
 

 

Friends, 

 
GOD IS ABLE TO USE US  

TO MEET OTHERS’ NEEDS  
 

We are all familiar with the story of the Feeding of the 5000 (Matthew 14:13-21). It 
reminds us that God is able to use us in meeting the needs of others. As Jesus says to 
the disciples: ‘you give them something to eat’ (16).  
 
We need to share God’s compassion:                                                                                              
Jesus responded to need, by showing ‘compassion’ (lit: gut reaction, v14) on the crowds. 
This isn’t simply feeling sorry for others, but being ready to act on their behalf. It’s being 
prepared to enter into their experience and see them as God sees them. You cannot 
demonstrate compassion at a distance!  
 
We need to share God’s heart:                                                                                                                            
It is said that ‘The buck stops here’! God wants us to take responsibility for those in 
need. The disciples tried to pass the buck, telling Jesus to ‘send the crowds away’ (15). 
Are we looking for God-given opportunities in church, work or our communities to 
demonstrate God’s love to those who cross our path? It will be costly, involving our time, 
energy and money eg listening to a colleague, shopping for a neighbour or visiting a 
friend in hospital. 
 
We need to share what we have:                                                                                                                    
This story reminds us of the challenges of meeting peoples’ needs! The disciples only 
had five loaves and two fish to feed 5000+ people! It is not simply a matter of what we 
have, but what God can do with it. They offered what they had to Jesus and He 
multiplied it to feed the people, leaving 12 basketfuls of leftovers. Are we prepared to let 
God use what we have: our words, prayer and acts of love? 
 
‘Helping one person might not change the world, but it could change the world for that 
one person.’ 

         Rev Paul Hardingham  
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
As we enjoy the glorious summer weather, 
we must always be mindful of those in our 
fellowship who have problems or concerns 
with illl health or are suffering from anxiety 
and depression.  We pray especially for Andy 
& Sue Altree, Vernon  Elliott, Philip Oliver 
and Tommy & Barbara Danson. May God’s 
presence be with them all and support them 
through the difficult times. 
 
During June, we were pleased to welcome 
the following friends to lead our services - 
Linda Rayner, a member of the Bramhall 
congregation, Margaret Dexter-Brown, Ed 
Strachan and finally Alison Pope, who helped 
us celebrate our Church Anniversary with a 
very meaningful and happy service (thanks 
for the cake as well Alison).  The Anniversary 
weekend started with a lovely evening 
consisting of a wonderful meal prepared by 
Morag and Sandy Smith followed by our 
usual monthly Film Night.  It was good to 
have so many people sharing the 
celebrations with us. 
 
This year ‘Me and My Girl’ (The Lambeth 
Walk musical) is Stockport Operatic Society’s 
production at The Plaza from 16-20 October 
7.15pm (Saturday matinee 2.15pm).  Please 
speak to Jenny Hodson about availability of 
tickets. 
 
Isobel would like to thank all her family and 
friends who helped her to celebrate her 
recent 90th birthday. Thanks also for the 
monetary gifts received, £150 will be going to 
the RNLI in Port St Mary, Isle of Man, which 
has a long family connection.  
 
Lastly, a reminder of  
 
(a) the Summer Open Day on 13 JULY at 

18 Hylton Drive.  Bring & Buy, plants 
and Fairtrade stalls and food served 
from 12.30 - 7.00 pm.  Tea and coffee 
available at all times; 

and 
(b)   the Jumble Sale on 11 AUG.  As always, 
jumble and helpers needed. 
 

The News Team 
  
 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Sun 8 JUL - CHURCH MEETING 
Sat 13 OCT - Fish & Chip Supper and Beetle 
Drive 

——————————————— 
LADIES CIRCLE 
10 ladies were present at our last meeting 
which was held on 14 JUN at Vera Lees’ 
home when we welcomed Margaret Dexter-
Brown.  We listened with interest as Margaret 
talked about her experiences whilst working  
with students at Manchester University - it 
was good to have her with us and thanks not 
only go to Margaret but also to Vera who 
provided the refreshments 
The next meeting will be our annual ‘Meal 
Out’ on 12 JUL, once again at The 
Deanwater.  I will be making a list so please 
let me know if you would like to be included.  

    Bernice Platt 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++   

WED 11 JUL 
SOUP, SWEET and MEET 

12.00 pm  ~   2 pm  
==== 

FELLOWSHIP CLUB 
1.30  ~  3.00 pm   

 
 +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

SUMMER  
OPEN DAY 

 Friday 13 JUL 2018 
 at 18 Hylton Drive,  

Cheadle Hulme 
 from 12.30 pm – 7 pm 

Admission – £1 - includes 1 free drink 
(accompanied children free) 

Lunches, Teas & Suppers  
Bring & Buy, Cakes, Plants 

 

All proceeds to our 4 charities… 
Lifeshare         Francis House 

     Suk Jai orphanage (Mae Gone)  
  Stockport Without Abuse 

———————————————— 



 

 

Churches Together in England General 
Secretary Rev Dr Paul Goodliffe (co-
minister Abingdon Baptist Church) who 
speaks of a more mission focus to the work 
of Churches Together, encouraging 
everyone to trust in the enabling of the 
Holy Spirit in our discipleship. 
 
w/c Sunday 29th July All Saints Rev Janet 
Bacon and the Fellowship. The Churches 
Together 5th Sunday evening service held 
at All Saints. 

 
Prayer and Praise Meeting  
on Monday 23rd July 2018  
at Friends Meeting House  

starting at 7.00pm 
 

Sunday 29th July 2018 
 All Saints  

5th Sunday Evening Service 
6.30pm           

                         
 ———————————————— 

 
The Church Florists 

They have done splendidly! 
Through many hours 

No moistened eye did see 
So many flowers! 

The rainbow’s range of hues – 
The yellows, reds, and blues 

They are, with love and care all used 
By skillful florists! 

  
By Nigel Beeton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AFTERNOON TEA CANAL CRUISE 
 
What would you give to have 2 hours away from 
the hustle and bustle of everyday life?  Add to 
that dream a short cruise with homemade 
cream tea as an extra, along with a good 
number of friends.  Interested?  Then book 14 
AUG between 3 - 5 pm and travel to Whaley 
Bridge and the start of the Upper Peak Forest 
Canal.  Our cruise, on the Judith Mary, will take 
us to New Mills where we turn round and return 
to Whaley Bridge.  The cost is £16.50 per 
person   
 
A ‘Request to Join the Cruise’ list will be on the 
notice board in the Foyer imminently.  It is 
limited to 40 people. 
 
 
MARY’S MEALS 
As a result of the Coffee Morning in June and 
subsequent sales of marmalade and plants, I 
have been able to send a cheque for £106 to 
Mary’s Meals.  Many thanks for all your support. 

M Morton 
—————————————— 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
 
w/c Sunday 1st July  
St Andrew’s The house 
groups as they meet together to 
study the book of Acts and 
pray together. For Carron the 
children’s worker as she 
prepares activities and helps 
the young people to come to 
know Jesus. 
 
w/c Sunday 8th July United Reformed Church 
The minister Alan Poolton as he continues his 3 
months sabbatical and for the fellowship as the 
church moves into times of changes in the 
ministry. We pray that whatever each of us is 
called to do, we perform it faithfully and gladly. 
 
w/c Sunday 15th July Chelwood Baptist T h e 
minister Andrew Philips as he leads the 
fellowship to serve God in the community. The 
church is open every day of the week, learning 
and growing together. 
 
w/c Sunday 22nd July Churches Together in 
Cheadle Hulme The newly appointed 

    Breakfast Before  
on  8 JUL 2018 

  [& every 2nd Sunday]   
  Typical menu:  

Cereal, toast, fruit 
tea, coffee, fresh orange,  

 bacon baps, pancakes or croissant 

JUMBLE SALE 
SAT 11 AUG 

 1pm   

 Jumble and helpers needed   



 

 

Church can be pretty wonderful, but if there 
are things about it that people don’t like very 
much, they will develop workarounds to make 
it better for themselves. Dreaming about the 
perfect Sunday lunch during the sermon is just 
one way this happens. 
 
Other workarounds are triggered during the 
Peace, which must be one of the most Marmite 
moments in all of church life – loved and 
loathed in equal measure. It’s frankly a joy to 
observe what people do during the Peace, 
ranging from the reluctant souls who limit their 
hesitant handshakes to the people who are 
strictly within a one-metre radius, to the 
exuberant people who enthusiastically wave 
and mouth ‘Peace be with you’ to their friends 
on the other side of the church. It’s never 
happened yet, but I do long to hear the 
minister announce the Peace by saying: ‘And if 
you prefer not to take part, just sit in a back 
pew with your head bowed and your middle 
finger raised in the air.’ 
 
A workaround I’ve often used myself has been 
the well-timed loo break, which is always 
useful for those unpleasant service moments. 
One church I belonged to had a sacred dance 
group, and I have a happy memory of walking 
past them on my way to the gents as they 
stood in the church lounge, preparing to launch 
themselves up the aisle in a blur of leotards, 
coloured streamers and whirling hand 
movements. I didn’t actually need to go, but 
walking to the loo door and back to my pew 
exactly covered the dance item. I know that 
might sound a bit bad, but on a previous 
occasion I actually saw one of the sacred 
dances, after which I popped into my dentist 
on the way home and had some root canal 
treatment to cheer myself up. 
 
While some churches could take inspiration 
from the casinos of Las Vegas and get some 
oxygen (or at least a blast of fresh air) into 
their services, maybe others could learn from 
restaurants which get their waiting staff to 
interrupt you while you’re trying to eat your 
food. How about, during the second hymn, 
someone coming to your pew and asking: ‘Is 
everything all right? Are you enjoying the 

 
 
WORSHIP SCREENSAVER MODE 

I was speaking in church recently, and was just 
hitting peak preach – a bit like the thundering of 
Niagara Falls after a few weeks of heavy rain – 
when I made the error of actually looking at 
individual faces in the pews before me. I don’t 
know what they teach in preaching school these 
days, but I’m sure that in my day they instructed 
you to vaguely scan the sea of faces as you 
preached, and nothing more. If you made definite 
eye contact with someone, they warned, that 
person might feel the sermon was aimed at them 
alone, which could reduce them to a little heap of 
ashes. 
 
Anyway, as I semi-accidentally made contact with 
a few faces in my congregation, I was hoping, of 
course, to see them being rapturously swept 
along by the mighty flow of my sermon. But one 
glance at their dead eyes quickly put me right – 
they had sensibly powered down their brains until 
something vaguely interesting started happening. 
One man even wore a happy smile on his vacant 
face, a sure sign that he was screening a movie 
of his recent holiday in Majorca on the inside of 
his eyeballs. 
 
The unsettling discovery that quite a few people 
were in screensaver mode threw my own brain 
into a frenzy of multitasking. As I continued 
banging on about Deuteronomy, the large portion 
of my brain which had been doing nothing while I 
preached, sprang to life and recalled a news 
story about the casinos of Las Vegas. It’s 
probably an urban myth, but those casinos are 
rumoured to pump 100% oxygen into their 
interiors to keep their customers alert and 
focused on the important task of feeding money 
into the slot machines. Could churches follow 
their example, I wondered? Perhaps the 
collection – or even sermons – could go a lot 
better with some extra oxygen. But then I 
thought: maybe some churches are already doing 
it. Hillsong and other hipster churches have 
probably been pumping laughing gas for years. 
 
Thinking about the sermon later, and how the 
experience of delivering it had been like throwing 
a tennis ball into porridge, I realised something. 



 

 

hymn?’ Or, as you return to your seat after 
Communion: ‘How was the wine for you?’ 
Next time I preach, I’m planning to distribute 
those blindfolds they give you on planes to 
help you sleep. I’m sure that working with 
people’s workarounds is absolutely the best 
way to go. 
 

Simon Jenkins is author  
of Jumble Sales of the Apocalypse (SPCK, 

2017) This article was published in the June 
2018 edition of  Reform 

 
————————————————— 

REFLECTION FROM THE TRENCHES  

Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy was a British 
chaplain in the First World War. He earned 
the nickname Woodbine Willie from his 
conviction that chaplaincy meant having ‘a 
box of fags in your haversack’. His poems 
reflecting wartime experience in down-to-
earth language, published as Rough 
Rhymes of a Padre were popular. The 
following extract is from his prose book, The 
Hardest Part. He was awarded the Military 
Cross for the rescue described in this 
passage. 

June 7th, 1917 

 
In the assembly trenches on the morning of 
the attack on the Whyschaete-Messines 
Ridge. The ____ division attacked first, and 
our men went through their lines to the last 
objective. 

‘What is God like?’ I remember that’s what 
that officer in hospital asked me. ‘You ought 
to know; that is your business, Padre,’ he 
said. I suppose it is, and I ought to know. But 
do I? Do I know and love God? Jesus Christ 
I know and love. He is splendid. I love His 
superb courage, His majestic patience, and 
His perfect love. I love His terrible wrath 
against all wrong and His tender kindness to 
the weak. Tender as a woman and terrible 
as a thunderstorm, Jesus Christ, I know and 
love; but ‘Almighty and Everlasting God,’ 
‘High and Mighty, King of kings and Lord of 
lords, the only Ruler of princes,’ ‘to Whom all 
things in heaven and earth and under the 

earth do bow and obey’, do I know anything at 
all about Him? Do I believe in Him? How can I 
find Him in this welter of sin and cruelty? I have 
said such words a thousand times. What did I 
mean? What did the men who wrote them 
mean? It all seems like silly sentimental 
nonsense in the face of this. 

They are supposed to be expressions of 
reverence. Just now they sound like 
expressions of blasphemy, accusations against 
God. Are they superficial compliments 
necessary in the court of the Most High? How 
God must hate them if they aren’t true! And 
how can they be true? I wish they would not put 
such things in the Prayer Book. It makes one 
sick in the light of scenes like this. This war is 
the very devil; it seems to scupper all one’s 
ancient understandings… 

Extract from article published  
in June 2018 Reform 

————————————————— 

 NO, NOT ANY 
 
The manager of the garden centre came out of 
his office to hear Jenkins, one of his most trusted 
assistants, saying to a lady customer: ‘No 
madam, we certainly haven’t had any for some 
time, and who knows when we will get any.’ 
 
When the customer had gone, the manager 
tackled him: ‘I heard that, Jenkins,’ he 
remonstrated, ‘and I must say that I am surprised 
at you. Never, never admit to a customer that we 
can’t get them something. That’s what we’re here 
for. If it’s out of stock, tell her you’ll get it for her 
soon. Now, what was it the lady wanted?’ 
 
‘Rain,’ said Jenkins simply. 
 

Parish Pump website 
—————————————————- 

 
CHURCH MEETING - Sun 8 July 
 
The Agenda for this meeting will include the 
Synod Resolution concerning agreement to the 
Synod Manse Scheme, which is displayed on the 
notice board in Church, and a decision regarding 
the Church Charities that we will be supporting in 
the future.  Please do all that you can to attend 
this important meeting. 

Alison Stevens 

http://www.reform-magazine.co.uk/category/june-2018/
http://www.reform-magazine.co.uk/category/june-2018/
http://www.reform-magazine.co.uk/category/june-2018/


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify Glyn Elsden 

and mark it up on 
the master copy on 
the foyer n o t i c e 
board.  On arrival, 
a l w a y s c h e c k 
n o t i c e b o a r d 
for last m i n u t e 
changes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 JUL 8 JUL 15 JUL 22 JUL 
 

Service 
Morning  
Worship 

JOINT 
Service 

Morning                  
Worship 

Morning  
Communion 

 
Time 

 
10.30 am 

 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 

 
Leaders Robert Williams Bernie Stevens Margaret  

Dexter-Brown Heather Frankish 

 Reader H Elsden V Lees J Hodson B Platt 
Elder Duty                    C Davies S Smith A Stevens/G Elsden 
Door Duty H Elsden N Lawrence B Platt 
Flowers D Phillips G Thompson B Chance 
Coffee S & M Smith G Thompson/ 

E Shackcloth 
H Elsden/ 
M Morton 

 
Notes 

 
 

BREAKFAST  
BEFORE 
CHURCH  
MEETING 

 HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

H Frankish 
B Danson 
J Sallaway 
C Davies/ 
Another 

29 JUL 
Morning  
Worship 

 

Peter Burrows 

L Frankish 
P Oliver 
D Green 
V Wilson 
V Elliott/ 
M Hardie 

 

 5 AUG 12 AUG 19 AUG 26 AUG 
 

Service 
Morning  
Worship 

Family  
Service 

Morning                  
Worship 

Morning  
Communion 

 
Time 

 
10.30 am 

 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 

 
Leaders Hilary Jackson Ed Strachan Margaret  

Dexter-Brown Bernie Stevens 

 Reader T Clarkson V Elliott M Smith H Elsden 
Elder Duty                    G Elsden C Davies  S Smith/C Davies 
Door Duty A Manley V Elliott M Morton H Elsden 
Flowers C Brooks A Manley B Danson M Smith 
Coffee V Wilson/M 

Wightman 
A & S Altree   

 
Notes 

 
 

 
BREAKFAST  

BEFORE 
 

  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 
 

Sat  28 JUL      
 

 

 
 
 

7pm  in the hall 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH REGISTERS  - NONE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALENDAR 
 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......         
          
JULY        
Mon 02    7.30 pm Cheadle Hulme Elders’ meeting   
        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing    
Tues 03     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  
Wed 04 
Thu  05  
Fri 06 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 07 10.00 am Coffee Morning in aid of Epilepsy charity 
 Sun 08   9.30 am Management  11.45 am CHURCH MEETING 
Mon 09       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing    
Tues 10     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 7.30 pm Bible Study ~ Bramhall URC 
Wed  11  12 ~2 pm Soup, Sweet and Meet followed  by ‘Fellowship Club’ from  1.30pm    
Thu 12   Ladies Circle ‘Meal Out’ (pre-booked) ~ The Deanwater (time tbc)     
Fri  13 10.00 am    Toddlers  12.30-7pm Summer Open Day ~ 18 Hylton Drive  
       
Mon 16        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 17    9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  
Wed 18    
Thu 19          
Fri  20 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
   


