
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
FRIENDS 
 

What Does the Holy Spirit Do? 
 
As we celebrate Pentecost this month, it’s appropriate to ask the question: what does the Holy 
Spirit do in our lives?  Everybody who has committed their life to Christ possesses the Holy 
Spirit, ‘if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.’ (Romans 
8:9).  It is the Spirit who brings us new birth into the family of God.  
 
The Spirit assures us of God’s love and acceptance, despite our fears, doubts or failures.  As 
adopted children we can address God as our father:  “God sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’”  (Galatians 4: 6).  By using the same word 
used by Jesus, we can grow in intimacy with our Father and pray to Him, especially when we 
struggle to find the right words. 
 
The Holy Spirit is committed to producing a family likeness in those who follow Christ.  This 
Jesus likeness enables us to live as Jesus would in our place, ie:  work, family, time, interests 
etc.  Paul describes this as the fruit of the Spirit:  ‘love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.’  (Galatians 5:22,23).  He talks about fruit 
not fruits!  We can’t pick and choose, as they come as a total package to be developed over a 
lifetime!  
 
The Spirit is committed to producing new desires for God:  reading the Bible and praying, 
forgiving others, meeting with other Christians and sharing our faith.  He will also give us the 
motivation to overcome wrong habits, attitudes or lifestyle in our lives. 
 
‘Let the church return to Pentecost, and Pentecost will return to her.  The Spirit of God cannot 
take possession of believers beyond their capacity of receiving Him’ (Andrew Murray). 
 

Canon Paul Hardingham 
~Internet
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NEWS AROUND THE FELLOWSHIP 
 

We were greatly saddened to learn of the passing 
of Dorothy Hollingworth on 17 APR.  Our thoughts 
and prayers are with Tim, Susan, Sally and Paul 
and their families at this very difficult time. 
 

Our thanks go to Prof Christopher Whitehead for 
once again leading worship last month.  Several 
members of our in-house worship team also led 
worship and special thanks go to Margaret who, 
with short notice, so meaningfully included the 
Chalice which is being circulated around the 
churches in the 3 Missional Partnerships of the 
South Area in the run up to the 50th birthday of the 
URC. 
 

On Sunday 26 June, the time of the 
Anniversary and Gift Day service, which 
Margaret will be leading, has been moved to 2 
pm because she is leading worship in the 
morning at another Church.  This gives us the 
opportunity to have something to eat before 
the service.  If you are able to join in the lunch, 
could you please sign the sheet which will be 
available in church or ring Alison or Morag, before 
12 June to book places. 
 

Our best wishes go to everyone who will be 
celebrating their birthday in June. 

The News Team  
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Sun 5 JUN - SHORT EXTRAORDINARY   
           CHURCH MEETING after service 
                   - COMMUNITY JUBILEE PARTY (see 
       below) 
Fri 1 JUL – Charity Buffet at 5 Swann Grove 
11am-2.30pm 
Sat 20 AUG  JUMBLE SALE (depending on 
availability of helpers) 
 

============================== 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
Saturday 4 JUNE 

in aid of  

Francis House 
============================== 

 
CHURCHES TOGETHER    
 
COMMUNITY JUBILEE PARTY 
SUNDAY 5 JUNE    12:00- 3:00 
Join us for food, entertainment 
and activities at the Parish 
Rooms (opposite All Saints on Church Rd). 
Bring a picnic and your friends! 
Suitable for families 

LINK TO HOPE SHOEBOXES 2022 
 
In order to continue momentum before the 
autumn, during June we are looking to 
concentrate on gifts for older people – mug, 
spoon, cutlery, sensory items, reading glasses, 
head scarves. The beneficiary of our shoe 
boxes is the corner of Europe faced with war.  
Thank you.      

Bernie Stevens 
___________________________ 

 
 
FELLOWSHIP CIRCLE  
 
The Fellowship had a break on the first 
Wednesday in May.  The second meeting was 
a musical afternoon.  Eric brought his keyboard 
but due to technical problems he had to use 
Mavis's.  We all enjoyed his music as always. 
 
On 18th May we all brought a picture of 
ourselves as babies and we had to guess the 
owners.  Naturally it didn't go smoothly (when 
does it) but we had a winner - Mavis who won a 
large strawberry! 
 
At the time of going to press we intend to watch 
a video on 25th. 

Carole Davies 
___________________________ 

 
FILM TIME 
 
Good news!  It has been decided to re-start 
Film Night but at an earlier time.  It is thought 
that many of you would prefer not to come out 
in the evening, particularly later in the year 
when the clocks change back and the nights 
are darker.   
 
Our first film for 2022 will be ‘The Queen’ on 
Saturday 25 JUNE at 2 pm by which time 
blinds will have been put up at the church 
windows in order to block out some of the light. 
 
Please let us know how you feel about the 
change of time and whether it would be easier 
to hold this during the week instead. 
 
Hope to see you on the 25th! 
 

The Film team 
-------------------------- 

 
 
 
 



 

   

PARTNERSHIP  
 
We have recently been discussing the ‘Enabling 
Agreement’ (that is, our constitution), and the 
programme for the URC 50th celebration ~OCT.  
 

Bernie 
__________________________ 

 
STARVING IN THE SHADOW OF UKRAINE 
 
The huge outpouring of support for Ukraine is 
now eclipsing other crises around the world, 
which in turn is threatening millions with 
starvation. 
 
So warns a number of charities and other 
humanitarian organisations. The UN reports 
that the situation in Somalia, where 4.5milliion 
people are at risk of starvation owing to the 
worst drought in a decade, is deteriorating 
quickly.  Somalia urgently needs some 
£1.1billion in aid, of which only three per cent 
has been secured. 
 
As one spokesman at the UN explains, “The 
outlook for Somalia was already grim prior to 
the outbreak of the Ukraine crisis, but we were 
then overshadowed by the crisis in Tigray, 
Yemen, and then Afghanistan. Now, Ukraine 
seems to suck all the oxygen that is in the 
room.” 
 
The international director of Tearfund, Veena 
O’Sullivan, said: “While the eyes of the world 
have been fixed on Ukraine, other horrors have 
been taking place.”   
 
These range from a “hunger crisis of massive 
proportions” in the Horn of Africa, which 
includes Somalia, and the ongoing violence and 
famine in the Tigray region of Ethiopia, as well 
as humanitarian crises in Afghanistan, Yemen 
and Syria.   
 
The director of CAFOD, Christine Allen, said: “It 
is right that we support a response to the 
humanitarian crisis in Ukraine, in whatever way 
we can, but this cannot be at the expense of 
vital funds meant for tackling the root causes of 
global poverty.” 
 
Meanwhile, church leaders in Africa have 
warned that the war is already affecting their 
food security, as 40 per cent of Ukraine’s wheat 
and maize is exported to the Middle East and 
Africa. The poorest are the most affected, as 
market prices rise.  

Parish Pump 
 

 
FROM THAILAND 
 
Dear Friends, Our children at the orphanage 
school reopen May 17th, before they go to 
school all our children have to test ATK test, so 
we did ATK tests for our kids and it turns out we 
have 7 positive cases.  Please keep them in 
your prayers. 
 

In His name, Abel & Ruth Sairattanyu 
______________________________ 

 
MARY’S MEALS 
 
Dear Friends, Thank you so much for your 
precious gift of £2,192.10, which is helping us 
to transform the lives of hungry children around 
the world with a nutritious daily meal in school.  
  
Your kindness is bringing food, joy and hope to 
the children who eat Mary’s Meals, allowing 
them to make the most of their education and 
giving them the chance of a better future.  
  
Our meals make a huge difference to children 
like 11-year-old Tijanjane Who attends  
Namalondwe Primary School in Malawi. It is the 
only place of education for miles around and 
some children walk 5km every day to get there.  
  
Tijanjane says: “Normally, I am hungry when I 
get to school, but I don’t feel hungry when I 
have eaten my phala [porridge].  “I am able to 
concentrate and listen to the teacher because I 
feel full.”  
  
Today, more than two million hungry children in 
20 of the world’s poorest countries – including 
South Sudan, Ethiopia, India and Yemen – are 
sitting in classrooms with full stomachs, and 
learning how to read and write, thanks to 
supporters like you.  
  
Together, we are bringing the hope of a brighter 
future to so many little ones who depend on the 
promise of a daily meal in school. I thank you, 
with all my heart, on behalf of the children 
who eat Mary’s Meals.   

 Yours sincerely 
 Daniel Adams 

Executive Director,  
Mary's Meals UK 

 
 
 
 



 

   

The U in JesUs  
 
Before U were thought of or time had begun,  
God even stuck U in the name of His Son.  
 
And each time U pray, you'll see it's true  
You can't spell out JesUs and not include U 
 
U're a pretty big part of His wonderful name,  
For U, He was born; that's why He came.  
  
And His great love for U is the reason He died.  
It even takes U to spell crUcified.  
  
Isn't it thrilling and splendidly grand  
He rose from the dead, with U in His plan?  
  
The stones split away, the gold trUmpet blew,  
and this word resUrrection is spelled with a U.  
  
When JesUs left earth at His upward ascension,  
He felt there was one thing He just had to 
mention.  
  
"Now go into the world and tell them it's trUe  
That the love I have shown is not just for U."  
 
So many great people are spelled with a U,  
Don't they have a right to know JesUs too?  
  
It all depends now on what U will do,  
He'd like them to know, but it all starts with U. 

Author unknown 

JUBILEE BENCH 
 

 
 
The old bench needed replacing so we 
celebrate the Jubilee too with this royal colour.  
Made from many hundred plastic milk bottles, it 
is eco-friendly and guaranteed for 25yrs!  
 

--------------------------------- 
 
CROSSWORD 
Across 

20 Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10) 
7 Musician called for by Elisha when he met the 
kings of Israel, Judah and Edom (2 Kings 3:15) (7) 
8 The request that led to the institution of the Lord’s 
Prayer: ‘Lord, — us to pray’ (Luke 11:1) (5) 
10 ‘We are hard pressed on every—’ 
(2Corinthians4:8) (4) 
11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8) (8) 
13 ‘His troops advance in force; they build a siege 
ramp against me and — around my tent’ (Job 19:12) 
(6) 
15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s household gods when 
he searched his daughter’s tent (Genesis 31:34) (6) 
17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want 
you to be—’ (1 Corinthians 12:1) (8) 
18 Nomadic dwelling (Genesis26:25) (4) 

21 ‘As for man, his days are like—, he flourishes 
like a flower of the field’ (Psalm 103:15) (5) 
22 Or I live (anag.)(7) 
23 Those guilty of 1 Across (Romans13:4)(10) 
Down 
1‘God so loved the — that he gave his one and 
only Son’ (John 3:16) (5) 
2 ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4) 
3 Mob ten (anag.) (6) 
4 ‘Each — group made its own gods in several 
towns where they settled’ (2 Kings 17:29) (8) 
5 Began (Luke 9:46) (7) 
6 Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10) 
9 Workers Ruth joined when she arrived in 
Bethlehem with her mother-in-law Naomi (Ruth 
2:3) (10) 12 Put in jail (Acts22:19)(8) 
14 Aceturn (anag.)(7) 
16 Discharge (Acts21:3) (6) 
19 ‘All these—come from inside and make a man 
“unclean”’ (Mark 7:23) (5) 
20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him 
glory!’(Revelation19:7)(4) 
 



 

   

A STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE 
METHODIST CHURCH IN BRITAIN, 
BAPTISTS TOGETHER AND THE UNITED 
REFORMED CHURCH 

We lament the passing of the Nationality and 
Borders Bill into law.  Compelled by the Biblical 
call to welcome the stranger, our denominations 
were outspoken in our criticism of the Bill, 
arguing that it would unjustly remove the rights 
and threaten the dignity of people who are in 
need of our nation’s care and protection. 

Over the last year, members of our churches 
have come together with a wide range of 
people to raise concerns about the 
government’s proposals, and to stand alongside 
refugees.  Many have also signed up to host 
refugees from Ukraine, and continue to be 
involved in welcoming people seeking 
sanctuary in their own communities.  This 
legislation will not diminish that spirit of 
compassion, hospitality and solidarity. We know 
that through such encounters we will learn more 
about ourselves, each other, and God. 

Alongside the practical work of welcome, our 
Churches will not stop advocating for love to be 
shown to our neighbours through the policies 
and practices of our asylum system.  We will 
continue to push the government to open up 
more safe and legal routes for people who are 
in need of the sanctuary we can offer here in 
the UK.  Our denominations have also joined 
hundreds of other organisations and charities in 
pledging to work towards the repeal of the UK’s 
‘anti-refugee’ laws.  We remain committed to 
working with others towards a refugee 
protection system that treats all people with 
dignity and compassion. 
 
In April 2022 the Nationality and Borders Bill 
passed in Parliament, turning the anti-refugee 
Bill into the anti-refugee laws.  The Government 
chose to punish refugees rather than protect 
them.  It’s a tragedy that must be put right. 
When the anti-refugee laws are repealed it 
won’t be a second to soon, but it will be too late 
for many of the lives ruined by this legislation.  
Our pledge below lays out what this campaign 
and its supporters are committed to: a 
compassionate approach that welcomes and 
supports refugees. 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PLEDGE 
We believe that people seeking protection 

from war and persecution should be 
welcomed and that everyone’s claim for 

asylum should be treated equally and fairly. 
We believe that the UK should offer 

sanctuary to those who need it. That’s why 
we’re taking a stand against the anti-refugee                             

laws. 
We pledge to: 

 Defend the right to seek safety from 
war and persecution in the UK 

 Speak out against attempts to 
criminalise and punish those who 
make their own way to safety 

 Challenge the anti-refugee laws which 
will risk the lives and well-being of 
people 

 Work towards a refugee protection 
system that treats all people with 
dignity and compassion. 

 
The anti-refugee laws permit the offshore 
processing of people seeking asylum and the 
creation of warehouse-style reception centres 
on UK soil, ripping up internationally recognised 
rights for people fleeing war and persecution, 
and criminalising thousands of refugees. 
They will be costly to implement and ineffective 
– creating ever-longer backlogs and delays in 
the asylum process that will leave people facing 
homelessness and destitution, and living in 
limbo for longer. 
 
Rather than breaking the business model of 
people smugglers, the new laws will leave 
people vulnerable to exploitation and reliant 
upon criminal gangs in order to reach safety. 
Missing from the legislation is any attempt by 
the Government to introduce new routes for 
people fleeing war and persecution to claim 
asylum in the UK, such as a long-term and 
ambitious commitment to refugee resettlement 
or expanded family reunion schemes. It’s the 
lack of such safe routes that drives people to 
risk their lives to cross the dangerous Channel 
in flimsy boats. 

JPIT 
Joint Public Issues Team 
(partnership of Baptists, 

 Methodists, & URC) 
 



 

   

SERVICES 
 
Elders’ wish to keep everyone safe, so please wear masks (especially for singing) and understand  
our plans may change with little notice.   
 
We may sometimes have a speaker and sometimes a simple in-house led service.   
Video conferencing continues and Leaders, readers or congregation may Zoom in or speak in church. 
               (Zoom meeting id 8880 4446 8056 – pw 185236) 
 
Duties are performed by a small team on a rota.  Please check the board for swaps. 
 

Date 5 JUN 12 JUN 19 JUN 26 JUN 

Time 10.30 am 10.30 am 
 

6.30 pm 10.30 am 2.00 pm 

Service Morning  
Worship 

Morning 
Worship 

 

Partnership  
2nd Sunday 

Evening Service 

Morning 
Worship 

Holy 
Communion 

 
Leader Linda  

Rayner 
Rev Dr Marion 

Tugwood 

 
TBA  Prof Chris 

Whitehead 
Margaret  

Dexter-Brown 

 
Duty Elder 

 
A Stevens 

 
B Stevens 

  
D Phillips 

 
A Stevens /                           
B Stevens 

Door Duty 
Reader D Green P Grieve  M Smith C Davies 

Flowers J Hodson A Stevens 
 

D Phillips R Lawrence 

Coffee B Platt S & M Smith 
 

B & A Stevens D Green 

Notes Pentecost Trinity Sunday ZOOM service  ANNIVERSARY & 
GIFT DAY 

 
CHURCH REGISTERS  -    none 
 

 
 
  LECTIONARY FOR JUNE  
 
 5 JUN: Acts 2.1-21; Psalm 104.24-34,35b; Romans 8.14-17; John 14.8-17,(25-27) 
 12 JUN: Proverbs 8.1-4,22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5.1-5; John 16.12-15 
 19 JUN: Isaiah 65.1-9; Psalm 22.19-28; Galatians 3.23-29; Luke 8.26-39 
 26 JUN: 1 Kings 19.15-16,19-21; Psalm 16; Galatians 5.1,13-25; Luke 9.51-62 
 

----------------------------------- 
 

THE BOASTING BOYS 
 
Three boys in the schoolyard were bragging about their fathers. The first boy said, "My Dad scribbles 
a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem, they give him £50." 
 
The second boy said, "That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a 
song, they give him £100." 
 
The third boy said, "I got you both beat.  My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it 
a sermon. And it takes eight people to collect all the money!" 

Parish Pump 
 
 
 



 

   

 
 
 
 
  
.......to the best of the editor's knowledge, unless you know better......  
 
 
JUNE      
Wed 01        
Thu 02        
Fri 03     2pm   Choir Rehearsal 
Sat 04    10 am ~ noon COFFEE MORNING in aid of Francis House  
Sun 05  11.45am EXTRAORDINARY CHURCH MEETING 
    12noon-3pm   COMMUNITY JUBILEE PARTY – All Saints Parish Halls 
Mon 06      
Tues 07             
Wed 08    10.30 am   Elders’ meeting     1.30 ~ 3pm   Fellowship Circle ~ Swann Grove 
Thu 09      7.30 pm Worship Group meeting (Zoom) 
Fri 10       10 am     Management meeting 2pm    Choir Rehearsal    
   
Mon 13      
Tues 14     
Wed 15     1.30 ~ 3pm   Fellowship Circle – 5 Swann Grove  
Thu 16               
Fri 17         2pm    Choir Rehearsal 
Sat 18    10 am – 3.30 pm Elders’ Away Day – Altrincham URC, Woodlands, Timperley 
Sun 19    FATHER’S DAY     
Mon 20      
Tues  21      
Wed  22     1.30 ~ 3pm    Fellowship Circle – 5 Swann Grove 
Thu 23    
Fri 24       2pm   Choir Rehearsal 
Sat 25     2pm FILM TIME 
Sun 26    12. 30 pm    ANNIVERSARY LUNCH followed by 2pm WORSHIP 
Mon 27 
Tues 28 
Wed 29 
Thu    30 

 
Crossword… 
ACROSS: 1, Wickedness. 7, Harpist. 8, Teach. 10, Side. 11, Impostor. 13, Encamp. 15, Saddle. 17, Ignorant. 18, Tent. 21, 
Grass. 22, Olivier. 23, Wrongdoers. 
 
DOWN: 1, World. 2, Crib. 3, Entomb. 4, National. 5, Started. 6, Whispering. 9, Harvesters. 12, Imprison. 14, Centaur. 16, 
Unload. 19, Evils, 20, Give. 
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