
 

 

Friends, 

World Cup Fever 
 

The former Liverpool Manager Bill Shankly famously said, ‘Some people believe 
football is a matter of life and death; I am very disappointed with that attitude. I can 
assure you it is much, much more important than that!’ 
 
This month sees the start of the World Cup in Russia; a truly global event watched 
by billions on television.  Yet this competition illustrates some key points about the 
Christian life.  Paul writes: ‘But one thing I do; forgetting what is behind and 
straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus.’ (Philippians 3:13b,14). 
 
A prize to be won:  The dream of every player in the competition is to be able to 
hold up the World Cup themselves.  For us the prize is the eternal life, God’s gift 
of a relationship with him for now and eternity through Jesus.  But there’s an 
important difference between football and the Christian faith.  To win the World 
Cup you have to be good enough, while Christ’s love for us is underserved and in- 
dependent on how well we’ve done.  
 
Training to be undertaken: If a team is going to win the World Cup, they have to 
train hard beforehand.  Our training as Christians, starts the moment we accept 
the gift of God’s life.  On a daily basis, we train ourselves to say no to the wrong 
things in our lives.  As we build up our godly muscles we are better able to choose 
to do what is right in God’s eyes.  To enable us to do all this we need to engage in 
the spiritual disciplines of prayer, studying the Bible and be part of a church and a 
small community.   
 
How is your training going?  
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
Congratulations and very best wishes go to 
Isobel who celebrates her 90th birthday on 
21 June and we look forward to helping her 
do this at an afternoon tea party on Sunday 
17 June.  If you would like to be included, 
please sign the list on the foyer notice board. 
  
Our thoughts this month are with those of our 
fellowship and friends who are unable to 
worship with us at the present time because 
of health issues, anxiety or depression.  We 
pray especially for Betty who is now home 
after an operation in hospital.  Barbara & 
Tom, and Jenny also need to be 
remembered. 
 
Congratulations go to Alison & Gerry on the 
arrival of their 2nd grandson, Harry, and Eric 
on the arrival of his 5th great-grandchild, 
Jack. 
 
We are grateful to the friends of Swann Lane 
who lead our worship from week to week.  
Last month, in addition to our minister Alan, 
who also led the joint service at Bramhall, we 
welcomed our ‘in house’ leaders, Heather 
and Bernie. 
 
Congratulations go to John & Sheila who 
celebrated their Golden Wedding last month, 
including a gathering at Swann Lane (see 
opposite).  It was good to see them, along 
with David, Joss, Rebecca and the 4 
grandchildren -  George, Ben, Rosa & Zac. 
 
Rev David Westhead has asked for his and 
Angela’s very best wishes to be conveyed to 
all ‘the flock’.  Sent with kindest regards and 
happy memories of the South Cheadle 
group. 

The News Team 
  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Sun 10 JUN ~ 11.45 am ~ Extraordinary 
Church Meeting, see later               
 
Fri 13 JUL ~ Summer Open Day ~  Bring & 
Buy gifts, and plants are needed  for the 
stalls. 
 
Sat 11 AUG ~  Jumble Sale ~ we need 
Jumble and helpers please 
 
 

THANK YOU  
 
...to those of you who helped us to celebrate 
our Golden Wedding recently when we came 
up to Cheadle Hulme.  It was amazing to meet 
up with groups of friends from so many 
aspects of our life in the first 45 years of our 
marriage.  We especially appreciated all the 
help we received from good friends on the 
Saturday evening in so many ways. 
 
We were disappointed that our celebration 
with ALL our church friends on the Sunday 
morning didn’t go ahead due to there not 
being a service at Swann Lane that morning. 
We, along with all our family, had hoped to be 
at church and then share our celebration cake 
and a drink with all of you after the service, 
but unfortunately this wasn’t able to happen. 
We will just have to try harder on our Diamond 
Wedding day!!! Swann Lane Church has 
played such a huge part in the life of the 
Glenton family and we have so many 
memories of our time with you all.  We will try 
to catch up and worship with you again one 
day. Love and every blessing  
 

John & Sheila Glenton 
——————————————— 

LADIES CIRCLE   
Unfortunately, the meeting in May was 
cancelled but the next meeting will be held on 
Thu 14 JUN - venue to be decided. 

    Bernice Platt 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++        

WED 13 JUN 
SOUP, SWEET and MEET 

12.00 pm  ~   2 pm  
==== 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB 
2.00  ~  3.30 pm   

 +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
COFFEE MORNING 
 
The Coffee Morning on 5 May raised £20 towards 
Church charities.  Our most grateful thanks to the 
hardy souls who came to us after being at another 
Coffee Morning beforehand and who had yet 
another cup of coffee!  Our thanks to the rest of 
the folk who came and swelled our small group - it 
ended up a super do! 

Mo Morton 
—————————— 



 

 

 
CHRISTIAN AID 
 
My happy band of House to House 
volunteers walked the streets of Cheadle 
Hulme once again and collected over 
£1400 – a fantastic total and I want to take 
this chance to thank you all for the great 
job you do.  There’s no way we would 
manage without such dedication. I also 
want to thank everyone at Church who 
supported Morag and myself for the 
Sponsored walk - we raised £250 but on 
the day all the walkers were promised 
£3200.  If we can raise £5000, the EU will 
make it up to £30,000. 
 
Without the collectors and the sponsors, 
there’s no way that Christian Aid could do  
its work around the world so, on behalf of  
the people who really have nothing, thank 
you. 

Sandy Smith 
——————————— 

 
CHURCH CHARITIES 
 
If you were at the last Church meeting in 
April, you may remember that mention was 
made that a review is long overdue of the 4 
Church charities whom we have supported 
since 2005: 
 Lifeshare 
 Suk Jai Orphanage (Mae Gone) 
 Francis House 
 Stockport Without Abuse  

(previously Stockport Women’s Aid) 
 
I am therefore now asking if anyone would 
like to nominate another charity for 
consideration, could they please put 
something in writing to me before Sunday 1 
July in time for the meeting on 8 July.  
Thank you.            
     Alison Stevens 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
w/c 3 Jun: St Ann’s  
Fr Chris McCurry and the 
fellowship as they grow 
and deepen in their 
Christian faith. For those 
who came to the Easter 
services, for young 
Christians preparing to 
r e ce i ve  t he i r  f i r s t 
sacraments they will allow the Holy Spirit to be 
their guide. For the group of Permanent 
Deacons and the Scripture Study and Christian 
Meditation groups will grow in the Spirit. People 
will be willing to spend time in prayer and for the 
next Alpha Course group. 
 
w/c 10 Jun :  Methodist Church           All school 
children and adults coming to The Fisherman’s 
Tale (12 ~ 21 June) will learn new things about 
Jesus and be inspired to discover more. 
 
w/c 17 Jun:  Grove Lane Baptist   Give thanks 
to God for the appointment of a full time 
minister. Pray that the fellowship will support 
and encourage each other as they prepare to 
work together to witness in the community. 
 
w/c  24 Jun: Society of Friends  The fellowship 
as they meet together and for reaching out with 
love in the community. 
  

    Breakfast Before  
on  10 JUN 2018 

  [& every 2nd Sunday]   
  Typical menu:  

Cereal, toast, fruit 
tea, coffee, fresh orange,  

 bacon baps, pancakes or croissant 

Sat  23 JUN      
 

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY TEA  
(to be pre-booked) 

 

5.30 pm in Church 
followed by 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7pm  in the hall 
 

£6.00 ~Tea & Film 
Film only ~ usual donation  



 

 

on.  Yet we also have thousands of people in our 
community whose stories might be less dramatic 
but they are intentionally living mission in 
tangible ways. 
 
We may be ordinary but the life and mission to 
which we are called is far from it. How are you 
living out your mission call? Can we help set you 
free into mission? 

Naomi Rose Steinberg,  
Church Mission Society 
 

———————————— 
 

SUMMER  
OPEN DAY 

 Friday 13 JUL 2018 
 at 18 Hylton Drive,  

Cheadle Hulme 
 from 12.30 pm – 7 pm 

Admission – £1 - includes 1 free drink 
(accompanied children free) 

Lunches, Teas & Suppers  
Bring & Buy, Cakes, Plants 

 

All proceeds to our 4 charities… 
Lifeshare         Francis House 

     Suk Jai orphanage (Mae Gone)  
  Stockport Without Abuse 
———————————————— 

 
TOO LATE! 
 
1st friend: ‘It took me forty years to discover I 
didn’t have the gifts for Holy Orders.’ 
2nd friend: ‘Goodness, whatever did you do 
when you found out?’ 
1st friend: ‘It was too late to do anything.  By 
then I was a bishop!’ 
 
STICK TO IT! 
 
Advice to young clergy on preaching:  
‘Consider the postage stamp.  It’s useful only 
if it sticks to one thing until it gets there.’ 
 

Parish Pump website 
 

————————————————— 

TOP 4 MYTHS OF MISSION: #4 
 
MISSION IS FOR EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE 
During summer 2017, Church Mission Society 
asked over 2 000 Christians the question: “Who 
should be involved in mission?” There were 4 
answer choices: 1) my church, 2) very spiritual 
people, 3) professionals or 4) everyone. A 
whopping 91 per cent of people said “everyone” 
should be involved in mission.  This was extremely 
reassuring to us, since CMS believes that “the call 
is for all”.  
 
However, when these people were asked some 
other questions, what surfaced is that while a large 
majority said they believe that everyone should be 
involved in mission, only 28 per cent responded 
that nothing was currently holding them back from 
being in mission themselves.  
 
So, what holds people back from mission?  Some 
said it was a lack of time or resources, others were 
confused about their calling and still others felt ill-
equipped.  Interestingly, as we talked further with 
people, we realised that many were engaged in 
mission, but didn’t consider themselves to be, on 
the grounds that what they were doing was too 
“ordinary”. 
 
Is packing food at a local food bank an act of 
mission?  Is caring for your child an act of mission?  
Is giving to church or charity an act of mission?  We 
think so.  It seems to us that most Christians want 
to be more involved in mission; they just need to be 
“set free” to do so – from whatever is holding them 
back. 
 
There are many biblical stories about people being 
called; some are major characters like Abraham 
and Sarah, King David and the Old Testament 
prophets.  Yet there are many other examples of 
people who get less attention, but nevertheless are 
called (for example, Levi in Mark 2:13–17 and 
Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1–9, or the Syro-Phoenician 
/  Canaanite woman in Matthew 15:21–28). When 
we consider these biblical characters, we can see 
that they are ordinary people called to follow and 
live for Jesus.  
 
Essentially this is what mission is – living for and 
serving Jesus wherever God places us. Some 
people will sense incredible callings on their life.  In 
the CMS community, we have people who have 
dedicated their lives to eradicating FGM or who are 
pioneering palliative care across entire countries or 
who start businesses or write books; the list goes 



 

 

FROM PASTORATES TO PARTNERSHIPS 
 
 This extract is from a letter to all Churches in 
the N W Synod to clarify the position of 
existing Pastorates once Missional 
Partnerships are recognised on Sun 20 May.  
 
 “Missional Partnerships will be recognised on 
Sunday 20th May 2018.  Each Missional 
Partnership will be commissioned once 
everything has been put in place to ensure its 
smooth operation.  We envisage that the 
period of transition from the recognition of a 
Missional Partnerships to its commissioning 
will take between 6 and 18 months, possibly 
longer, depending on local circumstances.  
During this period of transition existing 
pastorates will continue to operate. 
 
 Synod Meeting at Bamford in March 2017: 
 adopted a strategy paper on Missional 

Discipleship as the framework which all 
future synod policy will be developed; 

 welcomed a policy paper Missional 
Partnerships: a new way for local 
churches, using all their gifts and 
ministries, to work together in mission; 

 approved the formation of Missional 
Partnerships to maximise our 
effectiveness as agents of God’s mission 

 adopted a paper, Deployment: A policy 
concerning the deployment of stipendiary 
Ministers of Word and Sacraments, for 
the deployment of stipendiary ministers. 

The Synod is preparing material to assist inthe 
coming together of local churches to form 
Missional Partnerships, which will be made 
available as soon as it is ready.  
 
Each Missional Partnership will have a  
Steering Group which will include a 
representative from each church in the 
Partnership.  The synod will provide an 
independent Convenor for each Steering 
Group, who will call the group together for a 
first meeting at an appropriate time.  
 
The Synod Pastoral Committee is working to 
ensure that up to 8 new opportunities for 
ministry in the North Western Synod will soon 
appear on The Stipendiary Ministry Vacancy 
List.” 
 

Alison Stevens  
 

 

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE 
 
In times gone by, Churches were the centre of 
communities and very much the centre of lives of 
the individuals that attended.  Life was governed 
in part by the association with church.  It is true 
to say that this is much less so today, indeed 
church populations have dropped and the church 
has had to find many more ways to carry on 
operating in an increasing secular society. 
 
Cheadle Hulme URC has for a number of years 
had a policy of encouraging other groups to use 
our facilities.  The prime example is refurbishing 
the primary room at considerable cost and letting 
out to a qualified child care company.  We have 
also encouraged dance groups, child and toddler 
care groups, coffee mornings and many more 
who have cared for different groups of people in 
the local community. 
 
At the same time, the local authority desire to 
manage health and social care in the 
community in order to tackle some of the 
issues in society such as loneliness,  
isolation and illness.  
 
Elders feel there is an opportunity to combine the 
emerging plans for the lesser hall coffee bar 
with the local authority ideas of community 
support; support that can be aided by our 
demonstration of Christian love, giving and 
community outreach.  
 
We would be reaching out with our love and our 
buildings to people in the local area who could 
identify with the church once more as the centre 
of the community. 

Don Phillips  
 
A combination of Don Phillips having some 
interest in this agenda and the church being in a 
position to accommodate the council means that 
our Christian mission could be fulfilled here at 
Swann Lane.  
 
Elders would like to commission Don to work 1 
day per week, for two years, to knit CHURC into 
this healthcare and spiritual agenda, with church 
meeting permission. 
 
An Extra-Ordinary Church meeting will be held 
on Sunday 10 June after the service.  The one 
item Agenda will be to consider a resolution to 
initiate this process. 

The Secretary 
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SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify Glyn 
Elsden and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.  On arrival, always check 
notice board for last minute changes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH REGISTERS  - NONE 
 
 

——————————————————————————————————— 
 
 
DANCING IN THE RAIN 

 
We wait and hope for better times 

And pray for far less pain; 
We’re waiting for the storm to pass 

Taking shelter from the rain. 
  

But yet we wait for far too long 
And waiting seems in vain. 

The storms outside are stronger still 
We see torrential rain. 

  
So wait not for the storm to pass! 
Come – see what joys we gain! 

By laughing ‘neath those heavy clouds 
And dancing in the rain! 

 
 

 By Nigel Beeton 
 

 3 JUN 10 JUN 17 JUN 24 JUN 
 

Service 
Morning  
Worship 

Family  
Service 

Morning                  
Worship 

Morning  
Communion 

 
Time 

 
10.30 am 

 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

Leaders Linda Rayner Margaret  
Dexter-Brown Ed Strachan Alison Pope 

 Reader V Elliott B Platt J Smeathers V Wilson 
Elder Duty                    B Stevens C Davies G Elsden/P Oliver 
Door Duty V Elliott B Platt V Wilson 
Flowers M Smithers H Elsden R Lawrence 
Coffee B & A Stevens H & L Frankish M Davies / Another 

 
Notes 

 
CHILDRENS 

SPECIAL 

BREAKFAST BEFORE 
 

EXTRA-ORDINARY 
CHURCH MEETING 

 HOLY COMMUNION 
 

ANNIVERSARY  
& GIFT DAY 

P Oliver 
M Morton 

T Clarkson 
D Green / B Platt 



 

 

 
CALENDAR 
 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......     
   
JUNE  
 
Fri 01 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat  02 10.00 am   Coffee Morning in aid of Mary’s Meals        
       
Mon 04       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing    
Tues 05     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  
Wed  06   
Thu 07     7.30 pm Cheadle Hulme Elders’ meeting ~ Library, Bramhall URC   
Fri  08 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 09 
 Sun 10     EXTRA-ORDINARY CHURCH MEETING 
Mon 11        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 12    9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 7.30 pm Bible Study ~ Bramhall URC 
Wed 13   12 ~2 pm Soup, Sweet and Meet followed  by ‘Fellowship Club’ from 2 pm    
Thu 14           8.00 pm Ladies Circle ~ venue tba     
Fri  15 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
   
Mon 18       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 19     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  
Wed 20 
Thu 21               
Fri  22 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 23     5.30 pm Anniversary Tea ~reserve bookings 7.00 pm  Film Night 
  Sun 24  ANNIVERSARY and GIFT DAY           
Mon 25       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing     
Tues 26     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 7.30 pm Bible Study ~ Bramhall URC 
Wed 27 
Thu 28 
Fri  29 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
   
JULY        
Mo 2       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing    
Tu 3     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  
We   4 
Th    5  
Fr 6 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  
 
 
Copy for JULY/AUGUST 2018 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  17 JUNE 2018 

 Edited & Published by Alison [swannlanesecretary@gmail.com ]     
                       & Bernie  [churchallbook@gmail.com ] 

 


