
 

 

Friends       
Harvest ?  What harvest? 

Harvest means different things for us in today’s world.  Those of us who are masters of the 
supermarket shopping trolley as opposed to those of us who grew up living cheek by jowl with 
ripening fields and grazing animals.  Those of us who live on islands devastated by hurricane 
and storm and those of us who lands have been taken over to grow cash crops for an ever 
hungry western civilisation. 
 
If you were born, say – more than 70 years ago, the world of “best before” dates, “use by” 
dates and the traffic light system on the rear of packets of food may seem part a foreign and 
thoroughly needless world.  So in our factory spawned, consumer driven world, what does 
Harvest mean?  If you look even at the fresh fruit in your bowl you will see that yes it was 
indeed harvested – but often not on this continent.  One of my previous churches was in the 
middle of a former mining area.  Each year a commemoration service was held to respect the 
memory of those who died in pit accidents and many of the families present knew only too 
well of relatives affected. 
 
Nevertheless, harvest in a mining town is a special affair.  Folk not only bring tins of food to 
distribute to food banks and those less well off than ourselves, they understand that health 
and wealth came not only from hard work, but also from the hand of God.  Hence pride of 
place on the harvest table was always left for a huge piece of coal – a remnant of the coal 
face mined by so many and an emblem of how many scrapped a living and all too often left 
their health behind them down the pit.  Harvest is about recognising that whether food and 
produce comes to us from a nearby farmers market or in shrink wrapped cellophane, it still 
comes to us and we should give thanks for it.  It is also about recognising that for many this 
year, crops have been devastated. 
 
I think in many ways the issue is wider than harvest, it is about whether you are the kind of 
person who gives thanks for the blessings which come your way or whether you believe that 
you should have more.  “Giving thanks” is a rich emblem of the life of faith – the world we 
have may not be perfect, it is certainly full of perils and pitfalls, we see the effects of climate 
change all around us, yet still the world is full of wonders and opportunities which come to our 
doors.  If you have a harvest in your life, of whatever variety, give thanks for the good things 
you have, and we can then together hold the hands of those who are less well off. 

Take Care  Alan 

Cheadle Hulme United Reformed Church 
————————————————————–— 
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
Each month we pray for members of our 
fellowship, as well as our friends, who are not 
able to worship with us for whatever reason. 
We are thinking particularly of  David Williams 
who is currently in hospital following a fall at 
home, Robert Hollingworth and Robert & 
Lesley Denton.   
 
We continue to enjoy visits from ministers and 
friends leading our Sunday worship.  This last 
month, along with Alan and Heather, we 
welcomed Peter Burrows from Chelwood 
Baptist, and  Margaret Dexter-Brown.  We are 
immensely grateful to them all for enlightening 
our services in their different ways. 
 
Our grateful thanks go to Alison Manley for her 
commitment to Toddlers which she now feels 
she is unable to continue on a regular basis.  If 
anybody feels they could help in this capacity 
on the second Friday of each month, do please 
have a word with another member of the team. 
 
Those of you who remember Nancy Page-King 
will be sorry to hear she suffered a bad stroke 
in June and has had to move into a nursing 
home in Ditchling, East Sussex.  We send best 
wishes to her and all her family and hope that 
her 90th birthday celebrations at the end of 
June were a happy occasion. 

Many congratulations and best wishes go to 
Philip and Barbara Oliver who celebrate their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary on 14 OCT. 

Don’t forget to come along to the world’s 
biggest Coffee Morning on Sat 7 OCT for a 
nibble and a natter to support the MacMillan 
nurses and people facing cancer.  If you would 
like to bake your favourite cake or just bring 
some along that would be great.  Lets change 
lives with every slice. 

Thanks go to Sandy & Morag Smith who have 
sanded, scraped, undercoated (more than 
once) and top coated the woodwork and 
cleaned the floor and shelving in the 
refurbished kitchen and storeroom. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
SUN 8 OCT ~ CHURCH MEETING 
Thu 19  OCT~  Christian Aid Education 
Afternoon (Central Africa) ~ Grove Lane  
3.00-4.30 pm 
Sat 11 NOV ~ Remembrance Exhibition at 
Church 10 am-4 pm 
               The News Team 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 
10 members enjoyed meeting together on 6 
SEP after the summer break.  Mavis Davies 
opened the meeting with a prayer and we 
thought about Isobel who was not with us as 
she was not well.  We then enjoyed chatting 
about the alterations at church and Elsie told 
us about her wonderful cruise to Canada.  
The afternoon passed very quickly and we 
finished with the usual refreshments. 
 
The next meeting will be at Mavis Davies’ 
home on 4 OCT at 2.15 pm 

Vivienne Wilson 
——————–——— 

LADIES CIRCLE 
Heather Elsden kindly opened her home for 
our meeting on 14 SEP when 7 members 
were present.  We watched a DVD marking 
the Queen’s 90th birthday which was a great 
opener for the first meeting after the summer 
break.    Chat and refreshments followed and 
we thank Heather for her hospitality. 
We look forward to meeting up again and our 
next meeting will be held at Joyce Sallaway’s 
home on 12 OCT. 

      Bernice Platt 
 +++++++++++++++++++        

WED  11 OCT 
 

Soup  Sweet &  Meet     
                

      12 .00   ~   2 pm                       
+++++++++++++++++++ 

 
HARVEST ~ 8 OCT 
 
This year, we would again like to support both 
Lifeshare and Chelwood Foodbank  with 

Harvest donations and are 
therefore asking you to 
continue your generosity at 
this special time.  Any of the 
following  will be helpful, or you 
may prefer to make a 
monetary gift. 
 

Tinned goods - meat, fish, vegetables, fruit, 
rice pudding - Long Life UHT milk, baby 
nappies/wipes, cereal, porridge, squash/fruit 
juices, pasta sauces, sugar, tea and coffee. 

 Thank you, Alison Stevens 



 

 

                        

collection, packing and transport of thousands 
of boxes to these countries where local, 
usually faith groups, hand out the gifts.  
 
Thank you so much for taking part in this 
movement over the last 8 years or more and I 
hope you will support me again this month to 
fill my target of 20 boxes.  Each may cost 
only £5~£10 but at the destination it is a 
priceless Pandora of knick-knacks, toys and 
sweets at a time of dark & cold winter nights. 
 
Your gift may be a set of the same item to 
spread throughout the boxes OR  
You could lovingly fill 1 box with interesting 
bits of your choosing. 
 
What shall we put in our boxes?  Note first 
that there are 2 types of recipient — FAMILY 
and ELDERLY.  We already have a few 
things; many bars of soap and flannels; 
several toothpastes; some pens but not 
enough.  We still need some boxes and 
wrapping paper!   
 
There are lists to tick but here is a 
sampling... 
BOTH-—hat/gloves/scarf, toiletries, 
stationary, sweets /chocolates, small tools, 
candles, sewing, hair accessories, razors, 
hankies 
 
FAMILY—small toys /games, soft toys,  
colouring books, small socks, calculator 
 
ELDERLY—sensory items (~lavender),  
glasses /magnifier, torch, pack ‘cards, 
shopping bag, mug /cutlery, work socks 
and gloves 
 
Oh!  No food, no medicines, no reading books, 
no tea/coffee, no dated items, no boot boxes. 
 
Lastly, if shopping is not possible for you,  a 
financial contribution to the £2/box transport 
costs will be welcome. [If you give this me 
personally I will gift aid it all!] 
 

====== 
I AM AIMING TO FILL THEN WRAP BOXES 
AFTER ‘SERVICE ON   29 OCTOBER 

====== 
Thanking you in anticipation, Bernie 

 
I wonder how Brexit will affect this? 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
 
Our prayers are asked on: 
 
1 OCT: Chelwood Baptist Give thanks 
for the 20th Anniversary celebration weekend 
at Chelwood. For God’s continuing provision 
of a Christian presence within the community. 
 
8 OCT: Grove Lane 
Baptist Give thanks for 
the Harvest weekend 6th -
8th October – a time to 
give thanks to God for his 
goodness over the last 
year and for his guidance 
in the future. The Inter- Church Lunch– Fri 
13th October 12 noon -2pm. 
 
15 OCT: Chelwood Baptist Give thanks 
as the Church Family celebrates the wedding 
of Emma and Robert.  For Andrew as he 
prepares to take the Wedding Service and 
God bless for his future ministry at Chelwood. 
 
22 OCT: United Reformed Church For the 
minister, Rev Alan Poolton as he continues to 
lead several local URC churches and for each 
fellowship to be a Christian witness in their 
community. 
 
29 OCT: St Ann’s (RC) Fr. Chris McCurry 
and the fellowship at St Ann’s as they work 
and show Christian witness in the community 
 
Come and share in a simple lunch on 

FRIDAY 20 OCT at Grove Lane Baptist 
Church at 12.30 pm when John Booth 
will be talking about his experiences 

during a recent visit to Israel/Palestine 
————————————————— 

 
SHOEBOXES 
 
Romania, Moldova, Ukraine and Bulgaria are 
the poorest countries in Europe.  In the small  
countryside villages, Christmas cheer only 
comes as a small box of goodies sent from 
the rich side of Europe.  Sent by us.   
 
Every October, we fill small boxes with 
presents for distribution to needy families in 
eastern Europe in time for Christmas.   
 
The charity ‘Link to Hope’ organises the 



 

 

spoke of the common faith of the heirs of the 
Prayer Book and the heirs of the Ejectment.  
He described the formation of the United 
Reformed Church as an act of faith, an act of 
courage and an act of obedience.  The 
President of the World  Alliance of Reformed 
Churches also spoke.  He emphasised that we 
were about to begin the process of growing 
together, and that to be a reformed Church 
was to be ever and continuously being 
reformed.  He concluded with the exhortation 
from Paul’s letter to Ephesus, “Spare no effort 
to make fast with bonds of peace the unity 
which the Spirit gives”. 
 
There followed various items of business . . . 
 
The service in the Abbey was the culminating 
event of a momentous day.  The autumn sun 
shone as we waited outside and, when we 
entered, the Abbey itself was bright and gay.  
The stonework had been cleaned, the crystal 
chandeliers sparkled and there was colour 
everywhere - in the furnishing, the flowers, the 
robes of the ministers and heralds, and in the 
congregation.  In spite of the formality one 
usually associates with so venerable a 
Church, the atmosphere was warm and 
informal and more like an important festival in 
a local Church where every seat is filled and 
everyone knows each other. 
 
The service opened with a fanfare of trumpets 
and the procession start ing with 
representatives of Youth Organisations, then 
ex-Moderators, ex-Presidents, and ex-
Chairmen;  representatives of overseas 
Churches and ecumenical bodies; 
representatives of British Churches and finally 
the leaders of worship with the Moderator who 
conducted the service.  After the first hymn, 
the prayers opened with the words, “Thou, O 
God, hast brought us to this hour and to Thee 
belong the glory and the praise . . .”.  It was a 
service in which the congregation took a very 
active part and the volume of sound in the 
hymns and responses was most impressive.  
The Moderator preached on “Growing up in 
Christ and growing together in Christ” which, 
together with the conviction that it was the will 
of God that there should be greater unity 
within the Church, had been recurring themes 
throughout the day.  There followed the prayer 
of thanksgiving and then the dedication and 
commitment in which we all joined: 
 
 

45 YEARS AGO . . . 
 
INAUGURATION OF THE UNITED 
REFORMED CHURCH - 5 OCT 1972 
On October 5th there were two memorable 
assemblies in London.  In the morning there 
was the united assembly of the Presbyterian 
and Congregational Churches at which the 
United Reformed Church, made possible by the 
passing of the United Reformed Church Act 
1972, were formed.  In the afternoon there was 
a service of thanksgiving for the inauguration in 
Westminster Abbey.  Both occasions were 
marked by a spirit of rejoicing and of fellowship 
in Christ, not only between the uniting Churches 
but among many parts of the Christian 
community throughout the world.  This account 
of the proceedings is an attempt to bring to you 
something of the experience of joy and of 
religious and historical significance that 
characterised the whole day. 
 
In the morning some 2000 delegates from  the 
Congregational and Presbyterian Churches 
gathered in the Central Hall, Westminster, 
together with the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
representatives of many other denominations in 
this country and abroad.  All joined in an act of 
worship, after which the Uniting Declaration was 
moved and unanimously agreed, first by the 
Congregational delegates, then by the 
Presbyterians, and finally by all delegates voting 
together.   From this moment the assembly 
became the First General Assembly of the 
United Reformed Church. Its first act was a 
prayer of thanksgiving and constitution “that in 
all we do Thy name may be glorified and Thy 
work done”.  The Reverend John Huxtable MA 
was appointed Moderator of this first General 
Assembly with the title of “Right Reverend”, and 
his signature became the first in the new 
Moderator’s Bible.  He welcomed the visitors 
from other Churches and acknowledged the 
greetings from those who were unable to 
attend. Of his new office he said, “We have only 
one Head who is the same yesterday, today 
and forever - I am the servant, the slave”.  He 
then welcomed the Archbishop of Canterbury as 
“a beloved brother” and “somehow our 
Archbishop too” and invited him to address the 
assembly.  The Archbishop made reference to 
the year 1962, when in May we joined the 
Anglicans in celebrating the tercentenary of the 
Prayer Book and in August they joined us in a 
similar celebration of the Ejectment, and he 



 

 

“God of our fathers, God of our own time, 
God of the hidden future:  we accept anew 

The gift of life from Thee;  we pledge ourselves 
to one another in Thy service; we commit 

ourselves to seek unity with all Christian people;  
and in all this we rely solely on Thy grace.  

Confirm and strengthen in us this resolve for 
The sake of Jesus Christ our Lord” 

 
Then - possibly the most solemn part of the 
whole service -  the leaders of the Church of 
England, of the Roman Catholic Church in this 
country, and of the Free Churches, came one 
by one to the Moderator and said: 
 
“On behalf of the . . . . . . . Church, I give thanks 

with you for this union, and  
share your resolve to seek that  

wider unity which is Christ’s will”. 
 

to which the Moderator of the United Reformed 
Church replied each time, 
 
“May God enable us all to find and do His will” 

 
Again a fanfare of trumpets rang out through the 
Abbey, followed by the final hymn and 
benediction. 
 
The Abbey bells started to ring as the service 
ended, proclaiming to the world outside the 
rejoicing and praise of all those who were 
privileged to take part in this Service of 
Thanksgiving for the inauguration of the United 
Reformed Church. 

J.M.M. 
——————————————— 

 
WALKING THE WAY 
 
Welcome to ‘Walking the Way: Living the life of 
Jesus today’.  Walking the Way is the 
umbrella term for the United Reformed 
Church’s exciting focus on lifelong Christian 
discipleship and mission.  When you engage 
in Walking the Way, we hope that your own 
understanding of what being a Christian disciple 
is deepens.  You may grow beyond your 
dreams in living as a disciple when you are in 
church and, perhaps more importantly, when 
you are not.  
 
 The Greek word for ‘disciple’ is mathetes; 
Andrew Roberts, author of Holy Habits, says, ‘It 
is often said to mean either a follower or a 

learner. The literal meaning is “one who 
learns as they follow”.’  
 
 Walking the Way explores what it means to 
actively follow and learn from – and to be 
eventually transformed by – Christ.  It’s for 
everyone at any stage of the Christian 
journey – whoever you are, whatever your 
existing relationship with Jesus Christ and the 
Church is, whatever your personal 
circumstances. It’s for you whether you have 
been following Jesus for five days or five 
decades.  
 
 While there’s nothing new about being a 
disciple of Christ, we’re confident that there is 
something new about Walking the Way in its 
accessible approach and in the wide range of 
supporting resources produced and planned.   
 
 Walking the Way Living the life of Jesus 
today in 2017 we have been walking the way 
via Feasts and Festivals. 
 
A GOOD QUESTION: WHAT MAKES A 
DISCIPLE? 
As the United Reformed Church prepares 
for ‘Walking the Way: Living the life of 
Jesus today’, a renewed emphasis on 
discipleship, we ask What makes a 
disciple? 
 
 R I C H A R D  C H U R C H 
‘God forms us into the image of Jesus’ 
Let’s begin with God. Discipleship is the 
process by which God forms us gradually into 
the image of Jesus. The Holy Spirit working in 
the world gently challenges us to widen the 
bounds of our hearts so that we can learn 
from and open ourselves up to a whole range 
of people from whom, we might otherwise 
have assumed, we have nothing to learn. 

A disciple in Jesus’ day remained so close 
that they were covered in the dust of their 
teacher’s feet. This indicates that discipleship 
is a continuing process of watching and 
listening to model behaviour on that of the 
teacher. Rowan Williams refers to this as a 
‘non-intermittent’ quality. This accompanying 
leads to an approach to the events and 
encounters of each day as a training ground 
in learning to love in the way of Jesus. 



 

 

that’s hard to swallow. 
 
For some time now, new appointees have 
had to serve 2 or more churches as a 
pastorate. (Marple & Tintwhistle at 5 is one 
of the largest). 
 
Rumblings are not uncommon lately as we 
discuss grouping churches by ethos, or by 
geography and now by mission.  
Other denominations are suffering and 
other URC Synods are beginning to suffer, 
but it is generally accepted that the NW 
Synod will be in the vanguard with 
solutions to this intractable problem.  This 
may be because the NW has been an 
unpopular calling for new ministers and 
definitely because many ministers are 
approaching retirement age together.  
Either way, it comes down to ‘how do you 
spread fewer ministers more thinly?’ 
 
In the near future, the South Area’s 33 
churches will have only 8 ministers.  An 
interim fix was to loan your minister for 
25% of their time to a church without a 
minister.  We’ve done that, been there... 
 
So, the final solution may be nearer now 
with the latest idea that sees all 33 
churches split into just 4 PARTNERSHIPS 
or groupings, decided on a range of factors 
with mission to the fore.  Why 4?  Well 8 
stipendiary ministers would share each 
group: mathematics a reality to be faced. 
 
It’s all inevitably controversial, but with 
pressure to move forward after a lot of 
talking, we surely must be near.  These 
are not circuits and not pastorates, but 
for sharing resources. 
 
An important ingredient in this cake is 
training which is promised, along with other 
support.  The main downside I see—more 
meetings! 
 
Cheadle Hulme, Bramhall, Heald Green,  
Gatley, Cheadle Trinity, Wilmslow and 
Dandelion Wythenshawe might all be 
sharing 2 ministers.  Watch this space... 

Bernie, your Synod rep 

It also involves cultivating some stillness in 
which to receive perspective and direction and 
to be overwhelmed once more by the mystery 
of God’s blessing of the world. Not that any of 
this is easy. Being a disciple requires a 
measure of courage to speak out when you 
would rather remain silent, to open your home 
to a stranger, to challenge injustice and to do 
this with humility and grace. 

Thus far, discipleship sounds a rather 
lonely experience. However, the Church is the 
discipleship community. It might even be 
regarded as a bootcamp for disciples. … 

Richard Church is Deputy General Secretary 
(Discipleship) for the United Reformed Church 

—————————————— 
MISSIONAL PARTNERSHIPS 
 

In the wake of several years of declining 
numbers, both in the URC and the wider 
‘western’ church comes a plan to re-organise 
our Synod’s provision of stipendiary ministry (ie 
paid).   
 
First I need to say that this is not the final draft 
by any means and there will be changes by 
negotiation in the coming months.  However, it 
comes after some years of Synodial 
introspection even dysfunction and though 
there are critics, it’s the best outline I've seen in 
the circumstances. 
 
The circumstances are that churches are 
getting smaller, literally.  Yes, the numbers in 
congregations are reducing, and the ministers 
also, but the ministerial ratio of very roughly 
1:200 is largely similar over time.   The difficulty 
is that a church of only 20 or even 50 members 
(like us) cannot justify a dedicated minister just 
to themselves.  Memberships are finding this 
traditional single minister situation a great loss 

 
 

 
 
  

Sat  28 OCT 7pm 



 

 

SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify 
Glyn Elsden and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.  On arrival, 
always check notice board for last minute changes. 
 
 

 

CHURCH REGISTERS  - NONE  
 

————————————————————————— 
 
NINETY-FIVE MORE THESES  
 
Part three — 95 opinion formers and opinion holders of today were asked:  How should the Church 
change?  Below are a selection of the final part of the series marking the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. 
 
 Loraine Mellor, President of the Methodist Conference 
The Church needs to return to praying and sharing together in small groups, being accountable, building 
each other up, to enable the sharing of faith to bring about making new disciples. 
 
 Rosalind Selby, Principal of Northern College 
That Church could recapture a passion for Scripture and its relevance for today. 
 
 Nick Spencer, Theos 
I would like to see every church in the country equipped with a public cafe or restaurant: Christianity is best 
communicated over shared food. 
 
 Alex Mabbs, minister 
The Church should put love and service of creation ahead of love and service of money. 
 
Jack Dyce, Principal of Scottish College 
Ministers must foremost be pastors for whom the nurturing of the people of God in their vocation to be 
God’s people at work in the world is the primary task; all else tends to distract. 

       REFORM magazine 
This is the final part of the series but you can still send your sentence on Twitter 

(@Reform_mag) and facebook (@ReformMagazine) with the hashtag #new95 
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 CALENDAR 
 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......        
 
OCTOBER 
Sun 01 
Mon 02        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 03   9.30 am     Gardening group ~ Church      
Wed 04   2.15 pm     Women’s Fellowship ~ Mavis Davies’ home  
         7.30 pm Elders’ meeting ~ Church 
Thu 05   
Fri 06 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 07 10.00 am    MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING      
 Sun 08   9.30 am    [Management]      BREAKFAST BEFORE  and  CHURCH MEETING 
Mon 09        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 10   9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed  11  12 -2 pm    Soup, Sweet & Meet    
Thu 12          8.00 pm     Ladies Circle ~ Joyce Sallaway’s         
         
Fri  13 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat  14  CHRISTIAN AID SPONSORED SWIM 
      6.30 pm Fish & Chip Supper & Beetle Drive   
  
Mon 16         8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 17     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 18 
Thu 19    3.00-4.30 pm Christian Aid Education Afternoon (Central Africa) ~ Grove Lane          
Fri  20 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
           
Mon 23        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 24     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 25 
Thu 26                
Fri  27 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 28        7.00 pm  Film Night       
Sun 29  BRITISH SUMMERTIME ENDS - CLOCKS GO BACK        
Mon 30        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 31     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
 
NOVEMBER 
Wed  01 
Thu   02 
 
  Copy for NOV 2017 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  15 OCT 2017 
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