
 

 

Friends       
 

Starting again…. 
I have just returned from Cheadle Hulme’s bi-annual jumble sale   - it was the usual mix of incredibly 
committed helpers (thank you so much) and crowds of the sort rarely experienced in life desperate 
for bargains and unlikely sale items.  In other words, just like any other jumble sale at Bramhall or 
Cheadle Hulme, and I guess just like so many of those events wherever they are held. 
 
They catch my breath away every time I go to one, the need to “find a bargain” but also the 
realisation that – to be honest – just how much junk we all accumulate in our lives.  We buy things 
just because “they might come in useful”, but rarely do. 
 
In the best of circumstances, they indeed help to recycle, but that surely depends on the right 
person finding just the right item.  The chances may seem remote but I recall about 4 or 5 years ago 
selling one gent an old Nokia mobile phone.  The following year I sold the same gent the instruction 
manual.  These sort of coincidences make my head spin – someone having given away their old 
phone came across the instructions, now most of us would have thrown it away, but no, the owner 
must have thought “maybe someone out there has a phone but no instructions”….  And of course 
the one person in this position was the person who had bought the phone the previous year, but 
how had he managed for a year? 
 
Cheadle Hulme hold their jumble sales in August and February because they are times of the year 
when the hall is free, but it always strikes me as a sort of symbol for the time of year because you 
see, for many in the church, the year seems to start in September.  What better way to start again 
other than clearing out all the unnecessary stuff we have accumulated to create the space and the 
time to look forward to the year we are about enter. 
 
The coming year will see changes in our Synod, in the way we organise ministry into “missional 
partnerships” and see the start of exciting adventures in both of our church.  Cheadle Hulme start 
the year with beautiful new doors and alterations to kitchens and rear rooms – and a full pre-school. 
Bramhall start looking at the prospect of a new community outreach worker. 
 
The key to making a success of life is knowing what to keep and what to throw away.  One lady in a 
previous congregation and had very bad OCD.  In short she never threw anything away and has an 
extension built on the side of her home to store piles of old newspapers and the like.  That is never 
good in the home or the church.  Clear out the old, make way for the new. 

 Best wishes, Alan 
 

Cheadle Hulme United Reformed Church 
————————————————————–— 
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
After the summer break, when most of us are 
feeling refreshed from holidays and other 
leisure activities, we think of those who were 
unable to get any relief from the burdens of 
their lives.  Those who are housebound, sick 
or anxious, those who had nowhere to go 
and no-one to share a break with.  We pray 
especially at this time for Lesley and Robert 
Denton as they mourn the loss of Beryl, 
Lesley’s mother.  Also we think of Christine 
Brooks and her family as they mourn the loss 
of John.  We pray that the love and support 
of friends and family will help them all 
through this difficult time.  David Williams, 
who is currently in hospital, and Gerry & 
Alison Manley are also in our thoughts. 
 
We are grateful to Margaret Dexter-Brown, 
Alison Smith, Robert Williams, Hilary 
Jackson, Ed Strachan and Bernie Stevens for 
 ’filling the pulpit’ over the summer and 
leading our worship whilst Alan has been on 
holiday or preaching elsewhere.  It was 
particularly good to have Alison with us.  She 
now moves on to more demanding roles as 
her ministry proceeds.  We wish her well - 
may God be with her.  
 
Our church charities were boosted during the 
summer by £630 from the Summer Open 
Day in Hylton Drive.  It was a good day with a 
large number of people passing through.  
Also, the August Jumble Sale made £775.  
This was amazing considering the local 
papers were not delivered in time for the 
advertising.  Two of our younger helpers 
flagged it, at the last minute, on Facebook 
and Twitter.  All’s well that ends well!  A big 
‘thank you’ to all those involved in any way 
on both occasions. 
 
Will the kind person who sent Mo Morton 
money in a Gift Aid envelope, please see her 
as soon as possible.  Thank you. 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
Thu 21 SEP - CTCH AGM ~ Grove Lane 
Baptist Church -  7 pm  ALL WELCOME 
Sat 14 OCT - Fish & Chip Supper +Beetle Dr 
Sun 22 OCT - Jt Service at Cheadle Hulme 
Wed 13 DEC - Christmas Lunch - numbers 
limited - tickets available nearer the time 

The News Team 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 
On 5 July, 14 members met and enjoyed an 
end of season lunch at the Deanwater Hotel.  
After a summer break, we will recommence 
meetings at my (Vivienne) house on 6 SEP at 
2.15 pm where there will be plenty to talk 
about - the new Church doors and new 
kitchen, as well as holidays. 
 
One member will probably not talk about an 
embarrassing few minutes of her holiday.  
She was with a coach party, as were 4 other 
Church members, staying in Eastbourne.  We 
had a lovely time visiting Chartwell, Leeds 
Castle, Sissinghurst amongst other places.  
When we were leaving for home we had to 
put our cases outside our bedroom doors 
early morning so they could be collected and 
taken to the coach.  This particular lady got 
out of bed in the morning realising the time, 
quickly took off her nightwear put it in her 
case and deposited this outside wearing only 
her knickers (she WAS at the end of a dark 
corridor).  Too late the door closed behind 
her.  Undaunted, it was early morning so off 
she went for another key.  Unfortunately, it 
wasn’t as early as she thought, a man joined 
her in the lift and in the reception area there 
were several Scotsmen (wearing kilts) who 
had just arrived.  The young man on the desk 
just smiled as he gave her a key.  She, of 
course had to unfold her arms to quickly pick 
it up!!!! 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone on 6 
SEP. 

Vivienne Wilson 
 

——————–——— 
LADIES CIRCLE 
 
Some 12 members of the Ladies Circle and 
friends met at Piccolinos in Bramhall on 13 
JUL where they had a very enjoyable meal 
accompanied by plenty of chat!  Thanks go to 
Bernice for organising. 
Please note that the next meeting will be on 
Thu 14 SEP at 8 pm at  Heather Elsden’s. 

      Vera Lees 
 ———————— 

 
 



 

 

WANTED, someone who “does a bit” of 
gardening at home, to take responsibility for 
spraying the Church roses for black spot.  This 
would possibly take about three-quarters of an 
hour a fortnight over the summer.  If that 
lovely person would be willing to do a further 
15 minutes and check along the strip of land 
by the railway fence for convolvulus (and 
spray it) and Japanese Knotweed (and report 
it to the gardening team), we would be most 
grateful.  Tools and spray will be provided but 
you will need your own gloves.  If you feel you 
could help - your choice of time - please see 
Mo Morton, Tom Clarkson or Geof Thompson 
in Church.  Thank you. 

Mo Morton 
—————————————— 

 
Many of you will know Mike, Emma’s partner, 
from the jumble sale where he is now a 
regular helper.  In 2014 Mike was part of the 
charity, Shine Africa School Run.  He left his 
home in an old Landrover ambulance and, 
with two other vehicles, drove to The Gambia 
with donations of clothing, stationary, toys etc. 
for the children in a remote village. 
 
They also installed solar panels on the roof of 
the village school which proved to be a great 
success, providing light and power.  He left 
the villagers the ambulance, together with a 
contact for parts when needed, and returned 
home by air. 
 
He is going on another similar expedition this 
year in October, but this time to The Middle 
Atlas Mountains in Morocco.  Eight schools 
have been identified, in remote locations, for 
the supply and installation of solar electricity 
systems.  An estimated 250 children will 
benefit. 
 
Mike is the team’s resident Landrover expert 
and, as a former roofer, he will assist with the 
installation of the panels and, of course, 
making sure the roof structure is ok. 
 
The journey will be long and gruelling no 
doubt, but the difference it will make to the 
school children will make it all worthwhile.  I 
will put a detailed report on the notice board of 
the expedition which includes photographs of 
the previous School Run.  I’m sure we all wish 
him well. 

 Carole Davies 

THANK YOU 
 

Alan,  Thank you so much for leading the 
service so beautifully yesterday. You 
brought kindness and wisdom and 
guided us gently through a difficult 
occasion. 
 
It can’t be easy when a bunch of 
strangers turn up asking you to lead a 
funeral and then trying to shoehorn it in 
to a hectic and full diary.  We are grateful 
that you were not only able to find time 
but also able to offer range of options.  
You helped us create a service that 
celebrated Dad’s life on earth and 
prepared him for the next life in heaven. 
We are so grateful.   Thank you.  
 
The Church in Swann Lane was very 
important to us growing up in Cheadle 
Hulme.  It formed our view of the world.  
It was our roots.  Our community.  We 
experienced childhood there and 
adolescence.  We had the best of times 
there.  There were times of joy but also 
times of sadness.  I don’t think I can put 
in to words how special it was for the 
family to come together again at your 
church yesterday.  It just felt so right.  
We will be forever grateful to you and to 
the church community for opening your 
arms and welcoming us in.  
 
The whole service was lovely, but we’d 
especially like to thank you for the lovely 
blessing in church and your gentle 
guidance at the crematorium.  
 
I do hope you have a relaxing holiday 
and a very enjoyable cycle pilgrimage 
later in the year.  

Thank you so much, 
David, Caroline and Philip Broadhurst 

 
+++++++++++++++++++        

WED  13 SEP 
 

    Soup  Sweet &  Meet   
                

      12 .00   ~   2 pm                        
+++++++++++++++++++ 



 

 

SUK JAI ORPHANAGE  
 
The children have now already started their 
new school year.  We thank God that they are 
all doing well.  For this new school year we 
have one new girl joining us at the orphanage.  
Her name is Da-ru-nee and she is from Fang 
and she 8 years old and she will be studying in 
first grade because she has never been to 
school.  Both of her parents are in prison for 
drug traffiking and before coming to us Da-ru-
nee was staying with her grandparents who 
until recently became ill and is now unable to 
walk very well.  
 
During the children’s summer vacation from 
the 28th–30th of March we had a Bible 
conference and medical mission as well as 
VBS for the children at the orphanage.  We 
thank God that at the Bible conference there 
were 7 people who were baptized, 3 of those 
who were baptized were our children at the 
orphanage.  We ask that you pray for these 
people who were baptized and that they will 
continue to grow in faith and continue to learn 
more about God throughout their lives.  

The seven who were baptized 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sura chai newly graduated from Bible school  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
31 YEARS AGO . . . 
 
PRESSING TOWARD THE MARK 
A Yorkshire farmer was instructing a new ploughman 
on one of the great fields of that county.  “Get your 
first furrow straight” he said, “and the rest will follow.  
When you start, fix your eye on something on the far 
side.  Keep going towards it, and you’ll finish with a 
straight furrow”  “I press towards the mark,” said St 
Paul, and those who have followed his good 
example have found the life which is life indeed. 
 
Heeding the farmer’s teaching, the ploughman set 
off, his eye firmly fixed on a pole he could see in the 
distance.  But to his great surprise when he came to 
look back on his work, there was the field, there was 
the furrow, but, instead of a straight line it formed a 
perfect arc. 
 
How did it happen?  He had followed the rules, but 
instead of a straight line he had a curly one.  What 
the ploughman had taken for a stationary pole was in 
fact the mast of a ship underway, proceeding along 
the river Ouse.  The “mark” was moving. 
 
How true it is today, that in the absence of 
standards, life gets in a tangle and instead of order 
we find anarchy.  It would seem obvious that not only 
must one have a mark at which to aim, but that mark 
must be a dependable one.  Not some wobbly, 
woolly target, but the “mark of the high calling in 
Christ Jesus,” referred to by the Apostle, alone is 
sufficient to ensure making a success of this life - 
and ensuring the joy of the life to come. 

DAH  
——————————————— 

THE MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

Come along for a nibble and a natter and at the 
same time support people facing cancer and the 
MacMillan nurses by coming to the world’s 
biggest coffee morning on 7 October at 10 am at 
Cheadle Hulme United Reformed Church. 

If you would like to bake your favourite cake or 
just bring some along that would be great.  Lets 
change lives with every slice. 

Heather Frankish 

 

 
 

 
 
  
Sat  23 SEP  7pm 



 

 

Sura chai has been with us at the orphanage since 
he was young around 9 or 10 years old.  Now Sura 
chai has graduated from Bible school which is 
equivalent to a high school diploma. [controversially 
more than ‘O’ less than ‘A’ level] After a year of 
interning at the orphanage Sura chai wants to 
continue his education at Bible college because he 
wants to have more Biblical knowledge.  Brothers 
and sisters in Christ please keep Sura chai in your 
prayers I hope that in the future if God is willing 
Sura chai will become one of our co-worker at the 
orphanage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three older girls from the orphanage now  
studying in university and bible college  

 
We now have plans to build a new residence for 
the house parents Vinai and Sorn since they now 
have 3 children and one small room to live in.  The 
total cost for this project will be $7,200, we thank 
God however our forwarding agents Tom and 
Linda Nation have graciously donated $4,000 for 
this project.  We are now $3,200 short of budget to 
completing this project.  Please keep this project in 
your prayers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preparing to build a new residence for the house parents  
 
 

FAMILY NEWS  

Mark’s graduation  
 

We thank God that after 3 years Mark has 
graduated from Seminary.  Mark will continue 
to help in the ministry for the time being and 
in the near future he may have plans to do 
further studies.  We thank you for all your 
support of Mark and for all your prayers.  
 

 Abel & Ruth Sairattanyu  
 

—————————— 
WHO ARE DAUGHTERS OF DISSENT? 
 
One hundred years ago, Constance Coltman 
blazed a trail as the first woman to be 
ordained into a British mainstream Christian 
denomination.  The suffragist and pacifist was 
a Dissenter. 
 
As Protestant Christians who separated from 
the Church of England because they could 
not ‘in good conscience’ (conform to) the 
Articles of the CofE, the Nonconformists 
faced many battles & women even more so. 
 
Constance, who had been brought up as a 
Presbyterian, had met resistance from the 
Presbyterian Church of England when 
exploring her vocation, so applied to the 
Congregational foundation of Mansfield 
College, Oxford.  She was finally accepted 
because of her deep sense of God’s call even 
though there was no certainty that she would 
be ordained after the three-year course 
because the denomination had no agreed 
policy on the question.  
 
New Congregational ministers also needed a 
‘call’ (invitation) from a local congregation 
before being ordained, a possibility which no 
woman had yet explored. 

URC website 
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DETAILS & DUTIES 
 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify Glyn 
Elsden and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.  On arrival, always check 
notice board for last minute changes. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 CHURCH REGISTERS  -  FUNERAL 
 
KEN BROADHURST, who died on 21 June 2017 aged 89 years, on Monday 10th July at Cheadle 
Hulme URC and Macclesfield crematorium. 

——————————————————————————— 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Francis House Children’s Hospice currently have opportunities for volunteers to work in the 
kitchen, reception, and charity shop.   

You would be required to work a minimum of one shirt per week.   
We also need help with fundraising events but this is on an ad-hoc basis. 

If you are able to help please download an application form from our website 
www.francishouse.org.uk or contact Rachael Taylor on 0161 443 2200 

rachael.taylor@francishouse.org.uk           Thank you for taking the time to read this. 
——————————————————————————— 

 
SHOEBOXES 
 
We will try to fill 20 shoeboxes for Eastern Europe on Sunday 29 OCT 2017.  We need  shoeboxes 
of course, but a start has been made to get the fillings.  
 
A balance between ELDERLY and FAMILY ‘boxes can be arranged when we see what we have 
got.  If you’re not good at shopping or packing, perhaps you can think about the transport costs of 
£2 per box that we need to find... 

BERNIE 
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CALENDAR 
 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......        
 
SEPTEMBER 
Fri 01  10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Sat 02  10.00 am    Coffee Morning  
Sun  03   11.45 am   Management  ~ Church      
Mon 04        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 05   9.30 am     Gardening group ~ Church     7.30 pm Elders’ meeting ~ Church 
Wed 06   2.15 pm     Women’s Fellowship ~Vivienne Wilson’s home     
Thu 07   
Fri 08 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 09       
 Sun 10    9.30 am    BREAKFAST BEFORE    
Mon 11        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 12   9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed  13  12 -2 pm    Soup, Sweet & Meet    
Thu 14   8.00 pm     Ladies Circle ~ Heather Elsden’s home                   
Fri  15 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat  16   
 Sun 17  
Mon 18         8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 19     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 20 
Thu 21          7.00 pm CTCH AGM ~ Grove Lane            
Fri  22 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 23         7.00 pm  Film Night       
 Sun 24          
Mon 25        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 26     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 27 
Thu 28                
Fri  29 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 30 
 
OCTOBER 
Sun 01 
Mon 02        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
 
  Copy for OCT 2017 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  17 SEPT 2017 

 Edited & Published by Bernie & Alison Stevens, 77 Dean Lane, Hazel Grove, Stockport SK7 6EJ               
01625 877180;   swannlanesecretary@gmail.com  

 
 
Oldest computer 
The oldest computer can be traced back to Adam and Eve.  Un-surprisingly, it was an Apple, with 
an extremely limited memory of just one byte, and then everything crashed! 


