
 

 

Friends, 
 

Love Despite Brexit? 
 
‘Should I stay or should I go?’ (The Clash).  Since the Referendum in June 2016, we have 
seen families, our nation and Parliament divided by different opinions over Europe.  But ‘at 
the heart of the Christian message is Jesus' command to love our neighbour.  This includes 
those with whom we agree and disagree: at home, in Europe and further afield.’ (CofE 
Bishops, December 2018).  
 
As we celebrate St Valentine’s Day this month, how can we conduct this debate in a loving 
way?  The Apostle Peter reminds us: ‘Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of 
believers, fear God, honour the emperor.’ (1 Peter 2v17). 
 
Respect everyone: However much we may disagree with another people’s perspective, we 
should respect them as people.  This applies even if they don’t respect our views! 
 
Love the church: Among the family of believers there should be an even greater respect for 
each other!  The way we treat each other not only reveals the depth of our love; it will also 
cause people to glorify God and want to be part of the family. 
 
Fear God: We must demonstrate our allegiance to God by putting Him first and following His 
leading.  Of course, this doesn’t stop Christians from having different opinions to each other.  
 
Honour those in authority:  We are called to honour those who are in authority over us ‘for 
the Lord’s sake’ (13).  Even when we disagree with their decisions and actions, we should 
keep our respect and not speak ill of them. 
 
Peter is calling us to live with the freedom to make up our own mind on Europe, while 
listening to what others say (16).  ‘A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none.  
A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.’ (Martin Luther). 
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
There are many snowdrops and a few early 
primroses in the gardens and the birds have 
been busy so perhaps there is promise of 
better things to come.  We hope that the sick 
or injured amongst us are able to get some 
benefit from these happier happenings.  We 
pray especially for those folk in our 
congregation who have been unable to join 
us for any reason.  We think of Marjorie, 
Alison, Joyce and Robert. 
 
We are constantly grateful to the worship 
leaders who lead our services from week to 
week.  During January we were pleased to 
hear Margaret Dexter-Brown and Robert 
Williams as well as Alan.  We also thank the 
many readers taking part in the service and 
not forget the coffee makers who replenish 
us after the service. 
 
As always, jumble and helpers are needed 
for the Jumble Sale on Sat 23 FEB at 1 pm.  
Please hold back jumble until Friday 22 or 
the morning of the 23rd. The Church will be 
open on Friday evening.  If you need jumble 
collecting, please give Mavis a call. 
 
At Cheadle Hulme Methodist Linda Rayner 
from Bramhall URC is the newly appointed 
Fresh Expressions Missioner.  Well done, 
but we’ll still let you lead us. 
 
The 1st  meeting of the Missional Partnership 
of 16 churches has taken place.  
 
Thank you to those who have given 
donations, including monetary,  towards 
Chelwood.  They are extremely grateful. 
 

The News Team 
  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Sun 3 Mar - Traidcraft Afternoon Tea 
 
 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 

COFFEE MORNING 
In aid of British Epilepsy 

Association 
On Saturday 2nd February 2019 

at 10.00-11.45am 
ALL  ARE WELCOME     

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
JUMBLE SALE 

SAT 23 FEB – 1 pm 
 Jumble and Helpers needed 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
SOUP, SWEET and MEET  

WED 13 FEB 
12 pm - 1.30 pm 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

FELLOWSHIP GROUP 
 

The New Year buffet at Vivienne’s was very 
well attended and we are all grateful to 
Vivienne and Stella for a very enjoyable 
occasion.  As usual, the games we played 
after lunch caused great hilarity! 
There will not be a meeting in February but 
we will next meet on 6 MAR at Church at 2 
pm, when anybody will be very welcome. 

Carole Davies 
——————————- 

  

LADIES CIRCLE 
Our February meeting will be held at Muriel 
Spilsbury’s home on Thursday 14 FEB at 8 
pm.  Look forward to seeing you all then. 

                                     Bernice Platt 
———————————- 

  
MEMBERSHIP CLASSES  
 

Membership classes will be held at Heald 
Green URC, starting with refreshments at 
7.00pm.  They will be led by Rev Marion 
Tugwood on 13, 20, 27 March and 3 April.  
 
 

=========================== 
 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
from Slovenia 

 
“Come, Everything is Ready” 

at St Ann’s RC 
FRIDAY 1 MARCH 

@ 2 pm 
 

Women, men and young people… 
All are welcome 

 
=========================== 



 

 

members in seeking and finding ways to 
reach out to those who don’t go to church. 
 
w/c Sun 17 FEB      Emmanuel Church.  
For the new-ish minister Rev. Anthony 
Barnshaw and the fellowship at 
Emmanuel. The Men’s Breakfast 20th 
February- a time of fellowship and 
outreach. 
 
w/c Sun 24 FEB     St Andrew’s.          T h e 
minister Rev Christopher Hobbs and the 
fellowship as they host the Capernwray 
Students and all the activities in colleges 
and schools that they will make an impact. 
For the many opportunities during the 
week to invite others to come along and 
find out about the Christian faith. 
 

 ———- 
 OPEN MEETING 

at 
Cheadle Hulme Methodist Church 

Thursday 7 FEB at 7 pm 
Climate Change affects us all! 

What can we do? 
Sarah Rowe 

Christian Aid Campaigns Officer 
_______ 

 
Lenten Lunches 2019 

12 noon – 2 pm 
9 MAR     St. Ann’s Church 

 16 MAR   Methodist Church 
 23 MAR Grove Lane Baptist Church 

 30 MAR     All Saints Church 
 6 APR  Friends Meeting House 

 13 APR United Reformed Church 
 

============================= 
 

East Cheshire Musical  
Theatre Company 

Presents 
 

JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR 
 

AT THE FORUM THEATRE 
ROMILEY 

 
TUES ~ SAT  

9 ~ 13 APR 2019 
 

Box Office:   07817512567 
============================= 

 

 
LIFE IN THE GARDEN 
 

Already there are many signs that spring must 
be approaching.  In the areas around the 
Church and car park, there are snowdrops in 
flower, pink Kaffir lilies still blooming, 
primroses showing shy buds and winter 
flowering jasmine continues to flower since it 
started in late October.  There are possibly 
many more in private gardens to delight their 
gardeners.  Before the recent cold spell,  we 
had been lucky with our weather.  It had been 
quite mild and, of course, that encouraged the  
early plants to grow.  However, the present 
cold weather will slow things down but it will 
not make plants go into reverse, just stop 
them in their tracks.  Snow provides an 
insulating blanket but wind can cause more 
damage. Any mild weather is an opportunity to 
start getting the gardens clear of weeds.  An 
excellent way of welcoming the Spring. 

M Morton 
————————————- 

 

TRAIDCRAFT COFFEE MORNING 
SATURDAY 2 MARCH 

10 am - 12 noon 
 

AFTERNOON TEA 
SUNDAY 3 MARCH 

3 - 5 pm 
————————————- 

CHURCHES TOGETHER  
 
w/c  
Sun 3 FEB — Grove Lane 
Baptist.  The Day Care Centre, 
Toddler Groups, and Youth 
Work.  For all those who attend 
these activities and for all the 
volunteer helpers at these 
weekly sessions. The special 
evening on 8th February in 
support of Tankuy School Peru. 
 
w/c 7 FEB   — Christian Aid  The workshop “ 
Help Think What I Can Do” meeting at CH 
Methodist.  At Dean Row on 8 FEB 
Information evening and planning for CA 
collections 2019 – focus on Sierra Leone . 
 
w/c Sun 10 FEB — Cheadle Hulme Methodist 
Linda Rayner the newly appointed Fresh 
Expressions Missioner. Ask God to guide 
her and sustain her as she leads church 



 

 

 
GREAT DAFFODIL APPEAL  
 
Next month you will see a lot of daffodils 
about - Marie Curie daffodils.  It’s the charity’s 
annual Great Daffodil Appeal, 
which runs in March each year.  
 
The appeal is urgently needed, for 
as the charity explains, one in four 
people currently don’t receive the 
care and support that they need at 
the end of their life.  And with the 
population getting older; demand 
on the charity’s services is set to 
increase.  
 
Marie Curie has long cared for people with 
terminal cancer, but nowadays the charity 
also cares for people with any terminal illness. 
That includes dementia, heart or lung disease, 
and neurological conditions like motor 
neurone disease.  
 
Marie Curie has a range of services to help. 
These include Nurses that give one-to-one 
expert care to people at home, nine hospices 
offering inpatient and outpatient care, spiritual 
and bereavement support, and, a free 
telephone support line. The charity also funds 
research and campaigns.   
 
Could you help?  Marie Curie is currently 
looking for volunteers to give 2 hours of 
their time in March, to help hand out the 
daffodil pins in return for donations.  If 
you’ve got 2 hours to spare next month, 
then joining the Great Daffodil Appeal is a 
good way to support people in real need.  
 
More  de tai l s  about  volunteer ing 
at:www.mariecurie.org.uk/collect or call free 
on 0800 304 7025. If you would like help from 
Marie Curie, talk to your GP, district nurse or 
call the charity’s free telephone Support Line 
on 0800 090 2309. 

Parish Pump website 
 

DEAR FRIENDS 
 
Thank you so much for your donation of £200 to 
Mary’s Meals, which will be used to provide life-
changing meals for children in their place of 
education.  Supporting our school feeding 
programmes is a great way of helping hungry 
children to learn and giving them the best 
chance of a future free from poverty.  The daily 
meals we provide are enabling thousands of 
children to attend school and work towards their 
dreams.  Children such as 14 year old Chimza 
Harry, who attends Mwalamba Primary School in 
Malawi. 
 
Chimza, whose full name Chimwemwe means 
joy, lives at home with his mother Lucia and 3 
siblings.  The family ran out of food stores soon 
after last year’s harvest, having only managed to 
grow one bag of maize.  He said: “I feel weak in 
the mornings when I walk to school.  I feel 
lethargic, but I am excited to go to school 
because I will eat there, and learn.” 
 
Chimza is top of his class, and has been 
every year since he started school. 
 
However, as the eldest male living in the 
household, he feels duty-bound to help support 
the family and is adamant that he would not be 
at school if it weren’t for the phala (porridge).  
“When I eat the phala I get the strength to eat, 
study, walk home and work.  If there was no 
phala, I would have left school, because I know 
when I am hungry I cannot listen properly, I 
cannot learn.  I would like to finish my education 
and become a doctor.  I would like to help my 
people -  the people around my village -  to see a 
doctor in hospital faster.” 
 
Chimza’s academic achievements show he is 
right to be ambitious.  Thanks to your generosity, 
he and thousands more children have the 
chance to realise their dreams.  On behalf of the 
1,361,586 children who currently receive Mary’s 
Meals, I thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
 

Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow 
Chief Executive 
MARY’S MEALS 

——————————————————— 
 

You will not find anybody who can give you a 
clear and compelling reason why we observe 
daylight saving time. 

————— 

    Breakfast Before  
on  10 FEB 

  [& every 2nd Sunday]   
  Typical menu:  

Cereal, toast, fruit 
tea, coffee, fresh orange,  

 bacon baps, pancakes or croissant 

http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/collect


 

 

WHAT MAKES A GOOD HYMN? 
   
‘Clear, comprehensible and convincing’ 
There have been many old hymns, fine for 
their time, which I would not want to sing 
today. That is certainly not true of all old 
hymns – I can sing, among others, those by 
Isaac Watts quite happily. On the other hand, 
there are many more recent hymns/songs 
which are called ‘modern’ – from recent 
decades, with modern music – but in fact the 
language they use is, I think, very old 
fashioned, and I have difficulty singing them. A 
good hymn for us to sing now, then, should not 
be in Authorised Version language, but ought 
to bear very close relation to the language we 
speak from day to day; and it should be clear, 
comprehensible and convincing. 
 
A good hymn, in modern language, should 
also be good poetry. The word order should be 
as natural as possible, as it would be in normal 
conversation, not twisting words around for the 
sake of rhyme: 
This hymn you see is very nice 
and in word order quite precise. 
 
A good hymn should be theologically sound. 
We might have different views as to what is 
theologically sound, but at least, the writer of a 
good hymn should be aware of her/his own 
theological understanding, and try to make 
sure that she/he is true to it. 
 
I also feel that a hymn is at its best when all 
the singers have the whole text in their hand, 
so that it can be seen how each verse leads in 
to the next, and the connection between the 
verses can be ascertained as the singing 
continues. In other words, somewhat 
controversially, I confess, I think a hymn is not 
sung to its fullest potential, when it is projected 
verse by verse onto a screen. … 

 
Alan Gaunt, hymnwriter  
from REFORM Feb ‘19  

—————————————————- 
  
Remember that amateurs built the Ark and 
skilled people built the Titanic. 

————— 
 

WISE WORDS ON WORSHIP 
 
‘Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy 
him forever’ (Westminster Confession).  We are 
created to worship, but who or what will we 
worship?  Psalm 95 invites us to worship God 
and to engage with His presence and power. 
 
Rejoicing in God (1-5): ‘Come, let us sing for joy 
to the Lord.’ (v1). In worship we are called to 
praise God through ‘singing, shouting and 
extolling’, because He is our king (3), creator (4) 
and rock (1). He truly has the whole world in His 
hands, including you and me! Whatever our 
circumstances, worship enables us to 
acknowledge his sovereignty over our lives. 
 
Reverence before God (6,7): ‘Come, let us bow 
down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our 
Maker.’ (v6). Worship brings us into the place of 
submission before God. The NT word for worship 
means ‘to prostrate’ ourselves before Him. It 
challenges the counterfeit ‘gods’ in our lives eg. 
power, money, sex, work etc., as well as calling 
us to trust Him in whatever we are facing, as He 
is a loving shepherd who cares for us. 
 
Responding to God (8-11): ‘Today, if only you 
would hear His voice, do not harden your hearts 
as you did…in the wilderness,’ (v8,9). Our 
worship enables us to listen and hear God’s 
voice. He has a fresh word to speak into our lives 
on a daily basis. Unlike the people of Israel in the 
wideness, we are warned not to harden our 
hearts, but to embrace God’s new life. The test of 
genuine worship is not whether it feels good or 
fits our taste, but does is lead to greater 
obedience in our lives. 
 
Johann Sebastian Bach headed all his 
compositions with S.D.G. ie ‘Soli Dei Gratia’, 
which means ‘To God alone be the glory’.  
 

Rev Paul Hardingham  
Parish Pump website 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sat  23 FEB 
 
 
 

 7 pm  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify Glyn Elsden 
and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.  On arrival, always check notice board 
for last minute changes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH REGISTERS  - NONE 
 

——————————— 
WHAT 
 

 ..do these words have in common?                                                             (answers below) 
 

banana, dresser, grammar,  
potato, revive, assess                   

 
THE MISSIONAL PARTNERSHIP 
 
I went to the 1st meeting of the steering group for S MANCHESTER & CHESHIRE BORDERS 
Partnership, which looked initially at the role of the forum and then at timetables to go forward.  It was 
said we couldn’t declare a vacancy for a minister until the partnership is commissioned, but that 
commissioning could not happen until the profiles of all churches are completed, and collated.  It also 
seems that we are more enthusiastic than anticipated; we planned our next meeting in only 1 month.  

Four ministers will be assigned to the sixteen churches sharing mission, which are…Macclesfield, 
Wilmslow, Bramhall, Cheadle Hulme, Heald Green, Gatley, Sale, Altrincham, Heaton Moor, Ashton on 
Mersey, Reddish, Didsbury, Christ Church, The Dandelion Community (Wythenshawe), Edgeley LEP, 
Trinity (Cheadle) LEP.   

LEP=Local Ecumenical Partnership (usually with the Methodist Church).                                            
Bernie Stevens 

 
 

 
 

 3 FEB 10 FEB 17 FEB 24 FEB 
 

Service 
 

Morning  
Worship 

 
Family Service 

 

JOINT 
Morning  
Worship 

 
Morning  

Communion 
 

Time 
 

10.30 am 
 

10.30 am 
9.30 and  
10.30 am 

10.30 am 

Leaders Margaret  
Dexter-Brown Rev Alan Poolton Rev Alan Poolton Rev Alan Poolton 

 Reader B Platt M Smith A Stevens H Elsden 
Elder Duty                    A Stevens S Smith N/A B Stevens/ 

C Davies 

Door Duty B Platt B Danson N/A H Elsden 
Flowers T Clarkson E Shackcloth Bramhall D Williams 

Coffee D Green /  
G Thompson 

S & M Smith C Davies / 
M Hardie 

H Elsden /  
M Morton 

 
Notes 

 
 

 
BREAKFAST  

BEFORE 
 

JOINT  
SERVICES  

AT  
BRAMHALL 

 
HOLY  

COMMUNION 
 

Move the first letter to the end of the 
word and the word reads in reverse. 



 

 

 
CALENDAR  (programme of services inside) 
 
.....to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better...       
        
FEBRUARY               
Fri  01 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 02 10.00 am-12 noon COFFEE MORNING in aid of Epilepsy charity 
 
Mon 04       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing  
Tues 05    9.30 am     Gardening group ~ Church 7.30 pm Joint Bible Study ~ Bramhall URC  
Wed 06        
Thu  07                                                                             
Fri 08 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 
Mon 11       7.30 pm Elders’ Meeting ~ Church 
        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing    
Tues 12     9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church   
Wed  13    12.00-1.30 pm     SOUP, SWEET and MEET 
Thu 14        8.00 pm Ladies Circle ~ Muriel Spilsbury’s home  
     
Fri  15 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
   
Mon 18        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 19    9.30 am     Gardening group ~ Church 7.30 pm Joint Bible Study ~ Bramhall URC  
Wed 20        
Thu 21       
Fri  22 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 23    1.00 pm JUMBLE SALE  7.00 pm  FILM NIGHT 
      
Mon 25       8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 26      9.30 am     Gardening group ~ Church 
Wed 27 
Thu 28       7.30 pm Worship Group meeting ~ Manse 
MARCH               
Fri  01 10.00 am    Toddlers   2.00 pm Women’s World Day of Prayer ~  St Ann’s 
        7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 02 10.00 am Coffee Morning in aid of Traidcraft Exchange       
 
 
 
 
 Copy for MARCH 2019 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  17 FEB 2019 
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