
 

 

Friends                        Why we come here 
 
I have been much taken this week by the story of an (American) ministerial colleague of mine being 
introduced to his new, and large church. 
 
He dressed up as a beggar and went into the church.  It was obvious that people didn’t want this 
vagrant around for the first Sunday of their new minister and folk were either trying to ignore him or, in 
some cases, physically trying to remove him from the church.  (This is on the back on a discussion in 
last Sunday’s 9.30 service about whether people felt easy or not in giving money to beggars on the 
streets, the pros and cons and so forth). 
 
The service was being led by the local church elders  who kept telling the congregation that the new 
minister would be there presently.  The beggar then made his way to the front, amid gasps (and in 
some cases tears of shame) and announced himself as the new minister. 
 
This is what he said:  “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
       Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
      “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me some- 
      thing to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was 
      sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
  
      “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
      and give you something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing  
     clothes and clothe you?  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ ‘The King will 
     reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,  
     you did for me.” 
  
     After he recited this, he looked towards the congregation and told them all what he had experi- 
     enced that morning.  Many began to cry, and many heads were bowed in shame.  He then said, 
   “Today I see a gathering of people, not a church of Jesus Christ.  The world has enough people, but 
    not enough disciples. When will YOU decide to become disciples?”  He then dismissed service until 
    next week. 
 
Yes, we are in the amidst of huge changes within our denomination at Synod and National levels, yes, 
it is very easy ( I am as guilty as anyone) to resort to navel gazing, but let’s not forget why we come 
here. 
 

See soon, Best wishes, Alan 
 

Cheadle Hulme United Reformed Church 
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
As we pray for members and friends of our 
fellowship, O God grant that our own 
happiness and good health will never make 
us blind to the needs and forgetful of the 
unhappiness of others.  This month we pray 
especially for Tom Clarkson who is in 
hospital after a bad fall, David Williams who 
has been in and out of hospital, Robert & 
Lesley Denton; also Christine Brooks who 
has moved into Cavendish Court Care Home, 
Horseshoe Lane, Alderley Edge, SK9 7QP. 
 
We welcomed again last month Heather 
Frankish, Margaret Dexter-Brown and Ed 
Strachan as they support Alan in the ministry 
of our Church.  We look forward to their 
return visits in the future. 
 
Thank you to all the folk who provided 
donations, or money in lieu, for the Harvest 
Festival. After the fruitful service, the food 
was distributed between the Foodbank at 
Chelwood Baptist Church and ‘Lifeshare’. 
 
Film Nights continue to be well supported by 
the Church congregation and neighbours and 
friends of the fellowship.  Do come and join 
us - cakes and drinks in the interval - no 
popcorn yet! 
 
Some 36 members and friends attended  the 
Fish & Chip supper & Beetle Drive.  Our 
thanks go to them for their support but  
particularly to Sandy and Morag Smith and 
Eric Ward for organising the supper and 
Beetle Drive respectively. 
 
Our grateful thanks goes to Andy Galloway 
from Bramhall for printing the posters and 
leaflets for the Remembrance Exhibition 
coming up on Sat 11 Nov, 10am~4pm. 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
Sat 9 DEC ~ CTCH Carols in the Park - Oak 
Meadow   11 am 
               The News Team 

—————— 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 
The meeting was held at the home of Mavis 
Davies and a good turnout of 12 ladies 
attended. 
 
Mavis had suggested that we each bring a 
photograph of our grandparents/great-

grandparents to discuss the life they led and 
any other details they were aware of.  This 
was a great success and most people had a 
good deal of information to impart.   
 
We all enjoyed this ‘quite different’ afternoon 
and thanked Mavis for her generous 
hospitality. 
 
The next meeting will be held at Carole 
Davies’ home on 1 NOV at 2.15pm. 

Bernice Platt 
——————–——— 

LADIES CIRCLE 
 

The October meeting of the Ladies Circle, 
was held at the home of Joyce Sallaway.    
Joyce is the ultimate  hostess and always 
finds ways to make the evening interesting 
and enjoyable. 
 
We started the evening by playing a 'type of 
quiz' new to us all, which involved the 
alphabet and was quite a challenge.   Joyce 
then provided a variety of refreshments which 
brought a very pleasant  evening to a close.   
Thank you Joyce for a lovely time. 
 
The next Ladies Circle will be held in Church, 
organised by Mo and Alison Manley on 9 NOV 
2017. 

      Bernice Platt 
 +++++++++++++++++++        

WED  8 NOV 
 

Soup  Sweet &  Meet     
                

      12 .00   ~   2 pm                       
+++++++++++++++++++ 

 
MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
 
Thank you to everyone who came to the 
MacMillan coffee morning.  It was lovely to 
see so many people there and so many of you 
had baked such beautiful cakes and biscuits, 
well done.  Thank you also to Mo for her plant 
stall and Morag for her Christmas Fair-trade 
stall.  We had our friends from Bramhall, 
Cheadle Hulme and some people who 
happened to be walking past with their dog.  
Altogether we managed to make a staggering 
£210.34 for MacMillan Nurses.  Thank you. 

 Heather Frankish 
———————————— 



 

 

                        

LOVERS OF ENGLISH  
 
There is a two-letter word that perhaps has 
more meanings than any other two-letter 
word, and that is 'UP.'  [There is a certain 4 
letter challenger…] 
 
It's easy to understand UP, meaning toward 
the sky or at the top of the list, but when we 
awaken in the morning, why do we wake UP?  
At a meeting, why does a topic come UP?  
Why do we speak UP and why are the officers 
UP for election and why is it UP to the 
secretary to write UP a report? 
 
We call UP our friends.  And we use it to 
brighten UP a room, polish UP the silver; we 
warm UP the leftovers and clean UP the 
kitchen.  We lock UP the house and some 
guys fix UP the old car.  At other times the 
little word has real special meaning.  People 
stir UP trouble, line UP for tickets, work UP an 
appetite, and think UP excuses.  To be 
dressed UP is special. 
 
And this UP is confusing:  A drain must be 
opened UP because it is stopped UP.  We 
open UP a store in the morning AND we close 
UP at night. 
 
We seem to be pretty mixed UP about UP!  To 
be knowledgeable about the proper uses of 
UP, look the word UP in the dictionary.  In a 
desk-sized dictionary, it takes UP almost 1/4th 
of the page and can add UP to about thirty 
definitions.  If you are UP to it, you might try 
building UP a list of the many ways UP is 
used.  It will take UP a lot of your time, but if 
you don't give UP, you may wind UP with a 
hundred or more.  When it threatens to rain, 
we say it is clouding UP.  When the sun 
comes out we say it is clearing UP... 
 
When it rains, it wets the earth and often 
messes things UP.  When it doesn't rain for 
awhile, things dry UP. 
 
One could go on and on, but I'll wrap it UP, for 
now my time is UP , so...it is time to shut UP!   
 
 Oh, one more thing:  What is the first thing 
you do in the morning & the last thing you do 
at night?  U P! 

Source forgotten 
 

AFRICA... 
 
On Thu 19 Oct I went to 
Grove Lane Baptist Church 
for the annual Christian Aid 
talk.  24 people heard 
Salome thank us all for our diligence in 
supporting CA and then talked of her native 
country, the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
 
The DRC is 1 of 54 countries in Africa (1 of 3 
Congos) and very narrowly 2nd largest by area; 
3rd largest by population (80 million).  It is 
surrounded by 10 countries that include CAR, S 
Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and Angola, 
who have all seen great violence in the recent 
past.   
 
She described vast jungles and mountains, 4 
different languages /cultures, millions of 
refugees, abuse by multi-national corporations, 
endemic corruption and constant male violence, 
all of which divide her nation. 
 
Yet Salome, the youngest of 2 boys and 8 girls, 
graduated in Agriculture & the Sciences, and 
speaks 4 languages!   Her childhood was 
shaped by the church and churches are 
growing throughout DRC and all of Africa.   This 
is a great power for good and a great hope for 
the future. 
 
Also growing are large numbers of women's 
groups who organise communities that help and 
support each other.  Christian Aid always works 
through local groups never governments and 
finds these women ideal organisations to 
distribute aid, knowledge, and  training.  
Another great power for good and great hope 
for the future.  So, Christian Aid and other 
charities are investing for the future of DRC and 
all Africa. 
 
Salome thanked the folk in front of her, but I 
thought that we, all Cheadle Hulme, Britain and 
the West were letting her (and all Africa) down 
when a mere 24 elderly collectors were 
gathered to hear the amazing efforts and 
successes of the women of this 3rd world. 
 

Bernie 



 

 

TRAINING 
 
Regarding the Missional Discipleship & 
Partnerships which I wrote about last month, 
we have been promised more training 
opportunities, the first of which, communion 
leadership, has been arranged on 29 NOV. 
 
As more and more people are drawn into the 
ministry of our church, the definition of 
“ministry” is going to widen.  For instance, 
more people need to be authorised to preside 
at the sacraments of communion, baptism and 
funerals.  You may remember that Sheila 
Glenton conducted all these before she moved  
 
I’m told it’s over 10 yrs since I became a ‘local 
leader’ with a loosely defined role even then, 
but something spiritual though something less 
than an accredited lay preacher...  At the time 
there were several weekend training sessions 
and since then I’ve attended training for the 
presidency of the sacraments twice.  I’m 
authorised annually on an rolling programme, 
but  I've not been called for either of the other 
sacraments. 
 
SO, I recently signed with Mersey Synod 
running a lay preachers & worship leaders 
’day’ at Upton by Chester.  It was 
inspirationally led by Martyn Atkins, the 
Methodist President(?!) and well attended by 
over 40 people inc 5 Clergy.  I feel refreshed, 
and I’m enjoying a little rest after 18 services 
in 18 months.   

Bernie Stevens 
————————————— 

 
CROSSWORD 
Across 
 1  He was replaced as king of Judah by his 
uncle Mattaniah (2 Kings 24:17) (10) 
7  ‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus... who for the 
joy set before him — the cross’ (Hebrews 
12:2) (7) 
8  Relieved (5)  
10 Impetuous (Acts 19:36) (4)  
11 Surprised and alarmed (Luke 24:37) (8)  
13 ‘It is — for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle than for the rich to enter the kingdom 
of God’ (Mark 10:25) (6)  
15 Directions for the conduct of a church 
service (6)  
17 One of the acts of the sinful nature 
(Galatians 5:19) (8) 

CHILDREN of ISRAEL 
 
 In Sunday School one morning young Joseph 
raised his hand and proceeded to ask a 
question that had perplexed him for some time.   
 
 ‘There's something I can't figure out. According 
to the Bible, the Children of Israel crossed the 
Red Sea, right?’  ‘Right,’ said his teacher. 
 
‘And the Children of Israel beat up the 
Egyptians,  right?’   ‘Er, right.’  
 
‘And the Children of Israel fought the Philistines 
and then the Moabites and lots of other tribes, 
and built the Temple, and were always doing 
something important, right?’  ‘All that is right, 
too,’ agreed the teacher.  ‘So, what's your 
question, Joseph?’ 
 
‘Well what were all the grown-ups doing all that 
time?’ 

Parish Pump 
——————————- 

RICHARD BRANSON... 
 
 “At home Mum had two obsessions: she 
always generated work for us, and she was 
always thinking of ways to make money. We 
never had a television and I don't think my 
parents ever listened to the radio.  
 
Mum worked in a shed in the garden, making 
wooden tissue boxes and wastepaper bins 
which she sold to shops. Her shed smelt of 
paints and glue and was stacked with little piles 
of painted boxes ready to be sent off.  
 
Dad was inventive and very good with his 
hands, and he designed special pressing vices 
which held the boxes together while they were 
being glued. Eventually Mum began supplying 
Harrods with her tissue boxes, and it became a 
proper little cottage industry.  
 
As with everything she did, Mum worked in a 
whirlwind of energy 
which was difficult to 
resist”.   
The rest is history. 

    Breakfast 
Before                            

on  12 NOV 2017 



 

 

18 and 20 Down ‘She began to wet his — with her 
tears. Then she wiped them with her — ’ (Luke 
7:38) (4,4) 
21 ‘We will all be changed, in a flash, in the 
twinkling of an — , — the last trumpet’ (1 
Corinthians 15:51–52) (3,2) 
22 ‘But he replied, “Lord, I am — — go with you to 
prison and to death”’ (Luke 22:33) (5,2) 
23 Third person of the Trinity (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
(4,6) 

 Down 
 1  He betrayed Jesus (Matthew 27:3) (5)  
2  Paul’s assurance to the Philippian jailer: ‘Don’t — 
yourself! We are all here!’ (Acts 16:28) (4)  
3  ‘Fear God and keep his commandments, for this 
— the whole — of man’ (Ecclesiastes 12:13) (2,4)  
4 The sort of giver God loves (2 Corinthians 9:7) (8)  
5  Sun rail (anag.) (7)  
6  Naboth, the ill-fated vineyard owner, was one (1 
Kings 21:1) (10)  
9  Paul said of young widows, ‘When their sensual 
desires overcome their — to Christ, they want to 
marry’ (1 Timothy 5:11) (10)  
12 This was how Joseph of Arimathea practised his 
discipleship ‘because he feared the Jews’ (John 
19:38) (8)  
14 Mop ruse (anag.) (7)  
16 Foment (Philippians 1:17) (4,2)  
19 Where Joseph and Mary escaped to with the 
baby Jesus (Matthew 2:14) (5)  
20 See 18 Across 

 

47 SEVEN YEARS AGO . . . 
WOODWORKER’S BALLAD 
 
All that is moulded of iron 
Has lent to destruction and blood; 
But the things that are honoured of Zion 
Are most of them made from wood. 
 
Stone can be chiselled to Beauty, 
And iron shines bright for Defence; 
But when Mother Earth pondered her 
duty 
She brought forth the forest, from 
whence 
 
Come tables, and chairs, and crosses, 
Little things that a hot fire warps, 
Old ships that the blue wave tosses, 
And fiddles for music, and harps; 
 
Oak boards where the carved ferns 
mingle, 
Monks’ shrines in the wilderness, 
Snug little huts in the dingle, 
All things that the sad poets bless. 
 
King Arthur had a wood table; 
And Our Lord blessed wood; for, you 
see, 
He was born in a wooden stable, 
And He died on a wooden tree; 
 
And He sailed in a wooden vessel 
On the waters of Galilee, 
And He worked at a wooden trestle 
At His wonderful carpentry. 
 
Oh, all that is moulded of iron 
Has lent to destruction and blood; 
But the things that are honoured of Zion 
Are most of them made from wood. 
 

H E Palmer 

 
 

 
 
  
Sat  25 NOV    7pm 



 

 

  



 

 

SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify 
Glyn Elsden and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.  On arrival, 
always check notice board for last minute changes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH REGISTERS  - NONE  
 

————————————————————————— 
 

 
 
 

With reflection we remember those  
we lost and who lost so much 

 
With pride we stand beside  

the brace 
 

With resolve we defend  
our freedom 

 
With hope we sow peace  

and rebuild 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 5 NOV 12 NOV 19 NOV 26 NOV 
 

Service 
 

Morning  
Worship 

 

Remembrance 
Communion 

 
Morning                      
Worship Family Service 

 
Time 

 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 

 
Leaders Robert Williams Rev 

 Alan Poolton 
Margaret  

Dexter-Brown 
Rev  

Alan Poolton 

 Reader L Frankish J Hodson V Elliott V Wilson 

Elder 
Duty                    

S Smith B Stevens /  
A Stevens 

C Davies S Smith                    
 

Door  
Duty 

V Elliott B Danson V Wilson 

Flowers Poppies Poppies P Grieve 

Coffee M Davies /  
Another 

S & M Smith C Davies /  
M Smithers 

 
Notes 

  

REMEMBRANCE  
SERVICE  

COMMUNION 

  
TOY SERVICE 

 

M Morton 

M Wightman 

G Thompson /  
E Shackcloth 

3 DEC 
 

Morning                    
Worship 

 

10.30 am 

Linda Rayner 

H Elsden 

G Elsden 

H Elsden 

Scottish Dancing 

H Elsden /  
M Morton 

 

ADVENT  
SUNDAY 

CHRISTINGLE 



 

 

EVENTS CALENDAR 
 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......        
 
NOVEMBER 
Wed  01   2.15 pm    Women’s Fellowship ~ Carole Davies’ home 
Thu   02        
Fri 03 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 04 10.00 am    COFFEE MORNING in aid of Church charities      
 Sun 05    
Mon 06       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 07   9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed  08  12 -2 pm    Soup, Sweet & Meet    
Thu 09         8.00 pm Ladies Circle ~ Church        
Fri  10 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat  11  10.00 am-4 pm  REMEMBRANCE EXHIBITION  
   
Mon 13        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 14     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 15 
Thu 16          7.30 pm Worship Group ~ Church          
Fri  17 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 18 
  Sun 19  11.45 am    Management ~ Church         
Mon 20       7.00 pm   CTCH Prayer & Praise ~ St Ann’s RC  
               8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 21     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 22 
Thu 23                
Fri  24 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 25       7.00 pm  FILM NIGHT  
Sun 26      
Mon 27       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 28     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 29 
Thu 30 

STOP PRESS 
A SPECIAL CHURCH  MEETING WILL BE ARRANGED IN NOVEMBER 

REGARDING MISSIONAL PARTNERSHIPS  
 
DECEMBER              
Fri  01 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 02 10.00 am   COFFEE MORNING & CHRISTMAS STALL 
 
 
  Copy for DEC 2017 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  19 NOV 2017 
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