
 

 

Friends, 
God’s Special Gift 

 
For those of us about to spend Christmas with a 
new child or grandchild, we will know how very 
special the arrival of a baby is!  This Christmas 
we celebrate again God’s gift of Jesus: ‘Thanks 
be to God for His indescribable gift!’ (2 
Corinthians 9:15).  What can we say about this 
baby? 
 
He is God Himself:                                                                                                                                   
The unthinkable has happened:  God has 
become a human being! The eternal, creator 
God enters the world of time and space, both 
fully human and fully divine.  This divine baby 
can bring hope to our messy world, because He has fully become part of it.  He doesn’t 
stand apart, but demonstrates a commitment to be with us and on our side in the midst of sin 
and suffering.  
 
He is human like us:                                                                                                                                    
Jesus fully engaged with the jungle of human experience.  By His cross and resurrection, He 
can release us from the power of wrong, hurt and shame to secure for us a life of love, 
peace and forgiveness.  Remember, the crib and cross are made of the same wood! 
 
He is one with us:                                                                                                                                                  
In the coming of Jesus, God doesn’t draw us simply into a cosmic event, but into a 
relationship.  Just as you or I can hold and hug our children and grandchildren, so we have a 
God who wants to be intimately involved in our lives.  As Emmanuel, ‘God is with us’ (Matt 
1:23).  Therefore, the question is:  Are we with Him?  Are we ready to make space for Him at 
the centre of our Christmas Celebrations this year? 
 
‘At Christmas time, when we receive presents we don’t really need, God offers us a gift we 
cannot do without.’ (J John). 
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
As winter closes in we must be mindful of the 
people who will not be able to leave their 
homes for various reasons.  Some will be ill, 
others will be depressed or anxious.  Many  
will be very lonely—can you visit them? 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Barbara 
Danson and her family following the passing 
of her husband Tommy on 22 NOV. 
 
We had a joint service with the congregation 
from Bramhall on 25 Nov, which was led by 
Alan, our minister.  Margaret Dexter-Brown 
led a service and also Bernie, who also took 
up the baton with Glyn to replace Ed 
Strachan who was ill.  We are always grateful 
to those willing people who come to lead our 
worship each week. 
 
On Remembrance Sunday, after our 
morning service, an exhibition of World War 
One and Two memorabilia was displayed 
with much information about life during those 
wars on the battlefield and in our homeland.  
We thank all those who took part in any way. 
 
Jenny Hodson would not only like to thank 
those who supported her by going to see ‘Me 
and My Girl’ at the Plaza but asks us to 
remember her sister Pam in our prayers. 
 

The News Team 
  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Sat 8 DEC ~ CTCH Carols in the Park  
   ~ Oak Meadow   11 am 
Fri 1 MAR ~ Women’s World Day of Prayer 

————————————————— 
 

LADIES CIRCLE 
Last month our hostess was Joyce Sallaway 
and, as usual, she had arranged an 
interesting evening for the 10 of us. 
We started with a ‘Picture Quiz’ - none of us 
had done anything like this before.  We had 
to look at the sheet provided, which was 
covered with pictures of men, women and 
groups of people, all dressed in character, 
together with buildings, posters - everything 
that went into a film.  Each of the characters 
had a number and we were requested to 
‘Name that Film’. 
It was quite a puzzle but we all had a most 

enjoyable, although somewhat fraught attempt 
to answer every question. 
After this we were ready to attack the 
considerable feast which Joyce had prepared 
for us.  We always enjoy our time with Joyce.  
Thanks Joyce. 

Bernice Platt 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 
CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING 

SAT 1 DEC 
10 ~ 12 noon 

Christmas ‘Bring & Buy’ stall 
Traidcraft & Raffle 
Children welcome 
Proceeds towards  

our 4 church charities 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 
 
CHRISTMAS INTERNAL MAIL 
 
There will be a ‘post box’ 
in the church foyer for all 
those Christmas cards 
you want to send to 
friends at Swann Lane.  
These will be sorted 
WEEKLY, but please 
allow us time to distribute the cards.   
There will be a box at the side for small 
donations to take account of the postage 
saved!  These, along with those contributions 
for published Christmas  
Greetings in the magazine, will go to the 
charities.   

Thank you 
 

Sat  15 DEC 
 
 
 

 

7 pm  



 

 

hope to catch up with some of you at New 
Year when I come home for a rest!    

Love Alison X   
—————————————— 

 
CHURCHES TOGETHER  in CH 
 
w/c 2 Dec: 
 Churches 
Together in 
Cheadle Hulme ~ 
The Christmas 
Service in Oak 
Meadow on Sat 8 

Dec – many will  
come to join in the 
service and hear the message of 
Christmas- God with Us. All our churches 
holding Crib Services, Christingles, School 
Carol Services and many more –  for all  
who are preparing & taking part. 
  
w/c 9 Dec:      United Reformed Church     ~  
The fellowships in the newly formed 
ministry areas within the district.  For the 
elders and ministers working to consider 
new community projects. 
w/c 16 Dec: All Saints ~ The ministry to 
children and young people especially over 
the Christmas Period. For Readers Michael 
and Pat, sharing in the preaching and 
leading services. For              guidance as 
the pattern of worship is looked at and 
considered. 
 
w/c 23 Dec: Churches Together in 
Cheadle Hulme ~ St Ann’s Christmas Day 
Services- Joy to the World- Jesus the 
Saviour is Born! 
We pray for peace of the Church worldwide 
that our love for each other will be a     
witness to the Lord. Pray for forgiveness 
for the times we have failed and for 
courage to renew our desire to live out our 
faith. 
 
w/c  30 Dec: Cheadle Hulme Methodist 
The Fellowship as they come to the end of 
a busy Anniversary Year. Give thanks for 
all they have done together and for the 
outreach into the community. 

————————————— 
 

  

 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
 
Best wishes to all at Swann Lane. Have a very 
Happy Christmas and enjoy the New 
Year.     Mildred and Norman Burnell 
 
Jean Murkin would like to thank everyone for 
all their support  and wishes all her friends 
at Cheadle Hulme a very Happy Christmas and 
a peaceful New Year 
 
Compliments of the season to all members, 
friends and families at URC Cheadle Hulme.  
Thank you for any work you do on our behalf.  
Best wishes from Tom and family Clarkson  
 
Sandy & Morag would like to wish all at Swann 
Lane a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New 
Year and thank everyone for their continued 
support of Christian Aid and Traidcraft 
throughout the year. 
 
Ron and Vera Lees wish all their friends at 
Swann Lane a Happy Christmas and a peaceful 
New Year 
 
Alison Manley & Gerry 
wish everyone at 
Church a very merry 
Christmas and a good 
and healthy New Year 
 
Madge and Ann Hardie wish all their friends 
at Swann Lane a very Happy Christmas and 
best wishes for the New Year 
Christmas Greetings to all at Swann Lane.  
I hope everyone has a happy, friendly 
family filled time.  May 2019 be a kind and 
happy year for you all.  With love from Mo 
 
Bernie and Alison send every good wish for 
a Happy Christmas and New Year to 
everyone associated with Swann Lane 
 

Wishing all my friends at Cheadle Hulme a very happy 
Christmas.  Thank you for your continued support and 
prayers - all is going well here in Bromley - the 
churches are keeping me busy, and I am looking 
forward to spending my first Christmas with them. I 



 

 

 
You can support young people by donating to 
the #Christingle50 campaign, or by attending 
a local Christingle Service. For more 
information, visit www.christingle.org.   
 
There will be a retiring collection on 2 DEC 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS JOY 
 
Loving, generous Father, this Christmas, 
please help us to keep you at the centre of 
our preparations and celebrations. May our 
thankfulness for the gift of your precious son, 
Jesus, motivate all that we think and say and 
do. May the joy of His coming shine from us 
and attract those who don’t know what 
Christmas really means, so that they want to 
find out! 
In Jesus’ name and for His glory,  Amen. 

by Daphne Kitching 
———————————————— 

 
NOVEMBER’s CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++   
WED 12 DEC 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH   
(now fully booked!) 
12.15 for 12.30 pm 

followed by 
FELLOWSHIP CLUB 

WED 12 DEC 
2 ~ 3.30 pm 

Carols with the Choir in Church 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 

#CHRISTINGLE50 CAMPAIGN 
 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the 
Children’s Society bringing Christingle to 
this country with a service held in Lincoln 
Cathedral in 1968.  
 
To celebrate this landmark anniversary, the 
Children’s Society is running its #Christingle50 
campaign, which aims to support vulnerable 
young people through raising funds at 
Christingle events and a collaboration with The 
Royal Academy of Music. 
 
Some 200,000 10~17 yr olds in the UK are 
experiencing emotional neglect on a regular 
basis, and many are also struggling with other 
difficulties at home.  The charity found that... 
11% were experiencing emotional neglect also 
do not have their own bed;  
21% were experiencing emotional neglect 
had also been homeless in the last five years;   
20% were experiencing emotional neglect 
also lived in a household that had used a 
food bank in the last five years. 
 
Matthew Reed, Chief Executive of The 
Children’s Society explains: 'Too many young 
people will wake up on Christmas morning 
like any other - feeling alone and unable to 
cope.' 
 
The Children’s Society has created an 
original  song for  schoolchi ldren, 
congregations or community choirs to include 
in their Christingle services.  The song, ‘Light 
a Candle’, is available to download and listen 
to or learn for free from The Children’s 
Society website. 

    Breakfast Before  
on  9 DEC 

  [& every 2nd Sunday]   
  Typical menu:  

Cereal, toast, fruit 
tea, coffee, fresh orange,  

 bacon baps, pancakes or croissant 

http://www.christingle.org/


 

 

CHURCH CHARITIES REVIEW 
 
We are Christians, we give to the poor, we 
support the marginalised, we are Jesus’ 
people.  In 2003 we formalised our ‘giving’ by 
choosing to support 4 particular charities 
above a raft of many, and the task group 
agreed to review this regularly.  Over the 
years, general satisfaction has resulted in only 
one change - Francis House was added 
replacing one (I’ve) quietly forgotten. 
 
So the main 4 ( in the annual accounts)... 
 A Suk Jai orphanage  
 B Lifeshare  
 C Stockport Without Abuse  
 D Rainbow Trust (Francis Hse) 
 
The Review Group considered...  
We joined the Bible Presbyterian Church of 
Singapore to set up the orphanage in 2003.  
The Huang’s and the Stevens’ visited Mae 
Gone in Northern Thailand as a medical 
mission in 2005. It’s our international charity 
and has religiously kept us informed over the 
years.  It is also very well supported by a 
group of American churches. 
Lifeshare was chosen because it was 
unappealing then, but has moved from a soup 
kitchen ethos into counselling & referrals.  
Now supported by Comic Relief and Lloyds 
TSB.  They have not sent reports but do thank 
us every year when we give half our harvest 
proceeds. 
Also chosen for its ‘unpopular’ appeal and 
locality was Stockport Women’s Refuge for 
abuse sufferers and now called Stockport 
Without Abuse to include men.  They never 
told us of the name change so failed to cash 
our cheques.  They work with the statutory 
bodies now and are also tackling public 
awareness issues. 
Francis House is the children's hospice in 
Didsbury, a very popular local charity brought 
by sister church Ladybridge when they joined 
us.  They sent no reports but have a very 
colourful & professional website with 
information. 
 
We also looked at other contenders...  
The Wellspring, Stockport’s own popular 
charity for rough sleepers.   
Mary’s Meals for children at schools, started in 
E. Europe, now on 4 continents. 
Should Traidcraft be ‘promoted’ or remain a 
targeted charity? 

Over the years we have come to strongly support 
both Christian Aid (co-ordinated with Churches 
Together in  Cheadle Hulme) and Traidcraft 
(Fairtrade).  From time to time, we contribute to 
international disaster or other appeals, often  with 
retiring collections.  
 
In addition, many other good causes have come 
to light and been championed by individuals or 
targeted by small groups.   
The total charitable giving from this church 
stands proudly at well over 20% of annual ‘turnover’...   
 
LifeShare                                              1130 
Mae Gone                                              3229 
Stockport without abuse                2424 
Francis House                                     1130 
 
Christian Aid ~house  collection                  1400 
Christian Aid ~walk                   ? 
Christian Aid ~swim                   ? 
  
Traidcraft ~sales                                    375 
Traidcraft ~donations                   ? 
 
Mary's Meals                                      106 
Macmillan Nurses                                            210 
British Legion                                         68 
Leprosy                                                100 
DEC Indo tsunami                   ? 
Lifeshare cash ~harvest cash                             30 
Lifeshare cash ~xmas lunch                          85 
Chelwood cash ~harvest cash                           30 
Chelwood cash ~xmas lunch                      85 
Link shoeboxes cash                               73 
RNLI                                                            150 
British Epilepsy                             ?  
Shine Africa School Run                 ?  
Gambia Expedition                                       525 
TOTAL                                               at least 11 150 
                                                     
The Review Group decided to endorse the 
structure that has developed, vis a group of 
‘official’ church charities in consort with 
causes championed by individuals or groups.   
 
In future meetings we will look at the details and 
make recommendations to the church meeting.   

Bernie Stevens 
—————————————— 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Renovation of the orphanage  
 
After 14 years of service many things in the 
orphanage building have begun to break and 
deteriorate with time. Some of these include 
the roof, window screens, floor tiles and 
shower heads. The roof is the item that seems 
to be in worst shape since when it rains the 
water leaks into the orphanage. We plan to 
change the whole roof to a metal sheet roof 
with insulation underneath to help heat 
dissipation. In addition we also plan to add an 
extra layer of security to the orphanage 
building by installing vertical metal sheet 
doors to the entrance of the building on the 
first floor, this is because due to the way we 
designed the orphanage in the beginning we 
wanted to leave the 1st floor open to 
maximize as much airflow as possible but now 
after some years we feel that at night the 1st 
floor is too open and not very safe for the 
children. So we feel that installing vertical 
closing metal sheet doors will help retain the 
airflow during the day since it will be opened 
and it will be more secure at night since it can 
be closed.  
 
We plan to begin our renovation in Jan 2019 
and we hope to finish before the monsoon 
season which is in the middle of May.  
 

 
Ruth and I and house parents and some of older 
children at Ma she and A me saw’s graduation  
 
The budget for renovation that we have set is 
$17,188 in total. The break up of costs is as 
follows:  
Labor cost: $5,313  Cost of materials: $11,875  
If you feel lead of the Lord to give towards this 
needed project, please feel free to contact us, or our 
Forwarding Agents listed on the letterhead, about 
your desire to help. Thanks ahead of time for your 
prayers and support of this need project. 
 
 

SUKJAI  Orphanage  
 

  Abel preaching the Thanksgiving service one of the la 
hu church  
 
 
This year we have 27 children in total. 12 boys 
and 15 girls. We thank God that all the children 
are doing great and have been kept in good 
health by His grace. Starting from the 1st of 
October to the 23rd of October there is a 
school break in Thai schools. So on the 24th of 
October when school resumes it will be the 
second term of the school. During the October 
break the children were taught new worship 
songs for the purpose of singing for the 
Thanksgiving services. We thank God for the 
children and for their voices as their songs not 
only worshipped God but also encouraged 
those who attend the Thanksgiving services as 
well as help prepare their hearts for hearing 
the message.  
 
Ma Seh and A me saw have been with us at 
the orphanage since kindergarten. Last year 
after finishing high school both of them 
decided to study at a nursing aid school. We 
thank God that last month both Ma Seh and A 
me saw both graduated from the school after a 
3 month internship. Right now both of them 
are working, Ma Seh got a job as a personal 
caretaker for an elderly women and A me saw 
got a job at one of the hospitals in Chiang Mai 
city as a nurse’s assistant. We want to 
especially thank the sponsors of these two 
young ladies for your faithful support and we 
know that without your love and sponsorship 
these two girls would not have these 
opportunities. May God bless you and your 
families. 
 



 

 

SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify Glyn Elsden 
and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.  On arrival, always check notice board 
for last minute changes. 

CHURCH REGISTERS  - NONE 
 

——————————— 
 
POSTER IN  FRENCH CHURCH...  
 

         En visitant cette église à Noël, il est possible que vous entendiez l'appel de Dieu.     (translated...) 
“As you visit this church this Christmas, it is possible that you may hear the call of God.  
However, it is unlikely that He will call you on your mobile, so thank you for turning it off.  If 
you want to talk to God, please choose a quiet corner here, and talk to Him.  If you want to 
see Him later, send Him a text while driving.”                                                      
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 2 DEC 9 DEC 10 DEC 13 DEC 16 DEC 
 

Service 
 

Christingle  
Service 

 
Family  
Service 

Service of  
Christmas  

Remembrance 

 
Candlelight 

Service 

 
Lessons  

and Carols 
 

Time 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

7.30 pm 
 

8.00 pm 
 

10.30 am 

Leaders Margaret  
Dexter-Brown Rev Alan Poolton Rev Alan Poolton Ladies Circle In House 

 Reader V Lees L Frankish n/a various various 
Elder Duty                    A Stevens H Frankish C Davies G Elsden 
Door Duty M Morton N Lawrence A Manley V Elliott 
Flowers Scottish Dancing Christmas Christmas Christmas Christmas 

Coffee S & M Smith G Thompson /  
E Shackcloth 

  C Davies /  
M Smithers 

 
Notes 

 
ADVENT  
SUNDAY 

 

BREAKFAST   
 BEFORE 

 

 
BEREAVEMENT 

SERVICE 

 
CANDLELIGHT 

 
LESSONS  
& CAROLS 

 
S Smith  

 23 DEC 24 DEC 25 DEC 30 DEC 6 JAN 
 

Service 
 

Morning  
Communion 

 
JOINT SERVICE AT 

BRAMHALL 

 
Morning  
Worship 

 
Morning  
Worship 

 
Morning  
Worship 

 
Time 

 

10.30 am 
 

11.20 pm 
 

9.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 

Leaders 
Rev Alan Poolton Rev Alan Poolton Rev Alan Poolton Bernie Stevens Robert Williams 

 Reader B Platt  M Smith H Elsden tba 
Elder Duty                    A Stevens/P Oliver S Smith C Davies 
Door Duty B Platt H Elsden  D Green 
Flowers Christmas Christmas Christmas D Green 

Coffee H Elsden  
 M Morton 

 V Elliott  
M Hardie 

V Wilson  
 M Wightman 

 
Notes 

HOLY COMMUNION CHRISTMAS  
EVE 

CHRISTMAS  
DAY 

LOW SUNDAY 
 

1ST AFTER 
EPIPHANY 

 
H Frankish  



 

 

 
 

CALENDAR 
 
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better...       
 
        
DECEMBER 
           
 Sat 01 10.00 am   Coffee Morning and CHRISTMAS STALLS in aid of Church charities 
 Sun 02 
Mon 03       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 04     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church 7.30 pm Elders’ meeting ~ Church 
        7.30 pm  Joint Bible Study ~ Bramhall   
Wed 05    
Thu  06                                                                             
Fri 07 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 08 11.00 am    Carols in the Park ~ Oak Meadow    
  
 Mon 10       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing    
Tues 11     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  
Wed  12  12.15 for 12.30 pm ~ CHRISTMAS LUNCH (fully booked)  
   followed by Fellowship Club, Carols with the Choir ~ Church 
Thu 13          
Fri  14 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 15       7.00 pm  FILM NIGHT 
  Sun 16 
Mon 17        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 18    9.30 am     Gardening group ~ Church 7.30 pm  Joint Bible Study ~ Bramhall   
Wed 19    
Thu 20       
Fri  21       7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
            
Mon 24       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 25      
Wed 26 
Thu 27               
Fri  28       7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 
Mon 31        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
 
JANUARY 2019 
Tues 01   9.30 am     Gardening group ~ Church  
Wed 02 2.00—3.30 pm Fellowship Club - New Year’s buffet at Vivienne Wilson’s  
 
 Copy for JANUARY 2019 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  16 DEC 2018 

 Edited & Published by Alison [swannlanesecretary@gmail.com ]     
                       & Bernie  [swannlanebookings@gmail.com ] 

 
 


