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 Farewell 
 
Karen and I couldn’t leave the pastorate without saying a final farewell to you all.  It has been a 
significant 11 years in all of our lives.  Especially so in our lives as a family (when we came 
Emily had just finished her MA at St Andrews University, James just about to start his BA in 
Newcastle), now we are grandparents.  Our second grandchild Tabitha, was born less than a 
week ago ( as I write this) and one of the compelling factors in my decision to retire from full time 
church ministry has been the difficulties in playing an active role in their lives – they are available 
at weekends, I am not. 
 
It has also been a significant period in the life of the church nationally and locally.  The 
experience here at Bramhall and Cheadle Hulme has precisely mirrored the experience of the 
national United Reformed Church and similar churches (Baptist, Methodist, most Anglican 
churches etc).  I would only say as to your future that the picture is now clear, those churches 
who see their future based on their past are not doing well, those that are offering worship based 
around people’s lives – where they are now, not where society was 50 years ago, are making 
progress.  Enough of that. 
 
I am not by outlook someone who wants to look back.  I never have been.  I still see the world as 
a grand and brilliant (and for us largely unexplored) place offering opportunity at every step.  
Likewise I don’t see society as a Godless place where no – one has room or time for God.  
Without question, my experience has been that many folk own a deep spirituality, but as 
Moderator Richard Church said at my induction here in 2008, people have fallen out of love with 
the church, not with God.  It is, as it always has been for those churches rooted in 
Congregationalism, the job of the church to show how God can be part of our everyday lives. 
 
Karen and I will for most folk be leaving your lives.  Karen wishes to continue working in 
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Manchester for a period whereas I shall; 
be a granddad, help my best friend Jim run 
a cycling charity, walk and cycle from our 
home in the Galloway and… continue 
discussion with the URC about another 
possible part time role, but it will not be here. 
 
So change is inevitable for us all, it is not an 
enemy, it is not something to be feared.  It is 
neither good nor bad, but it is inevitable. 
 
We wish to say a huge thank you to everyone 
for supporting us and forgiving us for our 
lapses.  
We wish you all the best for the future. 
 

                            Take Care, Alan and Karen 
 

=============== 
 
NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
There are some pastoral concerns amongst 
our friends and families at the moment.  We 
pray especially for those who are presently, or 
due to be, in hospital.  We also think of others 
who are physically or mentally unwell and find 
life very difficult. 
 
We have been very pleased to welcome 
‘friends from afar’ to lead our worship during 
May.  Hilary Jackson and Rev Peter Sharp 
were with us and we were very happy to see 
them.  Alan and Margaret also filled our pulpit. 
 
We are sharing worship twice in June with our 
friends from Bramhall.  We start the month at 
Bramhall but, on 23 June, they will be joining 
us at Swann Lane when Alan will take our 
150th Anniversary and Gift Day service, his 
last before retiring.  The service will be 
followed by a buffet lunch (signed up yet?). 
 
We are all enjoying the new amenity, our 
newly refurbished Coffee Lounge.  What a 
lovely bright and comfortable space this is! 
 
We wish Carole Davies all the best with her 
impending move to her new address in Gatley 
Green.     

The News Team 
—————— 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Fri 5 JUL - SUMMER OPEN DAY - Hylton Dr 
Sun 21JUL - COMMISSIONING SERVICE for 
the Missional Partnership, at Bramhall URC 
2.30 pm 

FELLOWSHIP GROUP 
 
The Fellowship meeting in May was a trip on 
the Judith Mary arranged by Alison for 29 
Church members and friends.  We slowly sailed 
along the canal from Whaley Bridge and had 
hot pot and apple pie which was agreed by 
everyone to be delicious.  It was a lovely 
afternoon out. 
 
Our next meeting on Wednesday 5 JUN will be 
board games and refreshments in Church and 
also Alan will be visiting us to answer any 
questions we may have about arranging a 
funeral. It would be a good idea to make a note 
of anything you want explaining beforehand.  
See you at 2pm.   

 Carole Davies 
——————————— 

 LADIES CIRCLE 
Our next meeting will be at 8 pm on Thu 13 
JUN when Vera Lees has invited us to her 
home.  We look forward to see everyone then. 

                                     
Bernice Platt 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 

SOUP, SWEET n MEET  
WED 12 JUN 

12 pm - 1.30 pm 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++   
 
 
 
Thank you to the donors for their 
recent contributions towards CHURC 
News  
 

 
 

 

    Breakfast Before  
on  9 JUN 

  [& every 2nd Sunday]   
  Typical menu:  

Cereal, toast, fruit 
tea, coffee, fresh orange,  

 bacon baps, pancakes or croissant 



 

 

                                 

 
 

SUMMER OPEN DAY 
 Friday 5 JUL 2019 

 at 18 Hylton Drive,  
Cheadle Hulme 

 from 12.30 pm – 7 pm 
Admission – £1 - includes 1 free drink 

(accompanied children free) 

Lunches, Teas & Suppers  
Bring & Buy, Cakes, Plants 

All proceeds to our 5 charities  
———————————— 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
 
We are asked to pray for... 
w/c Sun 2 June            St Andrew’s Church 
The minister  Rev Christopher Hobbs and the 
fellowship as they welcome Bishop Peter to 
mark the 60th Anniversary of the church. For 
house groups as they study the Prayer 
Course – The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
w/c Sun 9 June         Churches Together in 
Cheadle Hulme Pentecost- Come Holy Spirit. 
Thy Kingdom Come – Beacon Event in 
Trafalgar Square And churches around the 
country on Sunday 9th June. 
 
w/c Sun 16 June United Reformed Church 
The minister Rev Alan Poolton and fellowship 
as they begin the week of 150th Anniversary 
Celebrations 17th June ~ 23rd June 
 
w/c Sun 23 June Society of Friends  
For the fellowship as they witness in the 
community in many practical ways . 
 
w/c Sun 30 June  Grove Lane Baptist Church 
The Minister Rev Ruth Gouldborne and the 
fellowship as they witness in the community 
and host 5th Sunday Evening Service at 
6.30pm today. 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
This comes to you with our Congratulations and 
Warmest Greetings as you are celebrating your  
150th Church Anniversary.   
Our special thoughts and prayers will be with 
you all as you share together in the celebrations. 
Joy and I have very warm memories  of  the 
celebration of the  90th Anniversary  in June 
1959, while I was Minister. 
  

We also send our prayers and best wishes  to 
Alan on his retirement. 

 Loving Greetings to you all.  Rev Roy Martin 
 
 
Greetings and Best Wishes to all at CHURC.  
                              Mildred & Norman Burnell 
 
It was a pleasant surprise to receive your 
email: my brief time with you on student 
placement was quite a long time ago, and I 
appreciate being included on your mailing list. 
Thank you. 
 
I am, however, committed that Sunday and so 
please accept my apologies.  But I hope you 
will pass on my best wishes to you all on the 
occasion of your Anniversary. 

Regards, Rev Marcus Hargis  
 
Happy 150th Birthday!   Greetings and 
best wishes to you all.  With love from                                                       
       Christine & Tom Harker 
 

I wish you every blessing with all the 
preparations for your anniversary and hope that 
the weekend will prove to be truly memorable 
and renewing for all involved. 

God Bless and take care,  Rev Chris Ford 
———————————— 

 
 
 
LINK TO HOPE SHOEBOXES 2019 
 
During JUNE we would be grateful for Sweet/
Chocolates (best before June 2020 EU origin). 
Thank you,  

          Bernie Stevens 
 
 



 

 

haggis when I found him avidly scraping up the 
last crumbs from the serving dishes.  Curiously, 
in view of the many party pieces of later events, 
on that first occasion, the programme was all 
dances except for a possible youth group 
contribution or a demonstration dance.  The old 
programme does not record what took place 
(yes, I still have them all).    
 
By the following year, we were well organised 
with a full haggis supper and a dance with 
some party pieces all from members.  A 
newspaper report declared that MCs were 
Sandy Mailer and Charles Wilson.  The dancing 
started with one called the Cheadle Mixer – I 
have no memory of that one!  The newspaper 
report also mentioned being entertained by a 
group of dancing children but failed to mention 
their teacher Jean Maclachlan (this was my 
fault).  The named children included Stella 
Wilson and Catherine and Morag Mailer all of 
whom entertained further functions several 
times.  
 
The hall had no roof in 1977 so no Burns night 
that year but, by 1978, we were set up in the 
hall for all later events where we had 
ceremonial haggis entrance carried by ‘chef’ 
Charles Wilson, an address to the haggis to stir 
Scots blood but incomprehensible gibberish to 
the English persons present.  After supper a 
home grown or invited speaker gave the 
Immortal Memory.  The floor was then cleared 
for the ceilidh while the ladies washed up – all 
that after food preparation, laying and serving 
tables etc. and they still had time and energy for 
dancing!  The ceilidh part started with a Grand 
March for everyone to join in with Charles 
Wilson as director of traffic.  There was dancing 
for all, demonstration dances and party pieces, 
some home grown but also by visiting 
performers.  Ian Bisset was crucial in organising 
speakers and visiting performers based on his 
wide associations with the Manchester Scottish 
Singers and other choirs.  Attempts to get a 
solo performance from Ian were met with an 
assertion that he was a choir member not a 
soloist, but see later...   
 
Between 1975 and 1993 we held 18 Burns 
Night Suppers and Ceilidhs as well as 2 to 3 
ordinary ceilidhs each year and, of course the 
weekly Monday night classes.  I was intrigued 
to see an account of one of the past Burns 
Nights in a recent CHURC newsletter, written 
by Sandy Mailer 32 years ago.  On checking his 
records, I agreed that this occasion in 1986 was 

MISSIONAL PARTNERSHIP 
 
Thursday 13, 20 and 27 JUN - Introductory 
course ‘Jesus Shaped People’ at Cheadle Hulme 
URC 6~9 pm, supper provided.  Perfect for 
anyone wishing to explore a personal response 
to Jesus in a small group. 

 
Sunday 21 JUL  - Manchester & Cheshire 
Borders Commissioning Service at 
Bramhall URC at 2.30pm. 
 
~August -  Partnership BBQ at Gatley URC 
 
Saturday 21 SEP -  Worship Workshop 2~4 pm.  
Venue to be confirmed. 
 
Saturday 26 OCT  PARTNERSHIP DAY at 
Christ Church, Parrswood Road. 
10.00~12.00  Mission and Partnerships 
12.00~2.00 Lunch and discussion on what next 
for the Partnerships 
2.00~3.00  Partnerships and Pastoral care 
Workshop - An opportunity for Church members 
and Elders to meet, share and discuss 
everything about Missional Partnerships. 
 
Saturday 9 NOV - Partnership Retreat, an 
opportunity for reflection and nourishment for 
Elders and members. 

 Rev Dave Fraser 
Mission Mentor 

———————————–—————— 
 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE MEMORIES  
 
In 1974, at about the same time as I became 
treasurer, I started attending a local Scottish 
Country Dance class along with Jean and Fred 
Abel.  Other people attended dances elsewhere 
and the idea of having our own sessions 
developed.  As I had some instruction books and 
dance records, I somehow became ‘teacher’ but 
with none of the formal qualifications demanded 
by the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society.   
 
An introductory social was held on 21st 
September 1974 with the ‘classes’ starting on 
30th September.  By the following January, there 
were thoughts of a Burns night and a ceilidh took 
place in celebration on Saturday 25th January 
(the actual Burns day).  The charge was 25p 
(still thought of as five shillings then) with 
proceeds for the building fund with the Main Hall 
dry rot problem in mind.  I remember one young 
teen who had developed a keen appetite for 



 

 

one of the best Burns Nights – for starters, 
everything happened at the planned time!   
 
One Monday night, early on, I was in no 
condition to do anything and Charles took over 
running the class; from then on, he was deputy 
leader and shared the leadership at most 
classes.  
    
There were many spin offs of groups of dancers 
attending other local dances or providing dance 
demonstrations.  These occasions often 
generated new members or return visits by 
other groups.  In 1989 and 1991, a group 
attended Burns Nights organised by a recently 
ordained Sandy Mailer (sorry Rev Mailer) at his 
new church in Accrington.  In 1986, the club 
gave some demonstration dances at the 
wedding of Heather and David Frankish and 
Stella Wilson contributed some Highland 
dancing.  Stella and Catherine and Morag Mailer 
often contributed to the entertainment at ceilidhs 
and Burns nights and, later on, Alison McMillan 
and her friend Suzi-Jean Baron did the same. 
   
Demonstration dances with suggestive names 
led to dressing the part – for example Hebridean 
Weaving Lilt, The Ploughboy (cheating – this is 
an English dance), The Three Sheepskins and 
Bees of Maggieknockater.  Having mentioned 
this last, I wondered ‘where is it?’.  Modern 
technology using Google Earth and Wikipedia 
revealed a lot!  (look up 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maggieknockater)  
 
Ian and I got involved in another spin-off after  I 
acquired a set of slides of cartoon illustrations of 
Burns’ famous poem Tam o’ Shanter; the slides 
were shown while  Ian and I recited the poem, 
turn-about.  Having performed at our own Burns 
nights more than once, we were invited to other 
people’s Burns nights to do the same.  This 
could vary from a meal for us and wives or just 
the two of us as an act awaiting the end of their 
supper.  As the slides were getting old and 
fragile, I had copied them to become a 
PowerPoint slide show; mentioned in case 
anyone would like a copy, along with the words 
of course.  
 
When Ian died in 1992, the 1993 Burns night 
became the last as no-one else had the 
contacts to arrange party pieces; maybe also we 
were all getting older.  In addition, Ian, with Fred 
Pollard on a keyboard, had become a major part 
of the entertainment with communal singing.   

After the Burns Nights at the church ceased, I 
took the idea to Stockport Hard of Hearing Club 
and successful events took place there until Jean 
and I retired to Wales in 1997.   
  
Two other special events need mention; the class 
had an 18th birthday party in 1992 and a 21st 
party in 1995 where five founder members 
attended.  The ladies were representative of the 
numerous cooks, table setters, meal servers and 
clearer uppers on the Burns nights all as well as 
dancing the night away afterwards.   
 
Alison Manley took over the class instruction and 
has now run it successfully for the last 19 years.  
After knowing each other for several years, 
Alison and I discovered that we had been 
members of the same Scottish club in the London 
area, but at separate times – a small world.  So, 
while it is the church’s 150th anniversary this 
year, it will be the Scottish Dance Club’s golden 
jubilee in 2024; get planning!  

Bill McMillan   
 

———————————–—————— 
 
Cheers 
 
The restaurant where I took my two sons for a 
meal was crowded with fans watching a sporting 
event on TV. The harried waitress took our order, 
but more than half an hour passed with no sign of 
her return.  I was trying to keep my children from 
becoming restless when suddenly shouts of 
victory came from the bar. “Hey,” commented my 
11-year-old, “it sounds as if someone just got his 
food.” 

Parish Pump website 
 

———————————–—————— 
 
FAMOUS BIBLE PHRASES  
 
“Go the extra mile” 
Usage: Do more than is strictly required 
Context:  A Roman soldier could require any 
citizen to carry a burden for a mile;  Jesus says  
that a Christian should do more for the sake of 
love, even for those who were widely hated and 
feared. 
Matthew 5.41 
And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, 
go with him twain. 
 

Bible Society 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maggieknockater


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify Glyn Elsden 
and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.  On arrival, always check notice board 
for last minute changes. 

 
CHURCH REGISTERS  - NONE 
 

——————–—————————————————— 
 
PENTECOST 

Today we feel the wind beneath our wings 
Today  the hidden fountain flows and plays 
Today the church draws breath at last and sings 
As every flame becomes a Tongue of praise. 
This is the feast of fire,air, and water 
Poured out and breathed and kindled into earth. 
The earth herself awakens to her maker 
And is translated out of death to birth. 
The right words come today in their right order 
And every word spells freedom and release 
Today the gospel crosses every border 
All tongues are loosened by the Prince of Peace 
Today the lost are found in His translation. 
Whose mother-tongue is Love, in  every nation. 

                                                   Malcolm Guite 

 
 

 2 JUN 9 JUN 16 JUN 23 JUN 30 JUN 
 

Service 
JOINT 
Morning  

Communion 

 
Family  
Service 

 
Morning  
Worship 

JOINT 
ANNIVERSARY  

Communion 

 
Morning 
Worship 

Time 10.30 am 10.30 am 10.30 am 10.30 am 10.30 am 
Leaders 

Rev Alan Poolton Ed  
Strachan Rev Alan Poolton Heather  

Frankish 
 Reader J Hodson B Platt M Smith H Elsden 

Elder Duty                    S Smith B Stevens H Frankish / C Davies P Oliver 

Door Duty A Manley B Platt B Danson H Elsden 

Flowers H Elsden T Clarkson R Lawrence D Phillips 

Coffee C Davies / M Hardie H Elsden / M Morton V Wilson / B Platt A & S Altree 
  

 N o t e s   
 

@ BRAMHALL URC 

PENTECOST 
FAMILY  

SERVICE 

 
 

150TH THANKSGIVING 
SERVICE & GIFT DAY 
@ CHEADLE HULME 

 

CHEADLE HULME 
URC CLOSED 

 

Sat  22 JUN   
 
 
 
  
 

7 pm  



 

 

 
CALENDAR  (programme of services inside) 
 
.....to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better...       
  

150TH ANNIVERSARY MONTH 
JUNE  
     
 Sat 01   10—12 noon Coffee Morning in aid of Francis House 
     
Mon 03 9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church  8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing  
Tues 04            7.30 pm Elders’ Meeting ~ Manse    
Wed  05      2.00 pm Fellowship Group ~ Church 
Thu 06              
Fri  07 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
     
  Sun 09 11.45 am Management meeting ~ Church 
Mon 10   9.30 am     Gardening group ~ Church 8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing  
Tues 11     
Wed 12   12.00-1.30 pm     SOUP, SWEET n MEET - friends & neighbours welcome  
Thu 13          8.00 pm Ladies Circle ~ Vera Lees’      
Fri  14 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
            
Mon 17 9.30 am   Gardening group ~ Church    8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing Open Evening 
Tues 18            
Wed 19  2.30 pm  U3A Music Group then Afternoon Tea 
Thu 20       7.45 Chorus Choir ‘Back to Broadway’ Open Evening 
Fri 21 10.00 am    Toddlers - Teddy Bear’s picnic party  7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Sat 22  1.30 pm ANNIVERSARY STREET PARTY (car park)   
        7.00 pm  FILM NIGHT - friends & neighbours welcome  
Sun 23  12.00 noon ANNIVERSARY THANKSGIVING BUFFET   
Mon 24 9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church     8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 25             
Wed 26 
Thu 27        
Fri 28 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sat 29 
Sun 30           
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