
 

 

Friends,  
 

All things come from You,  
and of Your own do we …  

...not give back much! 
 
 Jesus taught a great deal about money and its dangers.  Most of His parables concerned money in one 
form or another.  He used the word ‘Mammon’ to describe a false financial god, saying “You can’t serve 
God and Mammon.” 

 So, a right attitude to money is essential for Christians.   
 
 Until we are released from the straitjacket of putting money before God, that blocked soul-artery will 
impede our way to God. 
 
 Once we are liberated from the control money has over us, we can be lavish in our giving – with a sense 
of exuberance.  St Paul puts it like this: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”   
 
 St Paul spent ten years raising funds for the impoverished Church in Jerusalem where there was a 
serious famine.  The little and very poor Church in Macedonia gave way beyond their comfort zone.  The 
relatively wealthy Church in Corinth gave little by comparison.  Paul contrasts them.  Miserable 
Corinthians; joyful Macedonians.  

 Giving is fun. 
 
 Christian giving becomes something that we share privately with Jesus.  In Matthew Jesus taught that 
when we give, we should not let even our left hand know what our right hand is doing. 
 
 God is generous to us, so when we are generous, we share a secret with Him.  “For you know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His 
poverty might become rich.” 

 So - giving money away makes you happy! 
 
 Giving to God is giving back what He has already given to us.  It’s not the quantity, it’s the percentage 
of what we have.  A right attitude to money is vital for Christians.           
      

Ven John Barton ~ Parish Pump website 
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 
Autumn is here and most of us settle into our 
normal routine and business.  The nights are 
drawing in and for many people this is a very 
lonely and worrying time.  We think of the 
many people who are confined to their homes 
for all sorts of different reasons.  We pray for 
those who are sick in body, anxious or 
depressed.  We remember those of our 
congregation and friends who are unwell or 
recently bereaved. 
 
We were glad to have Robert Williams with us 
again to lead our worship last month.  Our 
other services were led by in-house friends, for 
whom we have much gratitude. 
 
We are now feeling the benefit of having the 
refurbished ‘Coffee Lounge’.  It is a lovely 
bright place to be in.  Our September Soup 
and Sweet had a completely different feel to it 
- very welcoming! 
 
Once again, we shared fellowship with the 
congregation at Bramhall on the last Sunday in 
September.  We are no longer in a joint 
pastorate but are both part of the same 
Missional Partnership and joint services are 
planned for 2020. 
 
Mavis Davies has moved from Hylton Drive to 
Swann Grove and is looking forward to living 
‘just across the way from Church’.  Here’s 
hoping she is not late for the service too often 
as this sometimes happens when you live ‘just 
across the way’! 

   The News Team 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Sun 20 OCT - SHOEBOXES packed... 
Sun 27 OCT - CHURCH MEETING incl 
Election of Elders       (note change of date)  
Mon 11 NOV -  Remembrance Exhibition  
Wed 11 DEC - Christmas Lunch - sign list... 

 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 

SOUP, SWEET n MEET  
WED 9 OCT 

12 pm - 1.30 pm 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++   
 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
  
Come along for a nibble and a natter and at the 
same time support people facing cancer, on the 
5 OCT at 10 am at Cheadle Hulme United 
Reformed Church. 
 
If you really want to put the icing on the cake, 
bake or buy your favourite cake and bring it 
along.  Look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Heather and Louise Frankish 
--------------------------------- 

FELLOWSHIP GROUP 
The Fellowship Group meets again on 
Wednesday 2 OCT in the Coffee Lounge for 
games and a chat.  We will also discuss the 
proposed merging of the Fellowship Group with 
the Ladies' Circle as discussed at the last 
meeting of the Ladies' Circle.  Please try and 
make it so that a definite decision can be 
made.  Lots of your ideas will be very 
welcome."  

 Carole Davies 
——————————— 

LADIES CIRCLE 
Six of us joined Heather Elsden at her home 
last month.  We had hoped there would be 
more attending as we needed to discuss ‘the 
best thing to do re the Ladies Circle. 
It has been very obvious that our numbers were 
getting less and less, on one occasion there 
were only 3 of us, which was very embarrassing 
as we had invited a very good speaker to our 
meeting. 
There are many reasons why this is happening 
amongst which is the fact that we meet in the 
evening and people do not like to go out at 
night, especially in the winter. 
We talked about alternatives - using the coffee 
lounge for instance as we have fewer and fewer 
people who want to host; changing to 
afternoons, etc.  Ultimately, we discussed 
amalgamating with the Fellowship Group.  We 
would like to hear the views of the various 
members of the two groups to see if this would 
be ‘the best’ solution. 
Thank you Heather for your hospitality. 

Bernice Platt 
----------------------------------------- 



 

 

MISSIONAL PARTNERSHIP 
 
Do you need a day of silence, prayer, 
fellowship and bible study? 
 
On 9 NOV our Mission Mentor, Dave Fraser, 
is running a Retreat Day from 10 am ~ 3 pm 
at Trinity URC, Hale when lunch will be 
provided.  This will be repeated on 16 NOV at 
Short Street URC, Hazel Grove, again with 
lunch. 
 
You remember that Synod promised to 
provide training and similar opportunities...  
Please let me know if you would like to attend. 

 
Bernie Stevens 

[I’m going on 9th] 
_________________ 

 
 
CHURCHES TOGETHER 
 
We are asked to pray for... 
 
Sun 6 Oct: Grove Lane Baptist 
Church 
Rev Ruth Gouldbourne and the 
fellowship as they prepare for 

the Harvest Festival weekend  11 Oct/ 12 
Oct / Sun 13 Oct ~ social event and Church 
Service  
 
Sun 13 Oct: Cheadle Hulme Methodist 
Church  
Rev Philip Peacock and the fellowship as they 
witness and serve in the community. For the 
Dream Big project and the new pattern for 
morning worship 
 
Sun 20 Oct: Chelwood Baptist Church  
Rev Andrew Phillips and the fellowship as 
they worship and grow in their individual 
Christian life. The church is open every day of 
the week to serve and witness in the 
community. 
 
Sun 27 Oct: Churches Together  in 
Cheadle Hulme  
Christian Aid continues to engage and 
highlight national and worldwide issues on 
migration, justice, humanitarian crisis and 
climate concerns. 

 
-------------------------------------- 

LINK 2 HOPE SHOEBOXES 2019 
 
Since the beginning of the year, we have tried to 
collect the 6 NEW OR UNUSED items which 
every box should contain viz... gloves/scarf or 
hat, sweets, soap & flannel, toothbrush/
toothpaste, candles, small games.  
 
We only have a month to go and we need to add 
at least 5 more items to each box from either the 
FAMILY or ELDERLEY (UNISEX) LISTS.  If you 
are able to donate something towards these gifts 
we would be very grateful. 
 
FAMILY Box 
Colouring pads A5         
Soft toy /teddy (CE label) 
Crayons /pencils  (rubber /sharpener) 
Tape measure  
DIY tool                   
Safety razors 
 
ELDERLEY Box 
Reading glasses /magnifier                  
Pen/paper 
Mug /wooden spool /cutlery        
new Socks/tights  
Sensory item (ie lavender bag)        
Safety razors 
Work gloves                       
Scissors /nail clippers         
Wind-up radio/torch 

We pack ‘boxes on 20 Oct 
Thank you.  Bernie Stevens 

--------------------------------------------- 
 
HARVEST ~ SUNDAY 13 OCT 
 
This year, we will again be 
supporting both Chelwood 
Foodbank and  Lifeshare 
with Harvest donations and 
are therefore asking you to 
continue your generosity at 
this special time.  Any of 
the following  will be 
helpful, or you may prefer 
to make a monetary gift. 
 
Tinned goods - meat, fish, vegetables, fruit, rice 
pudding.  Baby nappies, cereals inc porridge, 
squash/fruit juices, pasta & sauces, sugar, tea & 
coffee, long Life UHT milk.  Basically, foodstuffs 
that keep!      

Thank you, Alison Stevens 



 

 

occupation, as well as severe restrictions on the 
movement of people and goods which make it 
difficult to get products to local markets. 
  
These limitations create extra costs for 
marketing and exporting produce, so growth is 
essential for a company like Nakheel and the 
producers in its supply chain. 
 
She was delighted when the Medjoul dates she 
meticulously helps produce won a UK Great 
Taste Award in 2018, a result of the hard work 
she and her team puts in to closely monitor the 
quality of the dates at every stage of their 
journey from the farm.  
 
Ruba values the support of Zaytoun’s 
customers year on year, and their interest in 
learning about the obstacles that growers need 
to overcome in order to get the dates to market. 
“Education is key to enable our international 
customers to understand what makes our dates so 
special, and the complex process involved in taking 
them from tree to plate.” ~ Traidcraft 
  

------------------------------------ 

CHARITIES n BREXIT 
 
Yes, we have to mention it in the end.  You may 
re-call that the government has told all 
businesses to prepare for ‘B’ day.  So, now all 
charities also.   
 
Some charities might have been getting EU 
grants - no more.  Some regulation or co-
operation (overseas) may be EU based - no 
more.  Contributions to EU charities may be 
affected.  1001 unforeseen things could 
happen.  Not ready?  But maybe we can at 
least be ready to respond. 
 
What is forecast is delays (at Dover etc).  Just 
temporary probably.  Shortages always mean 
prices rise.  Temporary... Maybe.   
 
Who will be hit the most? The poor, the 
disadvantaged, the elderly, those on benefit, 
those needing food banks...   
 
All charities are told to plan for a disruption to 
donations.  Food banks are warned to expect 
increased demand. 
 
I’m asking you to note & respond. 

Bernie 

 
Zaytoun sources fairly traded Medjoul dates from 
Palestinian palm groves in the Jordan Valley. 
Known as the ‘King of Dates’ because of their 
plump flesh and rich caramel flavour, they make 
a delicious ethical gift for friends and family. 
 
The growth of the Medjoul date sector over the 
last decade has become a vital source of income 
for Palestinian farmers in the Jordan Valley, as 
they strive to grow trade opportunities in order to 
retain their own land, against the daily struggles 
of living under military occupation and the threat 
of expanding Israeli settlements. Israeli 
settlement dates are often cheaper because they 
are grown predominantly on illegal settlements 
that usually operate on a mass scale of 
production, whereas Palestinian farmers get no 
state subsidies and face restrictions on 
movement, resources and access to water. 
 
Ruba Halaiqa, loves her work as a Quality 
Manager for a major Medjoul date producer in 
the Jordan Valley; a job she’s held since gaining 
her university degree in biology and medical 
technology. It’s a busy role, and Ruba is tasked 
with overseeing all the company’s quality 
assurance procedures to ensure that dates 
supplied to Zaytoun are consistently of the 
highest quality. Since she started working at 
Nakheel Palestine in 2011, she’s seen the 
company’s international sales grow, bringing 
opportunities to create more value in their supply 
chain and offering employment to more farming 
families in the Jordan Valley.                     
 
These new job opportunities in a safe and 
healthy environment are a welcome alternative 
to working in illegal Israeli settlements, which 
was often the only employment option available 
in the Jordan Valley. Work on settlements is 
often on casual contracts with no job security. In 
contrast, the jobs created by the growth in local 
date production offer long-term prospects, as 
well as engaging more women in rural areas and 
attracting investment that ripples out to wider 
economic growth. This is important to those 
living in a region that is sorely affected by lack of 
access to water for irrigation due to the Israeli 

https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/zaytoun-medjoul-dates-250g


 

 

WEDDING CHANGES 
 
 The Government plans to introduce a new 
system of registration for marriages, including 
church weddings, in England and Wales. 
 
 It is anticipated that the new system will 
replace traditional marriage registers with a 
new ‘marriage document’ to be signed by the 
couple at the wedding and lodged with the 
local register office. 
 
 Although no date has been set for 
implementing the new system, representatives 
of the Church of England, together with the 
Church in Wales and the Faculty Office of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, have been in 
discussion with the General Register Office on 
how it will be introduced. 
 
 It is expected that the General Register Office 
will provide training and information for clergy. 
Details will be announced as soon as possible. 
 
 The Revd Dr Malcolm Brown, the Church of 
England’s Director of Mission and Public 
Affairs, said: “We are in close discussions with 
the General Register Office, who are working 
hard to ensure that the change in the system 
of registering marriages is as smooth and 
seamless as possible. 
 
 “I want to reassure clergy and couples 
planning a marriage that we are absolutely 
committed to making the new system work 
within the context of a Church of England 
marriage service and the GRO has promised 
to provide training and comprehensive user-
friendly information for clergy. 
 
 “We are currently in discussion with the GRO 
about the exact shape that will take and will 
update clergy as soon as the details have 
been finalised. 
 
 “Although no firm date has yet been set for 
the introduction of the new system, we are 
aware of the desire to implement it as soon as 
possible. 
 
 “A church wedding is a very special day 
where unique promises are made before God 
and in the presence of friends, family and the 
wider community in a timeless setting, marking 
the beginning of their married lives together.” 
 

 More details at: 
http://www.facultyoffice.org.uk/special-
licences/marriage-law-news/ 
 

Parish Pump website 
 

----------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HEAVEN’S MESSENGERS OF LOVE 
 
 Do we know them when we see them? 
Heaven’s messengers of love? 
Who are there just when we need them, 
Sent to help by God above. 
Those who help us just by staying, 
Those who sit and hold our hand, 
Those who hold us up by praying, 
Those who simply understand. 
 
 When the seas of life are storming 
When we’re overwhelmed by pain 
We don’t notice them transforming 
We don't feel their love sustain. 
When we feel our woes confounding 
When we’re stifled by the strain 
We don’t see our friends surrounding 
Standing by us in the rain. 
 
 Yet, despite our bitter blindness 
God is there, and always sends 
Human angels, who with kindness 
Are our true and faithful friends, 
Till the time when, sunshine glowing 
Come the rainbow and the dove 
And the after-light is showing 
Heaven’s messengers of love. 

 By Nigel Beeton 
Parish Pump website 

 
 
 

    Breakfast Before  
on  13 OCT 

  [& every 2nd Sunday]   
 

  Typical menu: Cereal, toast, fruit 
tea, coffee, fresh orange,  

 bacon baps, pancakes or croissant 

http://www.facultyoffice.org.uk/special-licences/marriage-law-news/
http://www.facultyoffice.org.uk/special-licences/marriage-law-news/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SERVICE DETAILS & DUTIES 
 
Readers:    Please double-check your bible references upon arrival at church. 
Elders and Readers:  If you cannot do a duty, please arrange your own swap, notify Glyn Elsden 
and mark it up on the master copy on the foyer notice board.  On arrival, always check notice board 
for last minute changes. 

CHURCH REGISTERS  - NONE 
 

——————–—————————————————— 
 
BOOK MONITOR REQUIRED 
 
The response to the suggestion that we have a library of books which can be borrowed (for a small fee 
of 50p) has been very successful.  So successful that the shelf in the foyer is now creaking under the 
weight of book donations!  BUT... 
 
We really need someone to manage the books - identifying new donations or moving on, to charity 
shops or suchlike, any that have been on the shelf for too long.  Can you help, perhaps with a friend?   
 
If you would like to be involved, please have a word with me. Thank you.                    

  Alison Stevens 
 

------------------------------------------- 
 
OPTING OUT! 
  
 There are 100 members in our church,       
            But 30 are frail and elderly. 
That leaves 70 to do all the work, 
            But 18 are young people at college. 
That leaves 52 to do all the work. 
            And 14 are tired businessmen, 
So that leaves 38 to do all the work. 
            And 16 are busy wives with jobs and/or children, 
That leaves 22 to do all the work. 
            But a further 10 have most important outside interests, 
That leaves 12 to do all the work, 
            But 5 live too far away to come regularly, 
So that leaves 7 to do all the work. 
            And 5 say they’ve already done their bit for the church. 
That leaves you and me, 
            And I’m exhausted. 
            Good luck to you! 
 

Date 6 OCT 13 OCT 20 OCT 27 OCT 
Service Morning Worship Morning Worship Morning Worship Morning Communion 

Time 10.30 am 10.30 am 10.30 am 10.30 am 

Leaders Bernie Stevens Margaret Dexter-Brown Robert Williams Linda Rayner 
 Reader L Frankish J Hodson B Platt M Smith 

Elder Duty                    A Stevens S Smith C Davies B & A Stevens 
Door Duty A Manley N Lawrence B Platt B Danson 
Flowers H Frankish ~Harvest ~Harvest A Pope 
Coffee H Elsden /M Morton V Wilson / B Platt A & S Altree B & A Stevens 

 N o t e s   BREAKFAST BEFORE 
HARVEST  HOLY COMMUNION 

CHURCH MEETING 

Sat  26 OCT   
 
 
 
  
 

7 pm  



 

 

 
CALENDAR  (programme of services inside) 
 
.....to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better...       
  
OCTOBER  
  
Tues 01            7.30 pm Joint Bible Study at Bramhall    
Wed  02       2.00 pm Fellowship Group ~ Church   
Thu 03        
Fri  04 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal   
 Sat 05 10~12 noon MacMillan Coffee Morning  
 Sun 06   
Mon 07   9.30 am  Gardening group ~ Church           7.30 pm Elders’ Meeting ~ Church  
        8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing  
Tues 08           
Wed 09   12 ~1.30 pm     SOUP, SWEET n MEET - friends & neighbours welcome 
       7.30 pm Missional Partnership Steering Group - Altrincham  
Thu 10                 
Fri  11 10.00 am    Toddlers   7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
  Sat 12  N W Synod meeting ~ Windermere  
                       7.00 pm Fish & Chip Supper & Beetle Drive (pre-booked) ~ Church 
              
Mon 14 9.30 am   Gardening group ~ Church    8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing  
Tues 15           7.30 pm Joint Bible Study at Bramhall 
Wed 16   
Thu 17        
Fri 18 10.00 am    Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 19 10.00 am - 4.00 pm Funeral Training session ~ Sale URC 
 Sun 20 11.45 am Management meeting  Packing Shoeboxes    
Mon 21 9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church     8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 22            
Wed 23 
Thu 24        
Fri 25 10.00 am   Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 26 10.00 - 4.00 pm  Partnership Day at Christ Church, Parrswood Road    
        7.00 pm Film Night 
 Sun 27    12noon  CHURCH MEETING            
Mon 28  9.30 am    Gardening group ~ Church     8.00 pm  Scottish Country Dancing 
Tues 29             
Wed 30 
Thu 31 
 
NOVEMBER      
Fri 01    10.00 am   Toddlers    7.45 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 Sat 02 10 - 12 noon Coffee Morning in aid of Lifeshare 
 

 Copy for NOVEMBER 2019 CHURC NEWS  should be in the editors’ hands by  20 OCT 2019 
 Edited & Published by Alison [swannlanesecretary@gmail.com ]     


