 
evening.  We learned an immense amount 
about the composers and were surprised to 
learn that several of our most favourite hymns 
were written by the same composer. 
Listening to the words and music of these 
beautiful hymns made it a perfect evening, 
and the 11 ladies present went home feeling 
uplifted. 
The next meeting will be on Thur 11 MAY at  
Carole Davies’ home at 8 pm. 

      Bernice Platt 
 +++++++++++++++++++        

WED ~ 10 MAY 
    Soup  Sweet &  Meet                 

      12 .00   ~   2 pm                          
+++++++++++++++++++ 



 

 

them for political reasons.  We do not. We 
help them because they are people, in need. 
 
The help Christian Aid gives is: 
FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY - practical help to 
peasant farmers to improve food production 
and, in acute emergencies, food distribution. 
WORK FOR THE POOR - training schemes in 
bread-winning skills and trades. 
HEALTH FOR THE SICK -  training local 
health workers in hygiene, nutrition and simple 
medicine. 
SUPPORT FOR REFUGEES - emergency 
shelter, food, etc., and resettlement schemes. 
HELP FOR THE PERSECUTED - counselling 
on legal rights, assistance to dependents of 
political prisoners. 
 

Christian Aid 
—————————————                 

 
PRESENCE PRAY  
 
Heavenly Father,  
Parting from our loved ones is difficult. We long 
to be together, but sometimes it isn’t possible 
and we don’t always understand. The disciples 
must have wanted Jesus to stay with them, after 
the joy of the resurrection and those wonderful 
reunions. And yet you knew that it was better for 
them - and for us - that Jesus returned to you so 
that He could send His Spirit to live in us, to 
comfort and strengthen us and to work through 
us. Thank you that even though human parting 
is inevitable, because of Jesus eternal life is 
freely offered to those who trust in Him. And 
while we are here on earth you promise never to 
leave us or forsake us. Thank you, Father, for 
your love - and your bigger picture!    
In Jesus name, Amen.                            
 

Parish Pump 
 

 

LEPROSY MISSION 
 
We are so blessed to have the love and 
support of so many people like you who have 
stepped up to partner with us as we see 
leprosy being defeated and lives transformed.  
Some of our Church Representatives have 
been partnering with us for many, many years 
and will have been instrumental in changing 
hundreds if not thousands of lives.  How 
amazing! 
 
Fifteen year old Irshad began treatment at 
Naini hospital in India after his family had 
ignored the initial signs of leprosy for several 
years and the gradual clawing of his hand had 
not been treated.  Fortunately, his brother saw 
an advertisement about leprosy and soon 
Irshad received multidrug therapy before 
having reconstructive surgery to give him back 
better use of his hands. 
 
Irshad said that when he first knew he had 
leprosy he ‘felt ashamed and sad and hid his 
hand and didn’t like it when people in the 
village or at school asked him about it’.  The 
only thing he had known about leprosy was 
that people with leprosy begged at the 
mosque. 
 
He now knows that he did not catch leprosy 
because of anything he had done. 
 

Extract from a news sheet  
received by Mavis Davies 

————————————— 
 
36 YEARS AGO!!!! 
 
25th Christian Aid Week;  What’s it all about 
then?  Christian Aid Week is all about helping 
people too poor to help themselves - people 
whose countries are too poor to raise their 
living-standards. 
 
Millions are in this desperate situation.  They 
can’t grow or afford enough food; and they 
can’t afford education or medical aid. It’s the 
world’s biggest and most shameful problem. 
 
Christians believe that those in acute need 
should be helped regardless of their race or 
religion, no matter what the cause of their 
need. When the cause is political - as it 
sometimes is – this doesn’t mean that we help 

    Breakfast Before                            
on  14 MAY 2017 
  [& every 2nd Sunday]   

  Typical menu available:  
Cereal, toast, tea, coffee,  

Fresh orange, fruit 
 Bacon baps,  

Pancakes /waffles or croissant 



 

 

his paint to make it go a wee bit further.  
 
As it happened, he got away with this for 
some time, but eventually the local church 
decided to do a big restoration job on the 
outside of one of their biggest buildings.  
Smokey put in a bid, and, because his price 
was so low, he got the job.  
 
So he set about erecting the scaffolding and 
setting up the planks, and buying the paint 
and, yes, I am sorry to say, thinning it down 
with turpentine........  
 
Well, Smokey was up on the scaffolding, 
painting away, the job nearly completed, 
when suddenly there was a horrendous clap 
of thunder, the sky opened, and the rain 
poured down washing the thinned paint from 
all over the church and knocking Smokey 
clear off the scaffold to land on the lawn 
amongst  the gravestones, surrounded by 
tell-tale puddles of the thinned and useless 
paint. 
 
Smokey was no fool. He knew this was a 
judgment from the Almighty, so he got down 
on his knees and cried:  
 
"Oh, God, Oh God, forgive me; what 
should I do?"  
 
And from the thunder, a mighty voice 
spoke.  
(you're going to love this) 
  
"Repaint! Repaint!  And thin no more!" 
 
"Blessed are the cracked, for they are the 
ones who let in the light." 
  

 

PRAYER FOR THE COPTIC CHURCH IN 
EGYPT AFTER PALM SUNDAY BOMBINGS 

The United Reformed Church General 
Secretary, the Revd John Proctor, and the 
Moderators of General Assembly, the Revd 
Kevin Watson and Mr Alan Yates have 
contacted Bishop Angaelos, General Bishop of 
the Coptic Orthodox Church in the UK, to send 
their sympathies and condolences on behalf of 
the URC to all those affected by the bombings at 
two Coptic churches in Egypt on Palm Sunday. 

Their greetings included assurance that prayers 
will resound for peace in Egypt and freedom for 
all and they issued the following call to prayer: 

‘God of peace and possibility, in the midst of 
strife, violence, distress and chaos we turn to 
you. We pray for those mourning the dead and 
grieving over the strife in their land(s). Bring 
healing to all who are suffering from violence 
that is creating divisions, pain, destruction and 
death. Turn the hearts of all towards the way of 
love and compassion - so that goodness, just 
deeds, the common good, hope, and trust may 
flourish. Lead all to turn their instruments of 
death into gifts of life - so that the cycle of 
violence and chaos may be broken with the way 
of peace, reconciliation and love. We pray in the 
name of the peaceful one, who taught us to pray 
‘that heaven will invade earth’. 

At least 44 people died in the blasts. So-called 
Islamic State (IS) said it was behind the attacks 
in Tanta and Alexandria. 

Joint Public Issues Team 
JPIT =Meths/URC/Baptists/CoS  

———————————————— 

PAINTING THE CHURCH... 
 
There was a Scottish painter named Smokey 
McGregor who was very interested in making a 
penny where he could, so he often thinned down 
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CHURCHES TOGETHER in Cheadle Hulme 
supported the following initiative at its last meeting: 
 
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are 
calling Christians of every denomination to join in 
with Thy Kingdom Come, a prayer initiative 
between Ascension and Pentecost (25th May to 4th 
June), to pray for the nation to know Jesus Christ. 
It is a time to seek the empowering of the Holy 
Spirit, that we may be effective witnesses to Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Praying for others to know Jesus is one of the 
most powerful things we can do. Persistent prayer 
for others brings transformation to their lives. As 
Paul writes: ‘Devote yourselves to prayer, being 
watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that 
God may open a door for our message, so that we 
may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am 
in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I 
should.’ (Colossians 4: 2-4). 
 
The Archbishops are encouraging us to choose 
five people who we can pray for regularly. Why not 
ask God to guide you, as you settle on five names 
and commit to praying for them daily, perhaps by 
using the following prayer: 
 
 ‘Loving Father, in the face of Jesus Christ your 
light and glory have blazed forth. 
Send your Holy Spirit that I may share with my 
friends the life of your Son and your love for all. 
Strengthen me as a witness to that love as I 
pledge to pray for them, for your name’s sake. 
Amen’ 

Parish Pump 
————————————————— 

 
COMMITMENT-PHOBE:  
PUTTING CHURCH BEFORE COMMUNITY? 
Does my church put itself before its community? 

What do you do in times like these? Gather, I 
guess. But does gathering make you a 
community?  I gather with a large group of 
people every Sunday to praise God, to hear 
Scripture, to reflect on the week and the world, 
and to pray into situations.  Then I go home and 
rarely gather with those people again. That is 
my choice, because I worship at a church that is 
not within walking distance. In my part of 
London that means that I don’t worship at one of 
six churches closer to me. And of course, my 
church cannot represent the whole community, 
because it is a Christian church, and although 

Christians of other denominations attend, 
people of other religions do not. 
 
So what is community?  This was the theme of 
an evening service in our church earlier this 
year.  I was left with two lasting visions: one 
was of Margaret Thatcher’s famous ‘There is no 
such thing as society’ speech, and the other 
was of Desmond Tutu’s words about ubuntu, 
the Nguni word that expresses that all humanity 
is interdependent, so that no one can call 
themselves free if even one person in their 
community is oppressed. 
 
Mrs Thatcher said: ‘It’s our duty to look after 
ourselves and then, also to look after our 
neighbour.’  Is this something that we can end 
up doing in church, as we wrangle over the 
right way to worship or grumble about the lack 
of donations to fix the roof?  Do we look after 
our own relationships with God or our building 
before we look into our wider community?  My 
church is filled with a mixture of keen-as-
mustard believers, those who are there for 
tradition, those wanting a place in a good 
school, and those who are lost in some way 
and want help.  I wonder if in all the focus on 
evangelising the people within our congregation 
we are forgetting to help the lost ones and we 
are forgetting about our role in the world… 

extract from  
REFORM, March 2017  

——————————————— 

 
THE QUICK WAY TO GET RID OF MICE 
 
Three churches in town were overrun with 
mice.  The minister of the first church trapped 
them, thereby starting a bitter row among his 
congregation about showing compassion 
towards God’s creation.   
 
 The minister of the second church humanely 
trapped the mice and then set them free 
outside.  Two days later the mice were back. 
 
 The minister of the third church humanely 
trapped the mice and then carefully baptised 
them.  They have not been seen since. 

Parish Pump 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap,  
notify Glyn Elsden and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.   
On arrival, always check notice board for last minute changes. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH REGISTERS  -  NONE 

——————————————————————————— 
  

SAMSON AND DELILAH        Now Samson, incredibly strong 
‘Cos his hair was incredibly long! 

                He could tie knots in iron 
                And wrestle a lion 

But his choice of a woman was... wrong. 
  

For the woman he chose, named ‘Delilah’ 
Was a charming, enticing, young smiler 
                She wheedled and wormed 
                She seductively squirmed 

Delilah, the lethal beguiler! 
  

Her charms they were deadly and sure 
‘Till his secret was secret no more 

                While he was asleep 
                The scissors bit deep 

And his hair fell in heaps on the floor. 
  

Take heed, if the love bug has bitten 
And with some sweet other you’re smitten 

                Like Samson, beware 
                That you don’t lose your hair 

And end up as weak as a kitten!              By Nigel Beeton 
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Leaders Margaret  

Dexter-Brown Rev Alan Poolton Ed Strachan Rev Alan Poolton 

 Reader J Hodson A Altree V Wilson H Elsden 

Elder 
Duty                    

C Davies A Stevens G Elsden C Davies/P Oliver 

Door  
Duty 

B Danson M Morton V Wilson H Elsden 

Flowers Women’s                   
Fellowship 

Ladies Circle A Stevens L Denton 

Coffee A & S Altree B & A Stevens H & L 
Frankish 

D Green / B Platt 
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CALENDAR 
 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......        
 
 
 
MAY     
 
Mon 01        8 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 02   9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed 03   2.15 pm   Women’s Fellowship  7.30 pm Elders’ meeting ~ Church 
Thu 04                
Fri 05  10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir rehearsal 
  Sat 06  10.00 am    Coffee Morning in aid of Church Charities 
      
Mon 08        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 09   9.30 am     Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed 10  12 -2 pm    Soup, Sweet & Meet    
Thu 11          8.00 pm Ladies Circle 
         8.00 pm Worship Group 
Fri 12 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 13      Christian Aid walk 
  Sun 14 11.45 am     Management meeting CHRISTIAN AID WEEK BEGINS 
 
Mon 15        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 16   9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed  17  
Thu 18              
Fri  19 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
   
Mon 22         8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 23     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed  24  
Thu 25                 
Fri  26 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Sat 27         7.00 pm  Film Night       
         
Mon 29         8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 30     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed  31 
 
 
 
  Copy for JUNE 2017 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  14 MAY 2016 
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