
 

 

 

New Year 2018 
Friends,   

 

Every New Year holds a prospect of change and of starting over. 
 
This is especially so for myself and Karen.  I shall be taking my final services prior to starting 
my sabbatical in May of this year and whilst we fully intend returning in September, it is also 
likely that 2018 will be the last FULL year that Karen and I will be with you prior to leaving full 
time stipendiary ministry some time during 2019. 
 
I am of course at this time also thinking about another journey in the Bible.  At this time of 
year, we think about the journey of the Wise Men and how they were warned in a dream to 
avoid a ruthless despot.  We think about the murder of innocent children and the forced 
emigration of Joseph and Mary into becoming refugees in a far off land which had a reputation 
for violence and a lack of welcome. Sounds like Brexit, which will also happen during 2019. 
 
In many ways, the world of 1st Century Palestine (the word was devised by the Romans) and 
our world are not so far apart.  People are now  leaving home due to fear of a military state, 
and travelling long journeys into the unknown in such huge numbers.  We think of Mary, 
probably still a teenager moving every step further away from the security of the home she 
grew up in.  We don’t know anything about Mary’s home, but we also pause and offer a 
thought for her parents, the grandparents of Jesus, who lost contact with their daughter. 
 
I know some of you have grandchildren on the other side of the world, folk that you love dearly 
but only get to see occasionally.  It’s nothing new.  This was the issue faced by Mary’s 
parents, except there were no overnight hotel stops, no mobile phones, no internet calls, no 
“Facetime”, just the un-answering silence… 
 
I hope to be travelling (cycling) as a pilgrim during my time away from you, so can’t guarantee 
I will have my phone on, but I hope I won’t face the difficulties that Mary and Joseph did! 
 
Wherever your journeys take you this coming year, may God hold you (and me!) in the palm of 
his hand for safety. 

Best wishes and Happy New Year everyone! Alan 
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
Our thoughts this month are with any of our 
congregation and friends who, for whatever 
reason, have not been able to be with us as 
often as they would have liked.  We pray 
especially for David Williams, Mo and Mike 
Morton, Reg & Pat Pollitt, Barbara & Tommy 
Danson.  Christmas, although a happy 
season, can be lonely and depressing for 
some.  We must always be mindful of the 
many people without friends or family to 
share the festive season with.   
 
A number of our services during December 
were led by our own members in addition to 
Alan but we  welcomed Linda Rayner who 
led our Christingle service with great 
relevance and Margaret Dexter-Brown who 
brought 2017 to a close on 31 Dec.  On 
Christmas Eve, although Swann Lane has no 
children who regularly attend, Bernie was 
relieved to welcome the 5 who came with 
their parents when he led a Nativity and 
communion service. 
 
Val Pope sends belated Christmas  wishes to 
friends at Swann Lane, along with best 
wishes for a very happy New Year. 
 
We held a ‘Party Time’ at the last session of 
the Toddler Group.  Along they came, these 
very small folk clad in Christmas jumpers and 
party dresses and how they enjoyed 
themselves.  A lot of food was consumed, 
brought along mostly by the Mums etc.  
Whilst the helpers were cleaning up (there 
was a private party following on) the Mums 
played Christmas music whilst the little ones 
danced.  A good time was had by all.  Thanks 
to Carole who made lovely festive small bags 
of sweets and there were party hats, of 
course! 
 
The Spring Jumble Sale will be held on Sat 
24 FEB 2018.  As usual, jumble and helpers 
needed for this great fund raiser. 
 
The Christmas Coffee Morning stall realised 
approx £300.  Thank you to all who 
contributed in any way. 
 
On 13 DEC, 24 members and friends 
enjoyed a Christmas lunch and thanks go to 
Sandy and Morag for directing the occasion.  
A wonderful time and fantastic food, which 
after the costs had been covered, raised 

£170 which was shared between Lifeshare & 
the Chelwood Foodbank (see later).   
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
SUN 14 JAN   BREAKFAST BEFORE,  
         CHURCH MEETING & FAITH LUNCH 

               The News Team 
—————— 

 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 
The last meeting for 2017 was held on Wed 
13 DEC in a beautifully decorated Church, 
when members and friends were joined by the 
church choir and Eric Ward, organist, for the 
annual ‘Carols with the Choir’.  The 
programme included 2 carols sung by the 
choir, a reading by Sandy Smith and a closing 
prayer from Isobel. Tea and mince pies were 
served after the service with time to share 
fellowship together – a very happy occasion 
and thanks go to all who helped in any way. 
 
The next meeting will be on Wed 3 JAN at 
Vivienne Wilson’s at 12.30 pm but, in the 
meantime, a very happy New Year to all from 
the Women's Fellowship. 
 

—————————— 
 

LADIES CIRCLE 
The Ladies Circle held their annual 
Candlelight Service on Thursday 14 DEC 
which, as always, was well attended.  Thanks 
go to everyone involved with the organisation, 
including the choir, so ably led by our 
choirmaster and organist, Eric Ward 
We all enjoyed the evening which is a lovely 
start to our Christmas celebrations.   There 
will be no meeting of the Ladies Circle during 
January. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++        
WED 10 JAN 

SOUP, SWEET and MEET 
 

12.00 pm ~   2 pm                        
++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

 

Thank you to the donors for their 
recent generous contribution towards 
CHURC News and the Church 
charities.  
 

 
 



 

 

——————————————— 
 

 
JUMBLE SALE 

SAT 24 FEB – 1 pm 
 Jumble and Helpers needed 

 
 

——————————————— 
 
LIGHTS OF THE WORLD 
 
 As we tidy up and restore our homes to what 
they were like before our Christmas 
celebrations , we might look back at our 
festivities and ponder on what was so special 
about it.  
  
Jesus made clear that He came as light for the 
world. He came to give life in all its fullness. 
He came to show God’s character—full of 
love, compassion, forgiveness and mercy. 
  
So if, as we put away our Christmas 
decorations, we think there is no more to be 
said until next Christmas, we have missed out 
on a vital part of the Christian message.  For 
Jesus also said that we, His followers, were to 
be the light of the world…...’let your light shine 
before men, that they may see your good 
deeds and praise your Father in heaven’. 
(Matthew 5:14-16). We are now involved! 
Jesus calls us, as His disciples, to be like Him 
this coming year - lights of hope, love, joy, 
healing and peace in a world that badly needs 
it.   
  
A song by Graham Kendrick, ‘Do Something 
Beautiful’, urges us to: ‘Do something beautiful 
in the name of Jesus’, and ‘Go do something 
Jesus would’. Now that’s a challenge for 2018!  
  

Parish Pump 
———————————————— 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOOD for THANKS 
 
Dear Alison,  Please accept this email as 
acknowledgement for the very generous cash 
donation to Chelwood Foodbank, via Phil Oliver 
today.  
 
As you know monetary donations go a long way 
and this will help purchase the top up item's we 
constantly run out of.  
 
In closing thank you very much for the ongoing 
support.  The support your congregation has 
always provided is very much appreciated.  

 
Kindest regards, Linzie Hogan  

———————————— 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCHES TOGETHER 
 
Our prayers are asked on 
w/c 7th January 2018:     Emmanuel.   T h e 
starting of Messy Church to encourage families 
with young children to come to enjoy the 
activities, to get to know the Bible and to hear 
about Jesus. 
 
w/c 14th January: Cheadle Hulme Methodist.  
Thanks for the new Boaz Night Shelter for 
refugee women -7 churches around Manchester 
are hosting the Shelter- Cheadle Hulme is 
involved in the team work. Pray that the women 
who use the Shelter will feel safe and cared for. 
 
w/c 21st January: Churches Together in 
Cheadle Hulme.    Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity -18th – 25th January 2018- “That All May 
Be Free”. 
St Andrew’s.  As they host the CTCH Business 
Meeting on Tues 23rd January. For Rev 
Christopher Hobbs and the fellowship as they 
pray for families to come to Church and for 
growth in the new pre-school children’s groups. 
 
w/c 28th January: All Saints - Rev Janet 
Bacon and the fellowship as they worship and 
serve in the community. 
 

    Breakfast Before on  14 JAN 2018 
  [& every 2nd Sunday]   

  Typical menu:  
Cereal, toast, fruit 

tea, coffee, fresh orange,  
 bacon bap, pancakes or croissant 

 
 

 
 
  
Sat  27 JAN     7pm 



 

 

emerging in the United Reformed Church.  On 
discussing what was happening with the URC, 
we recognised a timeliness in the possibility of 
this coming alongside, or being supportive of, 
Walking the Way.  This was great news 
because, in Birmingham, there are five or six 
Methodist/URC LEPs and the URC was 
directly involved in developing Holy Habits 
and its resources as independent but 
complementary projects.  When it was decided 
to develop those resources beyond 
Birmingham, the URC also partnered in that 
process – alongside Methodist colleagues, so 
the URC has been in the thick of it right from 
the start. 
 
Holy Habits is something that people can use 
as part of their Walking the Way journey.  Yes, 
we feel we have been blessed with a gift to the 
Church in Holy Habits but it’s not the only gift 
that we’ve been blessed with, and if people 
find other discipleship resources more 
appropriate and helpful, please use them! 
 
In some ways, Holy Habits is semi-
autobiographical in that it is saturated with 
stories – both from my own life and the lives of 
ordinary but remarkable individuals I’ve been 
privileged to come across.  I think that’s one 
reason why the book has connected with so 
many because this is all about flesh-and-blood 
discipleship anchored in the everyday. 
 
People seem to have found this an 
academically credible but popularly accessible 
idea.  I’ve heard the comment many times 
over that there’s nothing new in Holy Habits 
and, personally, I welcome that, because if this 
was some fancy or esoteric new idea it might 
be transient and temporary.  Whereas if these 
habits are godly practices that go back way 
beyond that, holy ways of being human, then 
that’s perhaps why they make sense to 
people.  Following on from that, the big 
challenge is to live these habits rhythmically, 
or, to use Luke’s phrase from Acts 2 – ‘day by 
day’. 

It addresses something that’s coming to the 
forefront of thinking across the denominations: 
How do we walk the way?  How do we live day 

HOLY HABITS 
 
 Today’s disciples need a new rhythm of life, 
says Andrew Roberts. The author of Holy 
Habits – the key book for Walking the Way: 
Living the life of Jesus today – talks to Karen 
Carter... 
 
The idea for Holy Habits first came about when 
I sat down to tackle an MA essay question: ‘To 
what extent do we see the picture that Luke 
paints in Acts 2:42-47 re-emerging in fresh 
expressions of church today?’  That really made 
me think!  The phrase ‘holy habits’ describes 
the practices we see in Acts 2 and I began to 
intentionally link the passage to the nurturing of 
discipleship – focusing on discipleship 
supported by Church but not limited to it.   
Discipleship is lived in the whole of life, not just 
in the times that we gather as Church. 
 
It was then that the Birmingham Methodist 
Circuit asked me to think about how they could 
more fully support the nurture of discipleship 
through their churches and I suggested 
something based on what became Holy Habits. 
 I started writing the book during a three-month 
sabbatical, while they began work on 
accompanying resources. 
 
The first part of the book examines the 
adventure of discipleship while the second half 
reflects on how disciples are formed through 
supportive relationships and by the ten habits 
Luke depicts in Acts 2... 

• Biblical teaching 
• Fellowship 
• Breaking bread 
• Prayer 
• Giving 
• Service 
• Eating together 
• Gladness and generosity 
• Worship 
• Making more disciples 

 
As time passed, I very much sensed a 
connection between Holy Habits – which looks 
to help people in their daily walk with Jesus 
through these ten habits – and the Walking the 
Way: Living the life of Jesus today vision that’s 



 

 

by day?  How do we adopt a wholesome, 
healthy, not-too-burdensome rhythm, ‘rule’ or 
pattern of life 

Holy Habits was published in December 2015 
and has, I’m delighted to say, sold more copies 
than we ever dreamed of.  It has just been 
reprinted for the sixth time, is a regular bestseller 
on Amazon and is also available in several high 
street bookshops.  The New York Conference of 
the United Methodist Church has even adopted it 
as one of its books of the year. 

On 18 January, Bible Reading Fellowship will 
publish a series of guides and booklets for each 
habit with worship and preaching materials for 
small groups and Bible studies. In time, we hope 
to add video resources and an interactive 
website where people can share stories, insights 
and questions. 

So there’s a lot going on but, in all honesty, the 
most wonderful thing for me is that we’ve seen 
people choose to become disciples of Jesus by 
reading the book.  Sales’ statistics are all very 
well but it’s the stories of changed lives that 
really matter. 

Extract from current  
URC’s ‘Reform’ magazine  

 
———————————————————  

 
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY     
 
 This year the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
runs from 18~25 January.  The theme of the 
week this year comes from the churches of the 
Caribbean, and addresses some of the problems 
which affect the people there, but also 
worldwide. 
 
 Thus, as abuses of human rights are found 
across the region, the week will challenge us to 
consider our manner of welcoming the stranger 
into our midst.  Human trafficking and modern-
day slavery continue to be huge issues. 
Addiction to pornography and drugs continue to 
be serious challenges to all societies.  The debt 
crisis has a negative impact upon the nations 
and upon individuals – the economies of the 
nations and people have become precarious. 
Family life continues to be challenged by the 
economic restrictions which lead to migration, 
domestic abuse and violence. 

 
 What are Christians to do, in the face of such 
vast problems?  The Caribbean Churches 
work together to heal the wounds in people’s 
live, but also know that reconciliation 
demands repentance, reparation and the 
healing of memories. The whole Church is 
called to be both a sign and an active agent of 
this reconciliation. 
 

Parish Pump 
————————————— 

 
Worst Day Ever?  
 
The following poem was used by our minister 
Alan during one of his services.  What do you 
think as you read line by line?   
 

Now try reading UP, line by line... 
By Chanie Gorkin 

————————————— 
HUMOUR CORNER 
 
Three boys are in the school yard bragging 
about their fathers The  first boy says, "My 
Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of 
paper  - he calls it a poem; they give him 
£50."  The second boy says, "That's 
nothing.  My Dad scribbles  a few words on a 
piece of paper -- he calls it a song; they give 
him  £100."   The third boy says, "I got you 
both beat.  My Dad scribbles a few words on a 
piece of paper -- he calls it a sermon and it 
takes eight people to collect all the money!"   

————————————— 

Today was the absolute worst day ever 
And don’t try to convince me that 

There’s something good in every day 
Because, when you take a closer look, 

This world is a pretty evil place. 
Even if 

Some goodness does shine through once in a while 
Satisfaction and happiness don‘t last. 

And it’s not true that 
It’s all in the mind and heart 

Because True happiness can be attained 
Only if one’s surroundings are good 

It’s not true that good exists 
I’m, sure you can agree that 

The reality 
Creates 

My attitude 
It’s all beyond my control 

And you’ll never in a million years hear me say 
Today was a very good day 
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SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify 
Glyn Elsden and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.  On arrival, 
always check notice board for last minute changes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH REGISTERS  - NONE  

————————————————————————— 
 

I said to the man who stood  
at the gate of the year ~ 

 
“Give me a light that I may  

tread safely into the unknown” 
 

And he replied 
 

“Go out into the darkness and  
put your hand into the hand of God.   
That shall be to you better than light  

and safer than a known way. 
 

Copyright Minnie Louise Haskins (1875-1957) 
Quoted by King George VI in 1939 Christmas broadcast to the British Empire 

and Cheadle Hulme URC magazine Jan 1981 
——————————————————————————————————— 

ANGELS, according to children... 
 
I  only know the names of two angels, Hark and Harold.                                        Gregory,  age 5  
 
Everybody's  got it all wrong.   Angels  don't wear halos anymore. I forget why, but scientists are 
working  on it.                                                                                                               Olive,  age 9 
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Service 
JOINT 

Morning Communion 
Family  
Service 

Morning                  
Worship 

Morning                   
Communion 

Morning                   
Worship 

 
Time 

 

9.30 and 10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

Leaders Rev Alan Poolton Ed Strachan Robert Williams Rev Alan Poolton Margaret                      
Dexter-Brown 

 Reader V Wilson H Elsden 
 

V Elliott L Frankish J Hodson 

Elder 
Duty                    B Stevens/A Stevens G Elsden H Frankish P Oliver/S Smith A Stevens 

Door  
Duty 

H Elsden V Elliott V Wilson A Manley 

Flowers B Platt A Stevens T Clarkson E Shackcloth 

Coffee  
S & M Smith 

Mavis Davies / 
another 

D Green/ 
B Platt 

G Thompson/                   
E Shackcloth 

 
Notes 

1st after Epiphany 
 

Joint Service at 
BRAMHALL 

BREAKFAST  
BEFORE 

 

CHURCH                   
MEETING 

 HOLY                        
COMMUNION 

 

INDUCTION OF 
ELDERS 

 

CHEADLE HULME 
CLOSED 



 

 

CALENDAR 
 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......     
   
JANUARY 2018  
     
Mon 01       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing    
Tues 02     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed  03  12.30 pm   Women’s Fellowship ~ Vivienne Wilson’s home 
Thu 04                
Fri  05 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
   
Mon 08        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 09     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 10 12.00 -2 pm    Soup, Sweet and Meet      7.30 pm Elders’ meeting ~ Church 
Thu 11           
Fri  12 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
    
  Sun 14   9.30 am Management meeting  11.45 am     CHURCH MEETING and FAITH LUNCH     
Mon 15       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 16     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 17 
Thu 18                
Fri  19 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
             
Mon 22       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing     
Tues 23       9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  
        7.00pm CTCH Business meeting ~ St Andrews 
Wed 24 
Thu 25 
Fri  26 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 27       7.00 pm  FILM NIGHT  
 
Mon 29       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 30     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 31 
 
FEBRUARY  
Thu 01                
Fri  02 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Sat 03 10.00 am    COFFEE MORNING in aid of Church charities 
 
 
  Copy for FEB 2018 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  14 JAN 2018 
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