
 

 

 
‘Lenten Valentines’ 

 
 During this month Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day, share the same date!  It 
seems an odd mix, yet there is an obvious link: love!  Lent, beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, is about learning how to love God more, as we give Him space in our lives.   
It’s also an opportunity to reflect on Jesus’ experience in the wilderness (Luke 4:1-13). 
 
 Jesus was led into the desert by the Spirit (1), where He was tempted by Satan, but 
demonstrated the path of real love.  Jesus is tempted to turn stones into bread.  Love 
gets to the heart of human need, not just satisfying physical desires.  Satan tempts 
Jesus to worship him.  However, worshipping God is the beginning of love and results in 
sacrificial service to meet the needs of others.  Finally, He is tempted to put God to the 
test, by jumping off the Temple.  Only real love can change hearts by practical love and 
care. 
 
 Lent teaches us how to live out the love of God in practice, as we follow Jesus in the 
way of the cross.  
 
 Valentine was Christ’s follower, committed to sharing God’s love with others.  We know 
little about him, except that he was a priest who lived in the 3rd Century AD and was 
martyred on February 14th.  Emperor Claudius felt that soldiers in the Roman Army 
were distracted from their duty by their wives, and so attempted to outlaw marriage.  It 
is believed that Valentine married couples in secret. He also helped Christians in Rome 
during times of persecution.  He demonstrated the importance of showing real love in 
action. 
 
 Trying to understand the meaning of her revelations from God, Julian of Norwich found: 
  ‘What, do you wish to know your Lord’s meaning in this thing?   
  Know it well, love was his meaning.’  
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
As the cold weather strengthens, we must 
bring to mind the homeless and those who 
have nowhere to lay their heads.  We pray 
especially for those of our congregation who 
are sick in body or those who suffer from 
anxiety or depression.  We remember David 
Williams, Eric Ward, Reg & Pat Pollitt, 
Barbara & Tommy Danson and Mo Morton 
and her family as they mourn the passing 
away of Michael.  May they find strength from 
family and friends during these difficult times. 
 
As always we show our gratitude to friends 
who lead our services on the Sundays when 
Alan is leading worship somewhere else.   
Last month we welcomed Ed Strachan and 
Robert Williams. 
 
As folk will have noticed, our church choir is a 
bit depleted of late.  If there is anyone 
relaxing in the congregation who feels they 
would be able to help in the choir, do come!   
We have a lot of fun for about an hour on a 
Friday night at 7.45 pm.  It was good to have 
a few extras helping for the Christmas music. 
 
Many congratulations to Alison Smith 
whose graduation from Cambridge with 
an MA has taken place - a time of 
celebration for the family. 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
2 MAR  7.30 pm  All Saints Church 
  Women’s World Day of Prayer  
3~4 MAR TRAIDCRAFT WEEKEND... 
 

               The News Team 
—————— 

 
LADIES CIRCLE 
The next meeting of the Ladies Circle will be 
held on Thu 8 FEB at 8 pm at Muriel 
Prestbury’s home. 
                   Bernice Platt 

+++++++++++++++++++        
 

WED 14 FEB 
SOUP, SWEET and MEET 

 

12.00 pm ~   2 pm    
                     

+++++++++++++++++++ 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 
The post-Christmas buffet lunch was held at 
Vivienne’s on 3 JAN. 
 
After partaking of some delicious food, we 
attempted a few quizzes.   These were 
marked by Lauren (Vivienne’s granddaughter) 
and thanks to her generosity, we all did 
exceedingly well. 
 
Many thanks to Vivienne for an enjoyable 
afternoon, made all the more so by Stella and 
Lauren, who looked after us so well. 
 
The next meeting will be held at my house on 
7 FEB. 

Vera Lees 
—————————— 

 
THANK YOU 
 
The Morton family wish to thank everyone for 
their cards, sympathy and hugs on the death 
of Mike - husband to Mo and father of Timothy 
and Peter.  Your friendship, love and support 
have been the most amazing comfort blanket 
at this very bleak time.   

Thank you.  MO & SONS 
 

———————————— 
 
CHURCHES TOGETHER 
 

LENTEN LUNCHES: 12 ~2 pm 
 

  17 FEB St Ann’s RC 
  24 FEB All Saint’s 
     3 MAR Friends’ Meeting House 
  10 MAR Methodist 
  17 MAR Grove Lane Baptist - 
      donations to Traidcraft 
  24 MAR URC 

—————— 
 

The Quaker National Day of Distant Healing 
will this year be held at Cheadle Hulme MH on 
Saturday 3rd March 11am - 3pm.  
Representatives from all denominations are 
warmly invited to stay for as long or short a 
time as they wish.  The purpose is together to 
hold in the Light those for whom we are 
concerned whether individuals, groups or 
situations.  Drinks will be provided, bring your 
own lunch if required.  
 
 



 

 

suitably washed down and followed by coffee, 
oatcakes and cheese.  Our guest of honour, 
Eric Abell, proposed the toast to ‘The Immortal 
Memory of Robert Burns, and proved to be a 
very ‘abell’ speaker.  A vote of thanks from the 
Chairman concluded the formal part of the 
evening. 

 
Thanks to the usual help from all the 
participants, the floor was cleared in a record 
ten minutes, ready for the ceilidh which 
followed, with Bill McMillan acting as M.C.  In 
between simple dances for all, we had a feast 
of talent from a variety of artists. Winifred 
Maine, accompanied by John Farmer at the 
piano delighted us with her selection of Scots 
songs. Logan Hutcheson demonstrated his 
pawky humour in his rendering of Scots 
stories.  Graham Hodge played the French 
Horn delightfully, without running out of 
breath, on some numbers.  Tom Convoy gave 
us the full blast’o’ the Pipes’, and Tom Mullen 
played some delightful duets, with himself, on 
the Northumberland Pipes. (It might be a trio if 
we ask him next year).  A team of dancers, 

from the class, did the demonstration dance 
1314 (commemorating the battle of 
Bannockburn) and also a fun dance ‘The 
Three Sheep Skins’, where many a true 
character came into view! 

 
The evening concluded with the singing of 
Auld Lang Syne and The Queen.  So ended a 
fantastic evening’s entertainment and a 
grateful thanks to all those who made it 
possible and to those who supported it, it even 
made a surplus, which will be handed over to 
the Church Treasurer in due course. 

Sandy Mailer 
——————————————— 

Our prayers are asked on: 
 
4 FEB: Emmanuel.  The Messy Church 
programme will bring new families in contact 
with the Church and for the leaders and helpers 
as they plan and deliver the activities. 
 
11 FEB: St Ann’s. The minister  Chr is 
McCurry and that the fellowship will be guided 
by the Holy Spirit to be vigilant in prayer before 
the Holy Eucharist. Also for sharing fellowship 
as they host the Lent Lunch on Saturday 17th 
February. 
 
18 FEB:  All Saints. A time of fellowship and 
sharing as they host the Lent Lunch on 
Saturday 24th February. For the minister Janet 
Bacon and the fellowship at All Saints. 
 
25 FEB: Society of Friends    For the 
fellowship of Friends as they host the Lent 
Lunch Saturday 3rd March and individual 
witness in the community. The Quaker National 
Day of Distant Healing-3RD March in Cheadle 
Hulme- praying for those for whom we are 
concerned, individuals or groups. 
 
St Andrew’s:  The Capernwray Bible School 
Students will enjoy the week at St Andrew’s and 
have opportunities to talk to different groups 
and individuals about the Christian faith. That 
their own faith will grow as they encounter new 
people, situations and environments. 

 ——————————————— 
 

JUMBLE SALE 
SAT 24 FEB – 1 pm 

 Jumble and Helpers needed 
 
 

——————————————— 
 
32 YEARS AGO . . . 
 
BURNS SUPPER   
The annual Burn’s Supper, run by the Scottish 
Country Dance Class, was held on Sat 1 FEB in 
the Church Hall. 
 
The haggis, specially ‘flown’ in from the North, 
was paraded by our chef, Charles Wilson, and 
piped in by Tom Convoy.  Bill McMillan 
addressed the haggis in a masterly style, and 
the Rev David Wilkinson said ‘The Selkirk 
Grace’. Everyone, with great gusto, then 
partook of haggis, chappit neeps and tatties, 

    Breakfast Before on  11 FEB 2018 
  [& every 2nd Sunday]   

  Typical menu:  
Cereal, toast, fruit 

tea, coffee, fresh orange,  
 bacon bap, pancakes or croissant 

 
 

 
 
  

Sat  24 FEB 7pm 



 

 

 
Through the Hidden Entrepreneur appeal, 
which runs until 11 April, we’re offering you the 
chance to invest in entrepreneurs in some of 
the world’s poorest regions. Your support can 
unlock their future. 
 
With your help, these entrepreneurs can learn 
the skills they need to turn their potential into 
profit -  and use that to feed their families and 
educate their children. 
 
MAKE DOUBLE THE IMPACT . . . 
Donate to Traidcraft Exchange between 12 
January and 11 April 2018, and the UK 
Government will double your donation.  That 
means we can reach twice as many people - 
and your gift will have twice the impact. 
 
There really isn’t a better time to invest in 
hidden entrepreneurs in some of the world’s 
poorest regions.  With your help we can 
support even more people as they build 
businesses and create a better future for their 
families and communities. 
 

Traidcraft Magazine 
———————— 

TRAIDCRAFT COFFEE MORNING 
SATURDAY 3 MARCH 

10 am - 12 noon 
 

AFTERNOON TEA 
SUNDAY 4 MARCH 

3 - 5 pm 
———————–——————— 

 
Attending a wedding for the first time, a little 
girl whispered to her    mother, "Why is the 
bride dressed in white?"  "Because white is 
the  colour of happiness, and today is the 
happiest day of her life." The child thought 
about this for a moment, then said,    "So why 
is the groom wearing black?"  
 

—————–———————— 
 
JAM JARS 
 
Thank you to everyone who collects jam jars 
for me (and I suspect for Morag).  At the 
moment I am overwhelmed with them so no 
more just yet please.  I will shout when I run 
out!! 

     Mo Morton 

LINK TO HOPE 
 
We wanted to send you our heartfelt thanks for 
your support during the Link to Hope Shoebox 
Appeal.  Many hands make light work and 
together we have been able to send 43 966 
Family and Elderly Shoeboxes to Eastern 
Europe. 
 
As you know only the poorest people in 
Romania, Moldova, Bulgaria and the Ukraine 
receive your shoeboxes.  For many, it is the 
only time of the year that they realise that 
someone, somewhere cares about them.   
Every item that you put into your boxes was a 
true blessing to them. 
 
Many thanks on behalf of all at Link to Hope. 
Kind regards                   

Wendy 
——————————————— 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
FRIDAY 2 MARCH 

“All God’s Creation is Very 
Good” 

Prepared by the Christian Women of 
Suriname 

All Saint’s, Church Road 
at 7.30 pm 

Women, men and young people… 
All are welcome 

—————————————— 
 
HIDDEN ENTREPRENEUR 
 
The world is full of Hidden Entrepreneurs ...  
These are the people who have the talent and 
determination to succeed, but lack the 

opportunity.  They don’t run 
international businesses, but they 
have the raw ingredients to 
create something special. 
 
But while talent, ingenuity and 
skill are distributed evenly across 

the world, we know that opportunity is not. Not 
everyone is able to access a decent 
education—or an economy that supports their 
ambitions.  Not everyone even eats three meals 
a day. 
 
We want to break down the barriers that keep 
hard working people living in poverty - and you 
can help. 



 

 

THE SIZE OF CONGREGATIONS  
 
The size of a congregation is significant in a 
number of ways.  Larger churches, for example, 
have more resources, both in people and 
(usually) finance, to undertake more activities.  It 
is surprising, though, just how many smaller 
churches have numerous activities being 
undertaken frequently by a dedicated army of 
often older people, faithfully labouring behind the 
scenes.   
 
 The number of congregations in England which 
are comprised of under 50 people is about half, 
or 54%.  In the Church of England, about five per 
cent of these ‘under 50’ churches number only 
seven people, and about 25 per cent of these 
churches number 15 people.  
 
 Turning to the larger churches, across the 0.5% 
of largest churches, the attendance is 700 
(excluding the six churches with attendance in 
four figures, two of which are in central London 
[HTB and All Souls]).  Across the largest 5% the 
average congregation is 150, and across the 
largest 25% it is 60.   
  
Across the whole country and across all 
denominations the median size of congregation 
is 44 people; which means that is there are 
almost 20,000 churches with fewer than that on 
a Sunday, while 20,000 have more.   
 
 In America, the size issue takes totally different 
dimensions, since there are probably about 
1,500 “mega-churches”, those with more than 
2,000 on a Sunday.  There are probably a further 
15,000 what they call “medium-sized” churches, 
that is, with between 500 and 2,000 attendees, 
with something like 325,000 churches catering 
for 34 million churchgoers.   
 

Parish Pump website 
~internet 

—————————————— 
ANGELS . . . As explained by children 
 
It's  not easy to become an angel! First, you die.  
Then  you go to Heaven, and then there's still 
the flight training to go  through.  And  then you 
got to agree to wear those angel clothes.  
 
-  Matthew,  age 9  
 
 

MEMBERS OR ADHERENTS 
 
 URC “Ministers of word & sacrament” known as 
“stipendiary ministers” are paid from the national 
Ministry & Mission Fund which churches 
contribute to, depending on the number of 
members and adherents.  All churches, even 
those in vacancy, contribute to the ‘ministry of 
the whole church’  and adherents or members 
are both defined as people attending  12 or 
more times a year - the secretary fills in a 
census every JAN, so Synod can work out our 
M &M payment  for the following year. 
 
 Swann Lane’s monthly Direct Debit for 2018 
M&M fund is £1399 (based on JAN 2017 so 
obviously over-stating our numbers).  
Consequently, elders are reviewing the lists of 
members and of adherents with the above 
criteria in mind and will mirror our sister church’s 
system of 4 lists: full members, full adherents, 
non-attending members and non-attending 
adherents—just words  This will make little 
difference to anyone attending Swann Lane, it 
just lets us record our numbers accurately and 
pay what we should (but no more). 
 
 In recent years our M&M payment plus all the 
other bills and repairs hasn’t been matched by 
direct giving but thankfully rent from the halls 
came to the rescue and we finished only a little 
in the red.  Clearly, we must try to balance the 
books and we would ask everyone to think 
about their weekly giving; how long have you 
been putting the same amount into the 
collecting bag and can you increase it slightly? 
 
 Our programme of hall improvements aims to 
maximise and even swell the hall contribution.  
The Preschool especially has risen to fulfil our 
hopes after a sluggish start, and the two 
different dance schools with 3 different baby 
groups almost fill the main hall timetable.  
Toddlers provide a small contribution but do 
lead to the popularity of children’s parties, 
though only possible on Sunday afternoons. 
 
 We must push on with the improvements whilst 
we still have a little capital left – the ‘Coffee bar’ 
needs bringing to fruition, and the toilets need 
refurbishment.  By the time that’s done, we’ll 
probably need to start again like the Forth 
Bridge! 

Bernie Stevens 
Sandy Smith 

pp Management committee  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify 
Glyn Elsden and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.  On arrival, 
always check notice board for last minute changes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH REGISTERS   
 
FUNERAL 
 
JOSEPH  MICHAEL (Mike) MORTON, who died on 2 January 2018 aged 81 years, on 23 January 
2018 at Stockport Crematorium. 

 
 

 
——————————————————————————————————— 

 
 
A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER...  
 
...was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five- and six-
year-olds.  After explaining the commandment to "honour 
thy father and thy mother," she asked "Is there a 
commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and 
sisters?"  Without missing a beat one little boy answered, 
"Thou shall not kill”! 
 
 

 4 FEB 11 FEB 18 FEB 25 FEB 
 

Service 
Morning                   
Worship 

Family  
Service 

Morning                  
Worship 

Morning                   
Communion 

 
Time 

 
10.30 am 

 
10.30 am 

 
10.30 am 

 
10.30 am 

 
Leaders Margaret                      

Dexter-Brown 
Rev Alan  
Poolton   Robert Williams Alison Pope 

 Reader J Hodson V Lees B Platt T Clarkson 

Elder 
Duty                    

A Stevens C Davies S Smith C Davies/ 
H Frankish 

Door  
Duty 

A Manley N Lawrence B Platt B Danson 

Flowers E Shackcloth D Williams M Davies M Morton 

Coffee G Thompson /                   
E Shackcloth 

C Davies /  
M Smithers 

H Elsden /  
M Morton 

V Elliott /  
M Hardie 

 
Notes 

 
 

 
 

 
BREAKFAST  

BEFORE 

  
HOLY                        

COMMUNION 
 

 



 

 

 
 
CALENDAR 
 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......     
   
FEBRUARY  
Thu 01           8.00 pm Worship Group ~ Church           
Fri  02 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Sat 03 10.00 am    COFFEE MORNING in aid of Church charities 
  
Mon 05       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing    
Tues 06     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed  07   2.15 pm   Women’s Fellowship ~ Vera Lees’ home 
Thu 08        7.30 pm Elders’ meeting ~ Church 
        8.00 pm Ladies Circle ~ Muriel Prestbury’s home  
Fri  09 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
   
Mon 12        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 13     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 14 12 ~2 pm    Soup, Sweet and Meet       
Thu 15           
Fri  16 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
   Sat 17     12.00 pm    CTCH Lent Lunch ~ St Ann’s RC 
Mon 19       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 20     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 21 
Thu 22                
Fri  23 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 24     12.00 pm    CTCH Lent Lunch ~ All Saints 
     1.00 pm   JUMBLE SALE 7.00 pm  FILM NIGHT  
     
Mon 26       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing     
Tues 27       9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  
Wed 28 
 
MARCH 
Thu 01 
Fri  02 10.00 am    Toddlers          7.30 pm      Women’s World Day of Prayer ~ All Saint’s  
        7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 03  10.00 am    COFFEE MORNING in aid of Traidcraft  
   12.00 pm    CTCH Lent Lunch ~ Friends’ Meeting House      
 Sun 04    3 ~5 pm    TRAIDCRAFT AFTERNOON TEA 
 
 
  Copy for MAR 2018 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  18 FEB 2018 
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