
 

 

Friends, 
 
Its seems odd to me thinking about Lent and Easter this early in the year – as I look 
out of my window the first real snow of the winter covers my garden – yet there are 
signs of regeneration for I also see a few brave snow drops  forcing their heads above 
the snow. 
 
Easter, this year is about as early as it can be, but I always associate it with spring.  
Have you ever wondered why, unlike Christmas, Easter has no fixed date?  Like many 
things in the church, the reasons, such as they are, are lost in the mists of time – but 
this is what we know... 
 
You will recall the first Easter occurred on the Feast of the Passover.  The early 
church councils were determined to be independent from the Jewish calendar  and 
that the date should be respected worldwide.  This last rule was almost immediately 
broken when the Gregorian and Julian calendars separated. 
 
Somewhere in various darkened committee meetings, a formula was developed as... 
It should be “the 1st Sunday after the ecclesiastical full moon that occurs on or 
soonest after 21 March…..” (what?)  Did you know there such a thing as an 
Ecclesiastical Full Moon? 
 
It seems just too bizarre for words but has had far reaching consequences for religion 
on these shores – the early Roma missionaries came expecting to find a land of 
heathens but found a disciplined and well-resourced Celtic community which “knew 
more than a dozen ways to calculate the date of Easter”. 
 
Above all else, Easter for me will forever be associated with my time in Israel  - I left 
these shores after celebrating Easter and arrived in time to celebrate it in Jerusalem – 
once again coinciding with the date of the Passover.  But forget the way the date is 
worked out, just celebrate your own Easter resurrection story this Easter. 

Take Care, Alan 

Cheadle Hulme United Reformed Church 
————————————————————–— 
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
In March, we are hoping to start a ‘Fellowship 
Club’, for ladies and gentlemen, on a 
Wednesday afternoon, following on from 
the ‘Soup and Sweet’.  This will take the 
form of table games and other activities as 
they are suggested by the folk that attend.  
Maybe the odd quiz.   
So... 
 FELLOWSHIP CLUB   

2nd Wednesday in the month 
Starting 2 pm.  Tea & biscuits of course! 

  
We think again of friends and families of our 
Church ‘fellowship’ who are sick or just 
confined to their homes for other reasons.  
The many people who are anxious or 
depressed, we pray for them and hope they 
find healing and peace - the winter months 
are long and dreary -  maybe the oncoming 
Spring will lighten their spirits.  We pray 
especially for Barbara & Tommy Danson and 
David Williams. 
 
We are greatly saddened to announce  the 
passing of Dorothy Makin, who died on 20 
January aged 85 years and our prayers and 
thoughts are with her husband, Harold, and 
sons, Michael and Philip. A third son, Kevin,  
died a few years ago.  Harold and Dorothy 
both lived in Cheadle Hulme and were 
married in 1957 by the Rev Eric Chambers.   
Dorothy was a member of the Women’s 
Circle in the late 1950’s.  Harold’s work took 
the family away to King’s Bromley and then 
to Llanelli, South Wales.  Dorothy was a 
brilliant dressmaker and seamstress, working 
at Finnegan's in Wilmslow and later 
independently after leaving the area when 
she then specialised in wedding attire.   
 
During February, Margaret Dexter-Brown, 
Robert Williams and Alison Pope, along with 
Alan, led our morning worship.  As always, 
we are grateful to the visitors for giving up 
their time to come to minister to us. 
 
Thanks once again go to Bill McMillan for 
supplying more humour for inclusion in the 
magazine. 
 
Rev Roy Martin and his wife Joy continue to 
remember Swann Lane with affection and 
send their prayers for all our continuing 
witness and fellowship. 

The Jumble Sale realised approx £640.  As 
usual, we were well supported by willing 
helpers who sort and sell an amazing amount 
of jumble.  Thank you to all these loyal 
friends. 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
13-19 MAY  -  Christian Aid Week 
 

               The News Team 
—————— 

 
Thank you to the donor for their 
recent contribution towards 
CHURC News.  
 

—————— 
 

LADIES CIRCLE 
Unfortunately, last month’s meeting had to be 
cancelled.  The meeting in March will be on 
Thu 8 MAR at Vivienne Wilson’s home at 8 
pm.  All are welcome. 
                   Bernice Platt 

+++++++++++++++++++        
 

WED 14 MAR 
 

SOUP, SWEET and MEET 
 

12.00 pm ~   2 pm    
                     

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 
As the Church is starting a new group 
“Fellowship Club” in March, we decided to 
have the last meeting of the Women’s 
Fellowship in February.  We met at Vera’s 
house on the 1st of the month and, after an 
opening prayer, Vera gave us an interesting 
quiz which Mavis Davies won.  We then had 
tea and biscuits and discussed the money we 
had in hand. It was decided to give the £90 to 
the Church. 
 
We are all sorry there will be no more 
meetings of the Women’s Fellowship, but 
hopefully we will all meet during the new Club 
time and many of us are members of the 
Ladies Circle. 

Vivienne Wilson 
 



 

 

18 MAR United Reformed Church -   The 
minister Alan Poolton as he leads several 
congregations in the area. For the fellowship as 
they host the Lent Lunch on Saturday 24 March 
and host the Prayer and Praise Churches 
Together meeting on Tuesday 20 March. 
 
25 MAR: Churches Together in Cheadle 
Hulme Oak Meadow Easter Celebration - A 
witness in Cheadle Hulme to the Christian 
message of hope and love through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. For all the 
services to be held during Holy Week will be 
well attended and for the ministers as they bring 
the Good News. 
 

SAT 31 MAR 
EASTER SERVICE  
on OAK MEADOW 

11 am 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

———————————————— 
WHEN FAITH MEETS POLITICS 
Discussing religion and politics may be a ‘no-no’ at 
supper parties, but it is the basis of an ‘exciting 
new podcast series’ ‘Faith in Politics’, which 
features guests discussing topics from current 
affairs that link in with faith.  The podcast has been 
launched by the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT),  
a joint venture of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain, the Methodist Church, the United 
Reformed Church and the Church of Scotland. 
The team works on issues of justice and inequality 
by influencing those in power and energising local 
congregations.The podcast will feature lively 
discussions from the world of politics from a faith 
viewpoint, interviews and a ‘musing slot’, inspired 
by Thought for the Day.   Each 30-minute podcast 
will be released on the last Thursday of every 
month and can be downloaded from http://
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/podcast.  
          Parish Pump website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
FRIDAY 2 MARCH 

“All God’s Creation is Very 
Good” 

Prepared by the Christian Women of 
Suriname 

All Saint’s, Church Road 
at 7.30 pm 

Women, men and young people… 
All are welcome 

 
———————–————————————— 

TRAIDCRAFT  
COFFEE MORNING 

SAT 3 MAR    10 am - 12 noon 
 

AFTERNOON TEA 
SUN 4 MAR  3 - 5 pm 

——————————–—————————— 
CHURCHES TOGETHER 
 

Lenten Lunches: 12 ~2 pm 
  10 MAR Methodist—with   
    Christian Aid speaker  
    from Ghana 
  17 MAR Grove Lane Baptist -  
      donations to Traidcraft 
  24 MAR URC Swann lane 

  
“Passover Meal“ evening at Cheadle Hulme 
Methodist church on Tuesday 27th March 
starting at 7.00pm to 9.30pm .There is a charge 
on the night for the evening of £5.00 per adult and 
children over 10 years (£2.50 ). Everyone is 
welcome to experience and understand the 
elements of the Passover Meal, presented by the 
organisation “ Jews for Jesus” . There will also be 
a sharing of a “ normal” meal hence the small 
cover charge. To book a place : tel 0161 485 1605 
(0ffice) or email: chmc145@hotmail.com with 
name and contact details. Closing date 18th 
March.  
 
Our prayers are asked on: 
4 MAR: Cheadle Hulme Methodist   -  The 
fellowship as they celebrate 50 years in the 
current church building and give thanks by 
focusing on prayer, the Bible and justice. Hosting 
the Lent Lunch on Saturday 10 March. 
 
11 MAR: Grove Lane Baptist - The fellowship as 
they host the Lent Lunch on Saturday 17 March 
which is in aid of Traidcraft and supported by 
Churches Together in Cheadle Hulme . 

    Breakfast Before on  11 MAR 2018 
  [& every 2nd Sunday]   

  Typical menu:  
Cereal, toast, fruit 

tea, coffee, fresh orange,  
 bacon bap, pancakes or croissant 

 
 

 
 
  
Sat  24 MAR 7pm 

https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-5F3D4-35NNWB-2Z60T1-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-5F3D4-35NNWB-2Z60T1-1/c.aspx
mailto:chmc145@hotmail.com


 

 

church improvement, working with local 
groups and has a franchise with a local pre-
school not for profit community provider 
Bramhall has recently re-appointed a 
community worker and the church is currently 
reviewing what they do, why and who for – 
with a view to making the church buildings 
more in keeping with the mission of the 
church. 
 
Wilbraham St Ninian’s are amongst the most 
open and nonjudgmental groups of people I 
have had the privilege to work with. There is a 
single eldership for both congregations who 
serve very different communities. The morning 
congregation is very focused around Chorlton 
and has close ties with community groups 
such as “Chorlton Good Neighbours” who 
have a membership of around 500 older 
people and a full time office in the church. The 
afternoon congregation draws people from the 
LGBT community from all over the North West 
and North Wales and provides an inspirational 
service for the Asylum seeker community. ( I 
attend monthly “First Wednesdays” session at 
the LGBT forum in Manchester) and they work 
with local suppliers for food bank and other 
provisions for that community. They are 
probably amongst the most needy and 
discriminated against group in society yet they 
maintain a degree of grace and dignity which I 
find humbling. 
 
The picture attached was taken this last 
Sunday when 57 of us met for worship.  
If you would like to know more about the 
“These walls must fall” campaign against the 
detention of Asylum seekers please visit:  
     http://detention.org.uk/signup/  
or, you can simply visit the church website at: 
     wilbrahamstninians.com 

Best wishes  
Rev Alan Poolton 

 

THESE WALLS MUST FALL 
 
During the autumn of 2016, Synod asked 
all churches to release 25~30% of their 
minister’s time to offer to a church without 
a minister. I, perhaps naively believed that 
this was what we were all going to do so, 
with the support of Area Pastoral 
Committee, I simply changed roles at 
Wilbraham St Ninian’s from Interim 
Moderator to Interim Minister. In practice, 
I took pastoral charge of and began to get 
more involved in the life of 2 
congregations. The morning congregation is 
very open and welcoming but small, and a 
growing afternoon group comprising of the 
former Metropolitan Church. I was no stranger 
to this group: along with Rev Don Firth I had led 
a service of welcome when we had taken 25~30 
folk into membership of the URC and I am 
privileged to count their former minister Rev 
Andy Braunston as a good friend. 
 
All this could only have happened with the 
active support of my 2 existing churches – 
Bramhall and Cheadle Hulme who have been 
generous and realistic in their acceptance of the 
way that churches will need to release and to 
share their ministers.  I could not have done any 
of this without their active support, and they 
have my thanks. 
 
This article isn’t about me, it is mainly about 
advertising the project  “These walls must fall” 
organized by Detention UK focuses on the 
plight of asylum seekers held in detention, often 
contrary to Home Office guidelines.  I have seen 
some of these folk at first hand, I have 
worshipped with them and some have become 
my friends. They do not deserve to be treated in 
the way that many are. Finally, I now have 3 
churches, 5 congregations and including the 
new members currently going through the 
process of learning about the URC, over 220 
active members. There are also around 40 
LGBT Asylum seekers. This allows me to speak 
from a position of having reduced my 
established workload in order to take on new 
responsibilities elsewhere, a theme much on the 
mind of many in this Synod – So: is it really 
possible to have fingers in so many pies and 
still offer pastoral ministry?. Well…… it depends 
on what you mean. On the down side, no I don’t 
do many of the things ministers used to do in 
the “old days”. On the upside, we are doing 
more than keeping all the bases covered... 
Cheadle Hulme has an active program of 



 

 

SPONTANEOUS PRAYER 
 
Churches differ from each other in a multitude of 
ways – whether their clergy dress up or dress 
down, whether they skip through five-minute 
sermon-ettes or endure hour-long blockbusters – 
but one of the biggest divides is whether they read 
out prayers from a book, or speak them from the 
heart. 
 
I’ve got a lot of time for the ‘make it up as you go 
along’ school of prayer, but it can lead to some 
challenging moments, where you have to decide 
whether to laugh or say amen. Such as the 
Nigerian evangelist who prayed a kind of 
contortionist’s prayer before he preached at a Bible 
rally: ‘Lord, I stand on the authority you have 
placed on my shoulders.’ Or the prayer meeting 
where someone got carried away on a cloud of 
praise and found themselves declaring: ‘O Lord, 
we lift up the hem of your garment and gaze upon 
your glory.’ That’s when you can see the value of 
written-down prayers which have been fact-
checked to make sure they don’t wander off into 
strange places. 
 
Spontaneous prayer almost always goes hand in 
hand with something else – murmurs of 
encouragement. If you’ve ever prayed aloud in a 
hot and enthusiastic prayer meeting, it’s a terrific 
feeling, something like surfing, as you and your 
prayer shoot along, borne up on an exhilarating 
current of ‘Amen’s, ‘Praise God’s, ‘Maranatha’s 
and ‘Yes Lord’s, finally breaking in a great crashing 
wave of ‘Amen’s as you finish off and sit back 
down. Among the hubbub of hosannas and 
hallelujahs, you almost never hear someone going: 
‘Hang on a bit, that can’t be right?’ – even when 
you’ve said something technically heretical, such 
as: ‘Jesus, thank you for sending your Son to save 
us.’ 
 
I’ve often sat in prayer meetings with my eyes 
closed trying to work out what they remind me of, 
and then one day it hit me. They sound like a herd 
of cows moving across a field, hoovering up the 
grass as they go. ‘Oh Lord, bless Jeff in his time of 
affliction,’ prays Daisy. ‘Mmmm,’ agrees Bella 
sympathetically. ‘MmmmmMMMM!’ moos Bob, a 
big man, his beefy arms raised in the air like a 
huge pair of bull horns. His interjection is like a 
cattle prod to the rear end, prompting a chorus of 
sympathetic moos from across the room. You can 
almost feel the soft turf under your feet and smell 
the fresh cowpats. 
‘Dear Jesus, would you just really be with Anna 
right now?’ implores Angus, and his prayer triggers 
an outbreak of supportive lowing, plus a few 
bellows of praise. It’s not so much: ‘Do I hear an 

amen?’ as ‘Can I get a moo?’ God is moooving. 
 
Despite the wonderfully positive feeling of the 
prayer meeting, there are sometimes irritations. 
At one Pentecostal meeting, a friend of mine 
couldn’t help noticing that as people prayed, a 
woman kept calling out ‘Bless Him!’ at random 
moments, as though she was in a different 
meeting altogether. When the prayer time 
ended, the visiting preacher got up to speak and 
said: ‘You must excuse me, but I’ve got a frog in 
my throat this morning.’ ‘Bless Him!’ came in, 
bang on cue. Maybe God’s sense of humour is 
more mischievous than we imagine. 
 
Far and away the most fascinating prayer time 
I’ve ever witnessed was the Sunday morning in 
1994 when the Toronto Blessing splashed down 
at Holy Trinity Brompton (HTB – the epicentre of 
Alpha). The Blessing had broken out at the 
Toronto Airport Vineyard Church a few weeks 
earlier, complete with outbreaks of ‘holy 
laughter’. In no time, people were giggling, 
chairs were flying, grown ups were falling on the 
floor and literally rolling in the aisles with side-
splitting laughter. 
 
But there was more. Toronto wasn’t just about 
roaring with laughter. It was also about roaring 
like a lion, barking like a dog or braying like a 
donkey. Where the prayer meetings that I knew 
sounded like a day on the farm, the Toronto 
Blessing was a trip to the zoo. Although the 
HTB clergy bravely tried to tame all the hilarity 
and animal impressions by saying what it could 
all possibly mean (one explanation offered was: 
‘I think the roaring is about Aslan’) the Blessing 
was eventually put back in its kennel. 
 
A prison visitor once emailed to tell me about a 
prayer that went wrong during a visit to a 
penitentiary in Stillwater, Minnesota. ‘My 
brothers and I had sung in the chapel, and I 
closed in prayer: “Lord, bless and keep these 
guys here.”’ Afterwards, a lifer came up to him 
and said: ‘Thanks, brother. I appreciate your 
prayer. But be careful how you pray it next time.’ 
 

Simon Jenkins 
Editor of shipoffools.com.  

 
His book, Jumble Sales of the Apocalypse  

(SPCK, 2017, £9.99)  
is available from urcshop.co.uk 

 
This article was published in the  
March 2018 edition of  Reform 
 
  

https://urcshop.co.uk/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=228&search=jumble+sales


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify Glyn 
Elsden and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.  On arrival, always check 
notice board for last minute changes. 
 

CHURCH REGISTERS  - NONE 
——————————————————————————————————— 

 
QUIPS 
 
1. The fattest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference and acquired his size from 
too much pi. 
 
2. She was only a whisky-maker, but he loved her still.  
 
3. A toy pistol was confiscated in an algebra class, because it was a weapon of math disruption.  
 
4. No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery.  
 
5. Two silk worms had a race. They ended in a tie.  
 
6. A hole was found in the nudist camp wall.  The police are looking into it... 
 
7. Time flies like an arrow.  Fruit flies like a banana.  
 
8. Atheism is a non-prophet organization.  
 
9. Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One hat said to the other: 'You stay here; I'll 
go on a head.’  
 
10. I wondered why the baseball was getting bigger... Then it hit me.  

Sent in by Bill McMillan 
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Morning                   
Worship 
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Service 

JOINT 
Morning                  
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Morning                   

Communion 
 

Time 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

Leaders Morag & Sandy 
Smith  

Margaret                      
Dexter-Brown In House Rev Alan  

Poolton   

 Reader V Wilson H Elsden various J Smeathers 

Elder Duty                    A Stevens G Elsden P Oliver B Stevens/ 
G Elsden 

Door Duty V Wilson H Elsden M Morton D Green 

Flowers S Altree I Grieve J Mirams R Pollitt 
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FAIRTRADE 
SERVICE 

 

BREAKFAST  
BEFORE 

 
MOTHERING 

SUNDAY 

 
JOINT 

PASSION 
SUNDAY 

 

PALM 
SUNDAY 

 

HOLY                        
COMMUNION 

 
BST BEGINS 

29 MAR 
Service of 

Light &  
Darkness 

 
8.00 pm 

Rev Alan  
Poolton   

various 

C Davies 

B Danson 
 

 

 
MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 

30 MAR 
 

Good Friday 
Worship 

 
10.00 am 

Robert  
Williams 

J Hodson 

H Frankish 

N Lawrence 
 

 

 
GOOD  

FRIDAY 

1 APR 
 

All Age  
Communion 

 

11.15 am 

Rev Alan  
Poolton   

B Platt 

S Smith /  
C Davies   

B Platt 
Easter 

D Green /  
B Platt 

 
EASTER 
SUNDAY 



 

 

CALENDAR 
 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......     
  
MARCH 
Thu 01 
Fri  02 10.00 am    Toddlers           7.30 pm   Women’s World Day of Prayer ~ All Saint’s  
        7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 03  10.00 am    COFFEE MORNING in aid of Traidcraft       
 Sun 04    3 ~5 pm    TRAIDCRAFT AFTERNOON TEA 
Mon 05       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing    
Tues 06     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 7.30 pm Lent Bible Study 3 ~ Bramhall 
Wed  07    
Thu 08        8.00 pm Ladies Circle ~ Vivienne Wilson’s home 
       
Fri  09 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 10 12.00 pm   CTCH Lent Lunch ~ Methodist 
  Sun 11 11.45 am   Management meeting 
Mon 12        7.30 pm Elders’ meeting ~ Church   
        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 13     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 7.30 pm Lent Bible Study 4 ~ Bramhall 
 
Wed 14 12 ~2 pm    Soup, Sweet and Meet  followed  by  ‘Fellowship Club’ till 3.30 pm    
Thu 15           
Fri  16 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
   Sat 17     12.00 pm    CTCH Lent Lunch ~ Grove Lane 
 
Mon 19       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 20     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  
        7.00 pm CTCH Prayer & Praise meeting ~ URC 
        7.30 pm Lent Bible Study 5 ~ Bramhall 
Wed 21 
Thu 22                
Fri  23 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 24     12.00 pm    CTCH Lent Lunch  ~ URC   7.00 pm  FILM NIGHT  
     
Mon 26       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing     
Tues 27       9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  
Wed 28 
Thu 29 
Fri 30 
 Sat  31 
   
Copy for APR 2018 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  18 MAR 2018 

 Edited & Published by Bernie & Alison Stevens, 77 Dean Lane, Hazel Grove, Stockport SK7 6EJ               
01625 877180;   swannlanesecretary@gmail.com  

 
 
 


